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*AI Nahdhai^inthe making 

AMMAN (J.T. J — An application for a new newspaper — "Al Nahdhah" 
becn a P? r ® Wcd »c Minwnr of Informs two . TV founder of the 
,ndud * a numbcr of Court officials and university 

pnwessofSj among them Royal Court Chief Kftaled Al Karafci. The editor 
*y *he newspaper will be Mohammad Dao ud ich, who is now director of 
the information and public relations department at the Royal Court, but 
pc ts expected to resign his post to contest the neat parliamentary elections 
in his home town of Tafildi. The other founders indude Royal Court 
Director General Munir Donah, Royal Coun Adviser Ahmad Salamch. 
Al al-Bait University President Adrian Bakit and Ministry of Culture 
Director General Mohammad Amayreh. It was not immediately known 
whether the new publication will be a weekly or a daily. But according to 
information available, it will have a capital of JD 130,000 paid equally by 
the founders. The application is subject to further approval by the Ccuncii 
of Ministers, which is expected to be granted. 


‘mm*. 





An independent Arad political daily published byjhfe Jordan Press Foundation 
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U.N. team to discuss arms with Iraqis 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — A U.N. team of experts will travel to 
Baghdad in a few days for technical discussions with Iraqi officials on the 
disarmament of Iraq. a U.N. spokesman said Friday. The croup, which 
win be led by Nikita Smidovicb, will likely arrive Monday in Baghdad on a 
short-term mission, said Tim Trevan, spokesman for the U.N. Special 
Commission in charge of disarming Iraq. Mr. Trevan emphasised that the 
mission was not another U.N. weapons inspection assignment. The 
experts were to meet with Iraqi authorities to discuss technical methods, 
including air surveillance, that could be used in future activities to verify 
that Iraq was not rearming, he said. Another team of U-N. experts this 
week installed surveillance cameras at two missile test sites Baghdad to 
monitor Iraq's disarmament in the long term. The cameras will not be 
activated until after high-level technical talks between U.N. and Iraqi 
officials are held. Those are tentatively scheduled for the end of the month 
or early September at the United Nations' headquarters in New York. 
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Yemeni beheaded 
a IS* In Saudi Arabia 
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Price; 150 Tils 


^ dj RIYADH (AP) — A Yemeni was 
h u ' beheaded Friday for heroin smug- 
b- S lin £ » P a ” of the Saudi Arabian 


Christopher ends mission on upbeat note 


Increased focus seen on Syrian-Israeli track 


0,0 ^ Kasiri and said he was execured in 
" the southern dty of Jizan on the 
: no a* *i°rder with Yemen. The king- 
** rejects criticism of capital 

te fote? punishment by international hu- 
be J*" man rights organisations, insisting 
sunTj that such executions are valid 
under Islam. 

** U.S. sending 
guSJ* supplies to Lebanon 

‘ BEIRUT (AP) — Health Minis- 
there 1 ^ ter Marwan Hamadeh and Amer- 
mjaojui-. ‘ can Ambassador Ryan Crocker 
tamp on Friday signed an agreement 
t of ^ under which the United Slates 
,e wa » wll equip a 750-bed hospital for 
ina! victims of Israel's recent blitz on 
fid uojl Lebanon. An embassy statement 
said the Sll million in equipment 
ecoS. 3nd medical supplies was “huma- 
ondfcE 'itarian assistance” from the U.S. 
of the ”^|fpartment of Defence. More 
\iK n 147 people were killed, near- 
er 5 te ly 500 wounded and half a million 
e displaced before a U.S.-brokered 
^ t ceasefire ended Israel's week- 
_ n r“ as long offensive against South 
^“*5. Lebanon July 31. 

ripped j _ 

■ 1981 in- Death sentence 


Nazi pa, confirmed 

in Moroccan case 

e "his sit RABAT (R) — The Moroccan 
her sup supreme court on Thursday con- 
hat De® firmed the death sentence on 
‘aelforii chief police commissioner 
ivefod Mohammad Mustapha Tabet, 
sonskkrt convicted on March 15 of multi- 
or aDet= pic rape and other acts of sexual 
- violence. Lawyers said the sup- 
rerae court also confirmed jail 
sentences ranging from three 
years to life on 11 other police 
officers accused of being Tabet’s 
accomplices in organising orgies 
in a Casablanca flat. 

>rierasfc 

13.9 perc 7 sentenced to 
^ M tfeath in Algeria 

f* 11 ® A&IERS (R) — A special court 
P ** 181 in Algeria sentenced seven fugi- 
tive Muslim fundamentalists to 
death Thursday for attacking 
state security and belonging to a 
sw aBBE terrorist group. Algeria's official 
APS news agency said the court 
pa ® in the western dty of Oran sem- 
per bs enced 25 other fundamentalists to 
per css prison terms ranging for two to 20 
years. Five were acquitted. In the 
past 18 months at least 180 men 
have been sentenced to death for 
per c® violence blamed on fundamental- 
perc* ists. 

j£!=» Confusion mounts 
over hostages 

t ty^NKARA (AFP) — Confusion 
ndqBCSff 'fr.jflnted Friday over the fate of 
si* western tourists held hostage 
by Kurdish rebels amid conflict- 
on ing reports that two tourists had 
tjjifedfl® been released. Turkish Interior 
ipinK® Minister Mehmet Gazioglu was 
reported as saying the rebels had 
released Friday two Western 
•rtS# tourists whom they kidnapped 
'jpfcfeP last month. But shortly after the 
O pitaao report was released by the semi- 
official Anatolia news agency the 
ministry denied it. 


Hamas members 
stranded on border 


AMMAN (R) — Seventeen 
, E members of the Islamic move- 
nt* 31 * ment Hamas have been stranded 
on the Libyan-Egyptian border 
for the last few days because 
.TJbya has expelled them and 
figypt has refused to take them 
in, Hamas officials said Friday. 
The 17 crossed tbe border from 
Egypt earlier this week on the 
understanding that Libya would 
a let them stay but Libya has since 
gone back on its promise, they 
told Reuters id Amman. “They 
are now stranded somewhere 
. near the border post of Saloum . .. 

we are surprising by the Libyan 
f ;*] decision, especially after they 
w* agreed to take them," said 
Mohammad Nazzal, the Hamas 
( g representative in Jordan. The 17 
fedjo are members of Hamas's military 
wing, known as the Loidcen Al 
Qassam Banalion, and they in- 
clude some of the Islamic activists 
most wanted by Israel, Hamas 
d* said. They fled the Gaza Strip 
into Egypt to escape arrest at 
4 - different times since December. 

•JBut Egyptian security picked 
n . c(4pn up and held them in deten- 
' tion until Monday, Mr. Nazzal 
j said*. The group spent 36 hours in 
/ Libya but the Libyans then sent 
them back to Saloum for expul- 
sion to Egypt 


Combined agency dispatches 

DAMASCUS — U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher en- 
ded a five-day swing of the Mid- 
dle East Friday reporting prog- 
ress in Arab- Israeli peace talks 
but warning there were still 
"many obstacles" on the road to 
peace. 

His efforts to put the negotia- 
tions hack on track were oversha- 
dowed by renewed violence on 
the Israeli -occupied West Bank, 
where three Israeli soldiers and a 
Palestinian were killed on Friday. 
And in southern Lebanon, where 
Mr. Christopher brokered a ceas- 
efire on Saturday ending a seven- 
day Israeli onslaught, the Iranian- 
backed Hizboliah stepped up its 
anti-Israeli attacks (See stories 
below). 

In Beirut, Lebanese Informa- 
tion Minister Michel Sam aha said 
the Arab negotiating teams 
would meet in Beirut on Aug. 10 
to assess the results of Mr. Christ- 
opher's (our. 

Mr. Saraaha said the meeting 
had been decided on during the 
Arab League ministerial confer- 
ence last week in Damascus, 
which had focused on Israel's 
offensive in Lebanon. 

In an effort to bridge the gaps 
between Israel and Syria, Mr. 
Christopher returned Friday to 
Damascus for the second meeting 
in three days with Syrian Presi- 


dent Hafez Al Assad. 

Emerging from the talks Mr. 
Christopher told reporters: "I am 
encouraged that the peace talks 
are back on track. 

“I leave more encouraged than 
when I came to the region, 
however in the region as a whole, 
as well as in Syria, many prob- 
lems, injury obstacles remain." 

He said he returned to Damas- 
cus to give Mr. Assad responses 
from Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin to questions Mr. 
Assad had asked during their 
meeting here on Wednesday, but 
be would not give details. 

Mr. Christopher headed home, 
by way of Italy. 

Asked at a news conference 
why he visited Damascus twice in 
two days, Mr. Christopher said, 
"I came back so that I can pass... 
some of the answers to the ques- 
tions that Assad had raised, the 
answers given to me by Rabin. 

“I was trying to play my in- 
termediary role between Rabin 
and Assad,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

”1 also came back because 
there were some additional issues 
that I want to probe with” Mr. 
Assad, Mr. Christopher said. 
“There is some progress, and 
many difficulties." 

Mr. Assad reiterated Syria's 
“strong desire to cooperate to 
make the peace process suc- 
ceed,” according to bis spokes- 


man jibran Kuriyeb. 

Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa also reported progress but 
noted that the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict was a thorny issue. 

The peace talks have bogged 
down over the issues of Palesti- 
nian self-rule and the Golan 
Heidi ts. 

Mr. Christopher began his mis- 
sion on Monday, in Egypt, and 
visired Israel, Jordan and Leba- 
non. He also met Palestinian 
leaders in Arab Jerusalem. 

The secretary of state said no 
date had been set for the next 
round of peace talks, involving 
Israel and Syria, Lebanon, Jor- 
dan and tbe Palestinians. 

“The parties are looking for- 
ward (to) additional talks," he 
said. “The problem is finding a 
right set of dates and consulting 
with our co-sponsor,” which is 
Russia. 

In a radio call-in show broad- 
cast to the Arab World, Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
Thursday suggested Israel would 
make a full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights if Syria agreed to a 
full peace. 

He said tbe model should be a 
phased pullback similar to that 
Israel made from the Sinai, which 
culminated in a full withdrawal in 
April 1982. 

“If the Syrians agreed to mak- 
ing a complete peace with di- 
plomatic relations and opened 


borders and commercial ties. I 
think the Israeli answer will be 
very positive,” Mr. Peres said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Christopher 
stepped up pressure on tbe 
Palestinians during his earlier 
talks in Damascus for the Palesti- 
nians of achieving early agree- 
ment on interim self-government 
arrangements. 

Saeb Erakat, a Palestinian 
negotiator, said that discussions 
with Mr. Christopher Thursday 
focused on whether the Palesti- 
nians could go directly to talks on 
a final status of the occupied 
territories. Dr. Erakat said this 
included the issue of Jerusalem 
and direct talks between 
Washington and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

Following his meetings with the 
Palestinians, Mr. Christopher 
said: 

“As you know, the United 
States has been hoping that the 
parties, that is, the Israelis and 
the Palestinians, would develop a 
declaration of principles relating 
to the interim self-government 
authority. A couple of weeks ago 
we gave tbe parties some ideas 
that the United States has for 
that. We’ve received today com- 
ments from the Palestinians with 
respect to the draft ideas that 
we‘d given them. 

“It's useful to have those. I 

(Continued on page 10) 


3 Israeli soldiers, Palestinian killed 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
A daylight raid left two Israeli 
soldiers and a Palestinian dead on 
the West Bank Friday after 
Palestinians kidnapped and killed 
a soldier, casting a pall over the 
latest Middle East peace mission. 

Two armed Palestinians 
opened fire on a troop position 
near the Jewish settlement of 
Elqana, about 15 kilometres 
across the “Green Line” from Tel 
Aviv, an army spokesman said. 

Two Israeli soldiers died, but a 
third riposted lolling one of the 
attackers and wounding the other 
who was captured. A third 
Palestinian waiting in a getway 
car drove off. 

Tbe army imposed a curfew on 
die area and launched a massive 
manhunt. 

On Thursday afternoon 20- 
year-old Yaron Chen, who served 
in a military intelligence unit, was 
kidnapped as he bitched a lift 
home from the occupied West 
Bank. 

His charred corpse was found 
overnight in the bumt-out wreck 
of a van he was last seen climbing 
into at a major road junction at 
Al Ram just north of Jerusalem. 

Another soldier saw Chen, 20, 
hitchhiking on the main road 
from Ramallah to Jerusalem and 
a few minutes later saw him 
struggling with three abductors. 
The soldier chased the car and 
tried to stop it by firing in the air. 

The killings came as U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher left occupied Jerusalem 
Friday for Damascus saying he 
now expected to see progress in 
the Middle East peace process, 
but there was no evidence of 
movement in blocked talks with 
' the Palestinians. 


M 




Israeli soldiers Friday guard Palestinians rounded up after tbe ldJUng of an Israeli soldier In a West 
B a n k village near Ramallah (AFP photo) 

When Muslim fundamentalists sponsibility for hijacking a U.N. tough response, but one of 


captured and killed a policemen 
last December Israel expelled 415 
Palestinians leading to a four- 
month breakdown in the peace 
negotiations. 

Israeli military radio said the 
killing bore the hallmarks of fun- 
damentalist movements, but no 
one bad claimed responsibility for 
the kidnapping. 

Chief of Staff General Ehud 
Barak had warned Thursday to 
beware or Islamic Jihad, a hard- 
line armed group. “We know that 
the Islamic Jihad is going to cany 
out attacks and we are constantly 
on the alert,” Gen. Barak said. 

Islamic Jihad in Palestine cal- 
led for suicide missions against 
Israelis to avenge the massive 
seven-day assault on Lebanon 
which ended on Saturday. 

The Islamic Jihad claimed re- 


sponsibility for hijacking a U.N. 
bus in Gaza City on Monday 
which left one Israeli dead, and six 
others injured. 

Deputy Defence Minister Mor- 
dechai Gur vowed to smash the 
Palestinian groups behind the 
latest attacks. 


tough response, but one official 
said renewed violence should not 
be allowed to slow down the 
peace process. 

“Much as we are dismayed by 
the incident, we won’t let it cloud 
the positive results of the Christ- 
opher visit.” said Uri Dromi, 


“There is a desire by extremists - director of tbe government press 


to sabotage tbe peace process and 
it is possible that some of the 
incidents are linked to the visit of 
the American secretary of state,” 
Mr. Gur told Israel Radio. 

“But it is also possible there is 
an awakening of some groups 
surprised by the intensity and 
effect of our operation in Leba- 
non. It is dear to us we have to 
make every effort to overpower 
them as quickly as possible and 
that is what we intend to do,” be 
said. 

Israeli leaders called for a 


office, a bureau in Prime Miuisrer 
Yitzhak Rabin’s office. 

Islamic Jihad called a general 
strike Friday to mark the monthly 
anniversary of the start of the 
Palestinian uprising in December 
1987. 

Soldiers clamped an overnight 
curfew in the Ramallah area 
where the kidnapping occurred 
Thursday evening. They detained 
dozens of suspects in house-to- 
house searches, while helicopters 
hovered overhead, Israeli and 
Arab reports said. 


Combined agency dispatches 

TYRE, Lebanon — Iranian- 
backed Hizboliah guerrillas Fri- 
day said they launched three 
attacks against Israeli-occupied 
South Lebanon amid warnings of 
a severe Israeli riposte. 

The attacks on Israel’s self- 
dedared “security zone” came 
less than a day after guerrillas 
fired Katyusha rockets at the 
zone for the first time since a 
massive Israeli blitz ended Satur- 
day in a ceasefire. 

Security services here said the 
guerrillas fired automatic 
weapons and anti-tank rockets in 
three simultaneous attacks in the 
Jisr Al Hamra area, held by 


In occupied Jerusalem, Israeli 
Deputy Defence Minister Motta 
Gur told military radio after 
Thursday night's rocketing that: 
“If the Hizboliah continues we 
will use all the means of our 
disposal and they have felt the 
full force.” 

No group claimed responsibil- 
ity for the rocket attack. 

Israel called off a massive 
seven-day assault on Hizboliah 
and Palestinian guerrillas in 
Lebanon last Saturday saying an 
“understanding” had been 
reached with Syna and Lebanon 
that Jewish settlements bordering 
Lebanon would no longer be 
targetted. 

But Mr. Gur noted that the 


Israeli troops and their proxy* rocketing Thursday did not 
militia, the South Lebanon Army violate the ceasefire. 


(SLA). 

Following Friday's attacks, 
SLA radio warned that “the 
riposte will be very violent if 
these operations continue.” 


Israel “makes a clear differ- 
ence between attacks on the 
security zone and attacks on 
Israeli territory," he said. 

Two Katyusha rocket salvoes 


crashed into the zone Thursday 
night for the first time since the 
ceasefire came into effect last 
Saturday evening. Mortars also 
hit Israeli targets in the zone and 
the army ana militia forces fired 
shells back. 

The recent attacks bring the 
seven the number carried out 
against positions in the “security 
zone" since Saturday's ceasefire. 

The attacks drew retaliatory 
Israeli fire on villages in South 
Lebanon, security sources said. 

There was no immediate report 
of casualties from the exchanges 
along die western sector of the 
zone on tbe last day of U-$. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher's Middle East tour. 

The Israelis and SLA militia- 
men responded with lank fire on 
the villages of Mansoura and 
Izziye, which are policed by U.N. 
peacekeeping troops from Fiji. 

The hostilities forced closure of 
the Hamra crossing, used mostly 


by U.N. troops to reach their 
headquarters in Naqoura, inside 
the zone. 

Hizboliah issued a statement 
claiming responsibility for tbe 
mortar attack, saying they had 
“eliminated a concentration of 
enemy troops," in Bayyada. 

Hizboliah had also claimed re- 
sponsibility for a roadside bomb 
explosion in the "security zone" 
on Thursday. 

There was no claim for the 
Katyusha rocket firing. 

Israel’s week-long military blitz 
against South Lebanon killed at 
least 147 people, wounded 496 
and displaced half a million. 

“We advise those returning to 
their villages and homes not to 
rebuild their houses until the 
government deploys troops in 
their areas,” SLA commander 
Antoine Lahd told a press confer- 
ence in his headquarters in Mar- 

( Continued on page 10 ) 


U.S. to look into Jordan’s complaints 
over effect of sanctions against Iraq 

Washington considers W. Bank and Gaza 
‘ occupied , ’ wants Jerusalem status put off 


Hizboliah steps up attacks on ‘security zone’ 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United States 
has promised to look into Jor- 
dan's demands for offsetting the 
negative impact that the interdic- 
tion of Aqab-bound shipping by 
U.S.-led international forces en- 
forcing the sanctions against Iraq 
is having on the country; and 
Jordanian officials are hoping for 
a “positive result" that observers 
see as a direct outcome of His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit to 
the U.S. in June. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, after talks with King 
Hussein and other officials Thurs- 
day, said tbe U.S. is concerned 
- that the sanctions operate in a fair 
way towards Jordan and that the 
Clinton administration will be 
looking into that quite urgently. 

The impact of the sanctions 
against Iraq on Jordan was 
among the major issues that Were 
raised during Mr. Christopher's 
one-day visit to Jordan where he 
held talks with King Hussein, 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Al 

Crown 

Prince 

underlines 

need to 

modernise 

judiciary 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has underlined the importance of 
Jordan's regional role, which, he 
said, is based on democracy, re- 
spect for human rights, justice 
and the independence of its judi- 
cial system. 

In an address at the graduation 
ceremony of tbe third barch of 
judges at the Jordan Judicial In- 
stitute on Wednesday, Prince 
Hassan called for tbe establish- 
ment of an ombudsman body of 
Jordan. 

“The term ombudsman is Isla- 
mic in origin and means the body 
having authority to inquire into 
and pronounce upon grievances 
of citizens against public author- 
ities," be said. 

The Crown Prince stressed the 
importance of establishing special 
judicial inspection departments 
to improve judicial performance 
in Jordan and speed up work of 
trials in court. 

The Crown Prince also prop- 
osed the creation of an indepen- 
dent committee to inspect court 
works and judicial matters and to 
prepare an annual report to be 
referred to His Majesty King 
Hussein since he is the supreme 
leader of all authorities in the 
Kingdom. 

Tbe judiciary in Jordan, Prince 
Hassan said, has always enjoyed 
the care of King Hussein and will 
always be so since tbe Jordanian 
leadership has deep faith in the 
supremacy of law. 

The Prince called for recording 
court cases in Jordan and to 
document them in a specialised 
judicial journal to be a reference 
for judges in the future. 

He also emphasised the im- 
portance of self-censorship in the 
judicial system out of the powers 
granted to it. 

He dwelt on the immigration of 
50,000 Jews from Central Asia to 
Palestine and the eviction of 
Palestinians from their home- 
land, and questioned the legal 
grounds for this and shed doubts 
over Israel’s respect for human 
rights. ^ 

At the end of the graduation 
ceremony. Prince Hassan distri- 
buted certificates to the graduat- 
ing judges, who numbered 17 and 
of whom several are from Oman. 

Later, Prince Hassan met with 
several judges in the presence of 
Minister of Justice Rateb Al 
Wazani and exchanged with them 

(Continued 00 page 10} 


Majaii and other officials on the 
Middle East peace process and 
bilateral relations. 

“I thanked His Majesty for the 
effective enforcement of (the 
sanctions) but also expressed con- 
cern that they operate in a fair 
and even way towards Jordan and 
indicated that we will be looking 
into that quite urgently," Mr. 
Christopher told a press confer- 
ence after an hour-long meeting 
with King Hussein. 

In a letter to the U.S. Congress 
in< July, Mr. Christopher said 
Jordanian officials had given him 
assurances.: that the country was 
implementing the sanctions 
against Iraq and the U.S. “was 
taking these assurances serious- 
ly-” 

Tbe secretary of state Friday 
ended a five-day Middle East 
shuttle saying he has put the 
Arab-Israeli negotiations back on 
track. 

King Hussein said Mr. Christ- 
opher’s visit provided an oppor- 
tunity to discuss problems and 
concerns in regards “to achieving 
our objectives for conditions 


which we seek for all in the region 
iu the context of a just and 
durable peace." 

Jordanian officials said Friday 
their meetings with Mr. Christ- 
opher mainly served as a forum 
“to exchange views" on the peace 
process and means of getting it 
back on track. 

Mr. Christopher, who recently 
referred to the West Bank and 
Gaza as “disputed territories," 
told reporters that the U.S. still 
views the “territories as occupied 
territories.” 

Replying to a question on 
whether the U.S. had changed its 
position on the status of the West 
Bank and Gaza, Mr. Christopher 
said there is “absolutely no 
change.... (the West Bank and 
Gaza) are occupied territories.” 

He said that the status of Jeru- 
salem should be left to negotia- 
tions on the final status of the 
occupied territories and the “par- 
ties should not take steps that 
(would) interfere with the final 
solution." 

(Continued on page 10 1 


Abdul Shafi calls for 
‘national dialogue’ 
among Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( Agencies j — Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, head of the Palestinian 
team negotiating with Israel, Fri- 
day called for a “national dia- 
logue" to discuss the future of 
Middle East peace talks. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, who boycot- 
ted this week’s meetings with 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, said Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat should 
broaden tbe decision-making pro- 
cess to indude hardline factions 
and independents. 

“We need to reach for a broad 
consensus on the basic and crucial 
issues. Tbe leadership must re- 
flect the mood of the people. It 
must test and research it," Dr. 
Abdul Shafi said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, a physician 
from Gaza, repeated his call for 
democratic reform that would 
force Mr. Arafat to share power 
with other Palestinians. 

“Collective leadership means 
that Palestinian faction leaders 
and influential independent and 
personalities must participate in 
the decision-making process with- 
in the PLO,” he said. 

Other Palestinian leaders have 
opposed the so-called national' 
dialogue, saying it would slow 
down the peace process. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi was critical of 
the Christopher mission for fad- 
ing to break the impasse over key 
issues such as the future of Jeru- 
salem and Palestinian demands 
for sovereignty over the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“The Americans brought us no 
new positions. Their intervention 
(fid not help,” he said . “I have no 
clear reason for optimism.” 

Dr. Abdul Shafi 's deputy in the 
negotiating team, delivered a sca- 
thing attack on U.S. policy in the 
Middle East as Mr. Christopher 
left the region Friday. 

“It has become very difficult if 
not impossible to differentiate 
between American and Israeli 
positions on the issue of Jeru- 
salem... violation of human rights 
and the issue of settlements," 
said Saeb Erakat. deputy head of 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
bilateral peace talks. 

“Christopher judges Arab 
proposals according to how for 
Israel would accept or approve 
such proposals," he wrote in an 
article for Palestine Press Ser- 
vices. 

Evidence of “biased American 
policy" can be found also on the 
Syrian-Israeli track of the bilater- 
al talks, according to Dr. Erakat. 

“Israel seeks to divide the prin- 
ciple of land for peace, talking 
only about the nature of peace 
regardless of any commitment to 



Haidar Abdul Shafi 
withdrawal from Syrian terri- 
tory," he said, saying Mr. Christ- 
opher had adopted the same line. 

“No peace will be achieved by 
such an unfair attitude." he 
warned. 

“It is nonsense that Christ- 
otpher comes to the region and 
leaves without declaring the ne- 
cessity of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories... 
without exerting pressure on 
Israel to comply with the princi- 
ple of land for peace, or the 
recognition of east Jerusalem as 
occupied territory.” 

“These principles have been 
adopted by tbe American admi- 
nistration since 1967, but are not 
declared nowadays," he noted. 

Dr. Erakat was in the delega- 
tion which on Thursday handed 
Mr. Christopher a document of 
principles in a second meeting 
this week with the secretary. 

The session, scheduled for an 
hour, lasted only about 20 mi- 
nutes. The Americans said they 
would study the secret paper.' 
which came in answer to a U.S. 
document. 

The Palestinians rejected the 
U.S. draft because it suggests 
setting aside the question of East 
Jerusalem for several years in line 
with Israeli wishes. 

Israel refuses to consider the 
status of what it claims as its 
“united capital" at least until the 
third year of autonomy, . when 
discussions on a final settlement 
are set to begin. 

In Cairo, a senior PLO official 
said the United States has so far 
failed to pressure Israel enough 
to reactivate the peace talks. 

"The United States is not mak- 
ing enough effort to pressure 
Israel into folly committing itself 
to tbe peace process,” Farouk 
Kaddoumi, tbe PLO's political 
apartment head, said. 

“Hie Israeli assault on South 
Lebanon proves that Israel does 
not want peace and does not warn 
to make any progress," he said, 
preferring to the seven-day Israeli 
blitz. 
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NAIROBI (R) — Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter urged the 
United Nations Friday to get its 
humanitarian operations back on 
track in Somalia, where its milit- 
ary forces have become 
embroiled in a guerrilla war. 

“I hope that the U.N. will 
continue its efforts to provide 
humanitarian relief instead of 
Trying to rely on military efforts 
and the capture of General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed of 
which I do not approve," Mr. 
Carter told reporters in Nairobi. 

Mr. Carter said he did not want 
to usurp the role of the U.N. His 
criticism followed an' outcry tty 
human rights group and disgrun- 
tled U.N. staff against what they 
see as an operation that has lost 
sight of its mission to help a 
nation destroyed 'by famine and 
anarchy. 

The U.N. is offering a reward 
for the arrest of warlord Aideed 
for his alleged role in the mas- 
sacre of 24 Pakistani U.N. troops 
in early June. 

The U.N. has killed at least 120 
Somalis and lost several more of 
its own troops since the killings of 
the Pakistanis. Four journalists 
were also murdered by angry 
Somalis after a U.N. helicopter 
attack in Mogadishu on July 12. 

Some critics of the U.N. opera- 
tion . which they say is no longer a 
neutral force in the conflict, have 
suggested that an independent 
body such as a human rights 
group investigate and mediate in 
the dispute between Gen. Aideed 
and the U-N. 

Mr. Carter, who has mediated 
in the Sudan and former Ethio- 
pian civil wars, did not specifical- 
ly offer bis services for Somalia 
but said he could play a role in 
solving the region's conflicts. 

“V/e have always maintained 
an interest in conflict resolution 
in Africa, and if the Carter Cen- 



Ah American soldier carries some of the weapons seized by Malaysian 
U.N. soldiers (background) in the quarters' of the humanitarian Irish 
aid organisation in Mogadishu Thursday. The troops found the cache 
conducting a sweep in sooth 'Mogadishu (AFP photo) 


tre could play a* role in conflict 
resolution here then we would be 
happy to do so,” he said. 

Mr. Carter met Kenyan Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi, who has 
also mediated between warring 
parties in the region, to discuss 
Somalia and the war in neigh- 
bouring Sudan earlier this week 
before going on Safari with his 
wife. 

“I met with him to hear his 
opinion of what could be done in 
Somalia and because of his rela- 
tionship with Sudan, I wanted to 
discuss what could be done there 
to work for peace,” Mr. Carter 
said. 

This were Mr. Carter also met 
rebel Sudanese Peoples Libera- 
tion Army leader John Garang 


and Riak Machar, who leads a 
rebel splinter group fighting both 
the Khartoum government and 
Colonel Garang. 

Mr. Carter flew to Uganda's 
capital Kampala to promote his 
programme to eradicate guinea 
worm, a parasite that affects 
many African countries. On 
Saturday he will fly to Khartoum 
for talks with Sudanese military 
junta leader Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir. 

“It’s my intention to promote a 
cessation of the conflict currently 
going on in southern Sudan and 
to promote humanitarian relief 
activities — to that end I will be 
taking messages to Khartoum 
im the John Garang group,” 
. Carter said. 
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u dose Demjanjuk case 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. Justice Department 
] nursday urged a federal appeals 
court to close the case against 
accused Nazi guard John Dem- 
j&nju!: and abide by the ruling 
the: stripped him of his U.S. 
citizenship. 

In a brief filed with the appeals 
court in Cincinnati, the depart- 
ment' said the court should leave 
undisturbed previous rulings in which 
the 73-year-old retired Cleveland 
car worker was stripped of his 
U.S. citizenship in 1981 and 
ordered deported in 1986. 

While Justice Department 
lawyers acknowledged that doubt 
has been cast on whether Dem- 
janjuk was a guard at the Treb- 
linka camp, they said sufficient 
evidence exists that be served at a 
Nazi training centre and another 
concentration camp in Poland. 

The Cincinnati tribunal — offi- 
cially called as the Sixth U.S. 
Circuit of Court of Appeals — 
has jurisdiction over federal 
appeal cases in Ohio, including 
Cleveland where Demjanjuk 
lived. 

The same U.S. appeals court 
ruled on Tuesday that Demjan- 
juk must be permitted to return 
to the United States from Israel, 
where he has been held since 
1985, while it considers the case. 
The Israeli supreme court, last 
week cleared Demjanjuk of being 
c guard who operated the gas 
chambers at Treblinka. 

The Justice Department has 
not yet decided whether to appeal 
Tuesday’s decision by the U.S. 
appeals court. If the government 
appeals as expected, the Justice 
Department would have to file a 
separate motion arguing Demjan- 
juk should not be allowed to 
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re-enter the country. 

The brief filed on Thursday, 
responding to a ruling in June by 
a judge, also urged the court to 
accept the finding that U.S. pro- 
secutors did not deliberately con- 
ceal evidence that would have 
cleared Demjanjuk. , 

“As the special master (Judge) 
recommended, it is now time to 
dose the case,” department 
lawyer Patty Merkamp Stemler 
said in the 62-page brief. “In 
sum, Demjanjuk has had an 
opportunity to raise every con- 
ceivable objection to the judg- 
ments against him. Each argu- 
ment has been rejected.” 

Despite last week's ruling by 
Israel's highest court, Demjanjuk 
remains in Israel, barred from 
going to the United States or his 
native Ukraine. 

An Israeli supreme court panel 
has set a hearing for Aug. 11 on 
whether he might stand trial 
again in that country based on 
evidence he was a guard at Nad 
camps other than Treblinka. 

Bom Ivan Demjanjuk, he haS 
insisted that he never was a guard 
at any Nazi camp and has teen a 
victim of mistaken identity. 

The appeals court in Cincinnati 
has set its next hearing in the case 
for Sept. 3. 

Eight Nazi camp survivors 
asked the Israeli supreme court 
Thursday to try Demjanjuk on 
new charges and claimed his free- 
dom would signal forgiveness to 
Nazi war criminals everywhere. 

“I have an obligation to the 
people who were destroyed. I 
remember before they went to 
the gas chamber, they shouted, 
‘Lord of Israel, tell the world what 
they are doing here and take 
revenge,”’ said Dow Fraiberg. 


Chordi of the Aunmdatfan Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Cfavcb Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tfcl, 

775261. 

St. Ep h r aim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Ch ur c h Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lnlbcm Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824, 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.675691. 


WEATHER 

Bufietm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Normal summer weather will prevail 
and winds wiQ be north westerly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seatcalm. 

Min. /Max. temp. 

Airman 20/32 

Aqaba 25/40 

Deserts 20/37 

Jordan Valley 23 / 38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 32, Aqaba 41, Humidity readings: 
Amman 24 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 



John Demjanjuk 

Mr. Fraiberg and the seven 
others were at the Sobibor camp 
in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

They did not identify Demjan- 
juk as a Sobibor guard, but noted 
that the Israeli high court had 
found evidence he was there as 
part of a unit of Ukrainian col- 
laborators. 

Hie Sobibor charges were not 
contained in the original indict- 
ment, and the judges recom- 
mended against opening a new 
trial against the retired autowork- 
er. . _ 

Letting Demjanjuk go would 
mean “granting pardon and for- 
giveness to Nazi war criminals 
around the world,” said the 
appeal, which was joined by the 
Simon Wiesenthal Centre, a Los 
Angles-based Nazi hunting 
group. 

The Israeli high court accepted 
the survivors’ petition and com- 
bined it with two appeals filed last 
week. The appeal has delayed 
Demjanjuk's deportation from 
Israel, which bad teen scheduled 
for last Sunday, to give the attor- 
ney general time to consider a 
new trial. 


Cairo to 
open largest 
case against 
militants 

CAIRO (AP) — An Egyptian 
military court will start the trial 
Monday of the first group of 
defendants in the government's 
biggest case against extremists, 
involving 756 people. 

The defendants are charged 
with belonging to an illegal group 
■called “the Vanguards of Islam," 
a revival of the Jihad organisation 
that assassinated President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981, a military 
source said Friday. 

The trial of the first 53 defen- 
dants will be held at Cairo's Red 
Mountain military barracks 
where the 22 militants who were 
convincted of Sadat's assassina- 
tion were tried. Five of them 
were executed. 

All those going on trial are 
accused in the militant 19-month 
campaign to overturn President 
Hosni Mubarak’s secular govern- 
ment and replace it with strict 
Islamic role. 

The case of the 756 is divided 
into two sets of charges, said the 
military source, who spoke on to 
the AP condition of anonymity. 
The first involves 234 people who 
are accused of committing crimes 
in the Cairo area. 

The remaining 522 are charged 
with belonging to Vanguards of 
Islam provincial branches and 
plotting to cany out car bombs 
and assassinations. 

The 53 going on trial Monday 
face charges in Cairo. They are 
accused of killing a truck driver 
and stealing his van; slaying two 
police and an embassy guard to 
steal weapons, illegal possession 
of arms and falsifying documents. 
Six of the defendants are at large. 

Mr. Mubarak started referring 
extremist cases to military courts 
earlier this year to ensure quicker 
verdicts. In civilian courts, cases 
often drag on for years. 

The military courts have sent- 
enced 22 militants to death, and 
14 have been hanged. Another 
extremist with a death sentence 
from a civilian court also was 
executed. 

Human rights organisations 
have criticised Mr. Mubarak's de 
dsion to refer radicals to military 
court, which allow no appeal 
except for presidential clemency. 

More than 190 people have 
teen killed in the radicals' cam- 
paign of violence or in confronta- 
tions between the extremists and 
authorities. 

The militants' main targets 
have been Christians, police and 
government officials. Last year 
they started attacking foreign 
tourists. More recently, author- 
ities blamed them for a series or 
nail-packed bombs in public 
places that killed and wounded 
many ordinary people. 

The 248 militants were arrested 
in May in a sweep in the greater 
Cairo area. Qalyoubiya province 
tend Alexandria. 

The military prosecution has 
divided them into five groups to 
be tried in separate military 
courts. 

Pharmacist killed 

Suspected extremists shot and 
killed a Coptic Christian pharma- 
cist in southern Egypt. 

Philip A1 Kuuunus, 36, died 
instantly from a gunshot to the 
bead Thursday in the village of 
Dairut A1 Sherif near the town of 
Dairut, police said. 

Police are still investigating the 
motive of the killing. They have 
set up checkpoints in the village 
looking for the assailants. 

Militants have killed Christian 
pharmacists for selling contracep- 
tives, which are considered offen- 
sive to some Muslims. Other vic- 
tims have been accused of col- 
laborating with authorities or kil- 
led out of sectarian hatred. 

Christian Copts account for 6 
million of Egypt’s 58 million 
population, which is largely Mus- 
lim. In May 1992, militants killed 
13 Christians in a dispute over 
property ownership. 
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TRAINING: Palestinian fighters learn to handle a 
Lebanon (AFP photo) 


rockeg in a training camp in southern 


Lebanese billionaire and 
independence hero found killed 


BEIRUT (AP) — Billionaire 
Henry Pharoun, a Lebanese 
independence hero who once 
owned the world's biggest racing 
stable of Arabian horses, was 
found stabbed to death Friday in 
his hotel room bed, police said. 
He was 92. 

The body of his driver and 
bodyguard, Yousef Sorour, 45, 
was found near the bed, also with 
stab wounds so severe that police 
at first reported both bodies had 
been riddled with bullets. 

Police said they had no clue as 
to.the motive. 

A Greek Catholic who had a 
passion for horses and once 
boasted he owned more Arabian 
racers than anyone, Pharoun had 
lived for the last 18 months at the 
seaside Carlton Hotel. He moved 
there after his only son, Naji, sold 
Pharoun’s famous palace to a 
Saudi Arabian prince. 

Pharoun’s stables contained 
more than 300 racing Arabian 
horses in the 1950s and 1960s. 

He was ( one of a group of 
Christian 2nd Muslim politicians 
.who struggled to make Lebanon 
independent frpm,France in 1943. 
He designed {Lebanon's' red and 
white flag, with a green cedar in 
the centre, and served as foreign 
minister and in other cabinet 
posts in the fledgling country. 

Pharoun was one of the most 
respected champions of peaceful 
coexistence between Christians 
and Muslims, and took no sides 
during the 1975-1990 civil war. 


His international reputation 
derived mainly from the anti- 
quities, art objects and wonders 
of Oriental architecture he amas- 
sed at his two-storey palace on 
the green line that split Beirut 
during the war. 

Among his possessions was one 
of the five letters allegedly writ- 
ten by the Prophet Mohammad 
on deer skin. 

Pharoun lived in solitude in the 
palace despite frequent bombard- 
ment during the war. He moved 
to the Carlton after the house was 
sold in 1991, and its contents put 
into a museum. 

Although he had quit politics 
long ago, Pharoun remained head 
of Lebanon’s Committee for Pre- 
serving the Arabian Horse and 
chairman of the Beirut race track. 

He tried to restart the races 
during the war. saying, “1 want to 
see them running again before I 
die.” 

His dream came true in Janu- 
ary 1990. Although he bad a 
bfokenirip, Pharoun was driytiq ; : 
ter' the racetrack, where other, 
members of the governing com- 
mittee helped him duflkthe stairs 
tcT'a reviewing stand where he 
presided over the reopening of 
the races. 

“The track and the port are the 
mam bastions of peaceful coexist- 
ence that ensures Lebanon’s sur- 
vival,” Pharoun said at that cere- 
mony. his last public speech on 
the occasion. When crowds burst 
into cheers and chants for bis long 


life, Pharoun wept and could not 
continue his speech. 

Pharoun beaded the port au- 
thority for 30 years. It is now ran 
by the government. 

Pharoun married NawaB Kas- 
sar, heiress of a wealthy Palesti- 
nian family from Jaffa, in 1922, 
when then he was the tennis 
champion of Lebanon. She died 
before the civil war broke out. 
They bad one child. 

The gray stone Pharoun palace 
resembled a Gothic castle with a 
hodgepodge of Greek, Roman and 
other statues and sarcophagi in 
the walled garden. Inside, it was a 
treasure trove of art that Pharoun 
had collected from palaces and 
mansions of bygone Arab and 
near eastern potentates- 

Some of the ground-floor 
rooms were fined with 15th cen- 
tury Damascene ceilings, made of 
carved and painted wood, embel- 
lished with gold leaf. 

One room was panelled in au- 
thentic delft blue and white cera- 
mic tiles. Carved and inlaid 
wooden furniture more than a. 
century old lined the-walls. Anti- 
que carpets cushioned the floor. 

Pharoun was born in Alexan- 
dria, Egypt in 1901. His family 
moved in 1905 to Beirut, where 
Pharoun was educated in French 
missionary schools. He went to 
college in Switzerland and re- 
ceived his law degree at France’s 
Lyon University. He founded one 
of Beirut’s oldest banks. Bank 
Pharoun and Shiha. 



Abbas 
Hamadi 
released 
from jail 
flies bom 

FRANKFURT (Agencies} 
Lebanese jailed for kidnaping 
left Frankfort airport for mf na- 
tive Lebanon Friday after serving 
half of a 13-year prison sentence 
in Germany, airport offictakiaici. 

Ali Abbas Hamadi, imprisoned 
for his role in kidnappingrtwo 
German businessmen, left for 
Beirut on a scheduled Middle 
East Airlines flight at 3.00 jjjn. 
(1300 GMT), after his release 
from jail in nearby Saarbntecfcexi. 

Abbas Hamadi was brought^ 
Frankfort amid tight security; and f 
was escorted onto the plane by ^ 
two German guards. He did not 
glance back at watching journal* 
ists. 

He was jailed for the kidnap- 
ping of Rudolf Cordes and Alfred 
Schmidt in a failed bid to free bis 
younger brother Mohaaunaff ~A B 
Hamadi, held in Germany for the 
1985 hijacking of a U-S. airliner 
to Beirut in which a U.S. jiavy 
diver was killed. 

Businessmen were eventually 

freed unharmed. i . 

Justice officials have said tjiere 
are no plans to release Moham- 
mad Ali, jailed for life in £989, 
who would have to serve at least 
15 years in prison before beam- 
ing eligible for early release % 
under German Law. . ; J 
German authorities 
announced in April that Afc jte 
Hamadi would be releasdQfm 
August, having served half his 
sentence, he became eligible titis 
month for remission '* 
However, the audio; 
manded as an essential 
that he renounce his 
nationality, acquired 
marriage, so that he cou^ 
expelled as an undesirable jafieu 
after his early release. ■ j . 

Mohammad Hamadi remangsia 
prison at Schwaimstadt, bear 
Frankfurt. p. 

The fate of the brothers {wb 
long linked to that of the lasCtoo 
German hostages held in Leba- 
non, Thomas Kemptner faad 
Heinrich Struebig, whose kidhap- 
pers had demanded an exchange . 
of prisoners. The hostages were 
finally released in June 1992&J 
lowing pressure from Iran 4 ' 
German authorities said 
had been no trade-off involved® 
the release of Mr. Kemptne^and 
Mr. Struebig. ; i 

On Thursday the fathef 
Abbas Hamadi, interviewed 
Sawwane, in South Lebaa 



thanked the German govejAfient 
for his son's release. 


Walsh closing books on Iran-contra probe 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Inde- 
pendent counsel Lawrence E. 
Walsh completed his inconclusive 
616-year investigation of the Iran- 
contra affair Thursday Ity filing a 
report with a special court that 
appointed him. 

The court may make the report 
public but is not required to do 
so. In the past, portions of re- 
ports on other publicly known 
independent counsel investiga- 
tions have been released. 

Mr. Walsh’s report, which re- 
mains secret for now, must de- 
scribe the investigation, say what 
happened to all defendants and 
give the reasons why any cases 
were not prosecuted. 

Filing the report is one of the 
last steps before Mr. Walsh closes 
his offices. Only a few aides 
remain on hand for housekeeping 
chores. 

Iran-contra figures named in 
the report are allowed to submit 
comments, which eventually 
could become public. 

As of June 30, Mr. Walsh’s 
investigation of alleged Reagan 
administration misdoings had 
cost the taxpayers' $35.7 million. 


Although he obtained 11 con- 
victions, Mr. Walsh’s investiga- 
tion of U.S.-Iran arms deals and 
secret Reagan administration 
aide to Nicaraguan rebels was 
frustrated by appeals court deci- 
sions and presidential pardons. 

An appeals court overturned 
tiie convictions of two key figures 
at the heart of the Iran-contra 
thicket, former National Security 
Adviser John Poindexter and for- 
mer White House aide Oliver 
North. 

President George Bush's 
Christmas eve pardon of Caspar 
Weinberger last year short- 
circuited a move by Mr. Walsh to 
prosecute the former defence 
secretary on charges that be lied 
about his knowledge of the arms 
deals turned at winning the re- 
lease of American hostages. 

Mr. Bush's pardon of Duane 
Qarridge derailed a trial of the 
former Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) official on charges 
of lying to investigators. 

The convictions of Mr. North 
and Mr. Poindexter were over- 
turned by appellate court rulings 
that the testimony they were 


forced to give Congress under 
limited grants of immunity had 
unfairly tainted their trials. 

Mr. Walsh obtained nine other 
convictions, including a guilty 
plea by former National Security 
Adviser Robert C. McFariane, 
who admitted that he withheld 
information from Congress. 

Mr. McFariane was among 
those pardoned last year by Mr. 
Bush along with former Assistant 
Secretary of State Elliott Abrams 
and former CIA officials Clair 
George and Alan Hers. 

Mr. Bush, however, did not 
pardon arms dealers Richard V. 
Secord, a former air force major 
general, and Albert Hakim, who 
brokered the sale of U.S. aims to 
Iran in 1985 and 1986. Both 
pleaded guilty to different 
charges and cooperated with Mr. 
Walsh's investigation. 

Nor did Mr. Bush pardon Tho- 
mas G. Clines, who is the only 
man to go to prison for Iran- 
contra convictions. 

Mr. Clines, a former CIA offi- 
cial who worked for Gen. Secord 
and Mr. Hakim, was convicted of 
tax evasion for underreporting his 


share of arms -sale proceeds; He 
served a 16-month prison fcrm 
and was fined $40,000. j 
The Iran-contra affair^ ex- 
ploded on Nov. 25, 1986, 
Attorney General Edwin' ML 
announced that money from the 
Reagan White House’s anns/ales 
to Iran — which had been public- 
ly exposed earlier that month — 
had been diverted to the centra 
guerrillas fighting the tefltojgo* 
eminent of Nicaragua. 4 
Congress had cut off CIA * * 
ary aid to the contras in 

1984. But subsequent i 

tion by Congress showedrthat 
National Security Councilfcffl^ 
North — at the direction of-fis 
superiors — had set up a clandes- 
tine private aid network ttwbdp 
the rebels. , 

The secret contra support op- 
eration was financed majnlytfihffl 
contributions by friendly fare# 
governments — an arranges neat 
that Mr. Reagan, Mr. Bush and 
top cabinet officers discussed in 
detail at a meeting in June 19W* 
according to documents unco- 
yCTed during subsequent inves- 
tigations. . - . 
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to mark 
King’s 

accession 
fto throne 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will mark a public holiday next 
Wednesday in observance of 
the anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's accession to the 
throne. On the occasion, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
AJ Majali Friday issued a com- 
munique ordering the closure 
of all ministries, government 
departments and institutions. 
In a related development, the 
Great Arab Revolt Club Fri- 
day announced that it was 
hosting a series of events to 
mark the occasion. Sources at 
the dub said it will be hosting 
officials who served during the 
early years of the King's reign 
to talk about development wit- 
nessed in Jordan under his 
leadership. The dub will also 
organise special programmes 
aimed at serving the local com- 
munity. These programmes in- 
clude offering medical services 
free of charge for residents of 
remote areas in the Kingdom. 
President of the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civilisa- 
tion Research Nassereddin Ai 
Assad will Saturday deliver a 
lecture on higher education in 
Jordan at the club as part of 
these programmes. 
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HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Friday is seen off at the airport by Prime 
Genna^- -^Minister Abdul Salam Ai Majali. Their. Royal 
’ Highnesses Prince Hassan and Princess Sar- 
vath left for Belgium to attend the funeral of 
King Banoouin of Belgium who died last 
Saturday. Prince Hassan, who is accompanied 
by Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Talal 
•Sataan AI Hassan, will convey to the Belgian 
royal family and people the condolences of His 
Majesty King Hussein and the Jordanian 
government and people. Their Royal Highnes- 
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•£12 - AMMAN (Petra) — Former 
frtfici b: 1 "Speaker of the llth Lower House 
of Parliament Abdul Ladf Ara- 

biyal Th “ rsda y 156,11 a lettcr of 


ses were also seen off by Royal Court Chief 
Khaled AI Knraki, Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad A! Lawzi, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid, the King’s private 
chamberlain, Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sumayya Bint AI Hassan and other senior 
officials. The 62-year-old King Baudooin, 
Europe’s longest reigning monarch, died of a 
heart attack last Saturday while on holiday in 
Spain. His reign started in 1951. (Petra 
photo). 


Former House speaker thanks King 



■ the House on His Majesty's confi- 
’""dence in them. 


aniy 


(#■ 


. “With appreciation and respect 

received Your Majesty's kind 
ladsrt^V* . letter in which Your Majesty has 
lido^ 3 " expressed your appreciation of 
• * the role of the llth Lower House 
conn**..' the fields of legislation and 
nanfi^ S monitoring (the government's 
by bj". 1 performance), and of my role (as 
J id ■ House speaker) 


jaD 


It 1 


-three years.” 


over a period of 


' • Dr. Arabiyat said in his letter: 
rfo#**’ -• *‘Or. behalf of my brothers, the 
doo** - ■ - members of the llth Lower 
House, and in my name, I thank 
Your Majesty for your kind 
- -appreciation and confidence, and 
_ S at the same time affirm that our 


march, characterised with good 
deeds, shuxa (consultation) and 
faith in a steadfast Jordan, is the 
solid rock on which all conspiracy 
attempts and corruption will be 
shattered,” he added. 

Dr. Arabiyat expressed his be- 
lief that Jordan has achieved 
great strides because of the 
King's wise leadership, the Jorda- 
nian people’s awareness and the 
efficiency of the country’s institu- 
tions. 

He stressed that all Jordanians 
will work together under King 
Hussein’s leadership to prevent 
“the enemies of freedom, shura 
and democracy,” from undermin- 
ing Jordan's march. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday issued a Royal De- 
cree dissolving the Lower House 
of Parliament and sent a letter to 
Dr. Arabiyat expressing his deep 
appreciation to him and his col- 
leagues for their efforts during 



Abdul Latif Arabiyat 

the elected legislative body's ses- 
sion. 

Also Wednesday, the govern- 
ment had set Nov. 8 as th- date 
for electing Jordan's 12th Lower 
House. 


■a 
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Two separate_suicides reported 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two people, 
one of Egyptian nationality, com- 
mitted-suicide in Amman Thurs- 
day, according to local press re- 
ports. 

•; ’ A 19-year-old Egyptian man 
identified by the police as A.M. 
was reported by Sawt AJ Shaab 
-daily Friday to have swallowed a 
' large amount of insecticides, 

!i . The Egyptian, who bad been 
working at a hotel in Amman for 


one month, had left a letter with 
another Egyptian worker in the 
same hotel asking him to send it 
to his family in Egypt, according 
to the report quoting the testi- 
mony of his fellow worker identi- 
fied as Ramadan. The letter was 
reported to be a suicide note. 

Ramadan, along with another 
worker and the son of the hotel 
owner, found the dying man in 
his room. 


He was taken to AI Bashir 
Hospital and was pronounced 
dead upon arrival; police were 
reported to be investigating the 
case after they had seized a bag of 
insecticides described to be highly 
dangerous, according to the re- 
port. 

Another report said that a 
Jordanian, aged 40 years and 
identified only as FSM, commit- 
ted suidde by hanging himself, 


HOMES NEWS IN BRIEF 


injured tourist well, leaves Amman Fuheis Festival opens 


i -AMMAN (J.T.) — An Italian tourist who was 
injured when she fell off a horse in Perra left' 
IjAxnman Friday. She commended the medical 
. , I -treatment offered to her and thanked the Jorda- 
f 1 * jLnian government and said she will be back to 
TJondan to complete her tour when she fully 
recuperates. She was visited by Health Minister 
-'Abdul -Rahim Maihas Thursday. 


FUHEIS (Petra) — A cultural festival involving a 
variety of performances by local and Arab troupes 
is underway in Fuheis. The festival, formally 
opened Thursday by Tourism Minister Yanal 
Hikmat, has been organised by Fuheis Youth Club 
as part of the Kingdom's celebrations of His 
Majesty King Hussein's coronation anniversary 
this month. 


Competition narrows to between 4 international 
firms for contract to study RJ privatisation strate 


By a Jordan Times 
’’iaff Reporter 

AMMAN — A government- 
appointed technical committee 
has opened negotiations with four 
international consultancy com- 
panies on awarding a contract to 
study the best strategy and 
mechanism to privatise Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national air 
carrier. 

“The field has been narrowed 
to four from the eight companies 
which had submitted offers,” said 
on informed source. “The tech- 
, nical committee is negotiating the 
contract with the four and a 
decision could be expected in the 
next 10 days,” the source told the 
Jordan Times. 

“The objective of the proposed 
study is to come up with the best 
strategy and mechanism to priva- 
tise RJ,” said the source, who 
preferred anonymity.” 

According to the source, the 
contract value is in the range of 
$250,000 to $500,000. The source 
refused (o give further details. 

Among the companies which 
had submitted offers were: Price 
Waterhouse, Arthur Anderson 
and Company, KPMG Pear Mar- 
wick, Ernst & Young, Touche 
Ross and Company and Coopers 
& Lybrand Delottie. 

The offers were submitted ear- 
ly this year and earlier expecta- 
tions that a decision was immi- 
nent in February did not mater- 



This December Royal Jordanian celebrates 30 years of operation as the Hashemite Kingdom's national 
(file photo) 


ialise. 

The source declined to identify 
the four whose offers are under 
consideration. 

Arthur Anderson & Company 
conducted a study on RJ affairs 
last year and recommended that 


the airline's capital be raised to 
$100 million from the present JD 
22 million (about S33 million). 

The technical committee is part 
of a larger, high-level committee 
chaired by the minister of trans- 
port which was set up last year to 


study the situation of the airline 
and come up with the best means 
to privatise it. 

RJ’s operational side is reg- 
istering good profits, but the air- 
line is burdened with over 5300 
million in local and foreign debts. 


taxing i( up to S40 million in year 
in debt^ servicing. 

The first phase of the privatisa- 
tion process, according to the 
recommendations by auditors 
Arthur Anderson & Company. 
wiU be the transfer of pan own- 
ership to Jordanian government 
agencies and institutions such a.*, 
the Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
company, the Social Security 
Corporation and the Housing 
Bank. These institutions are esti- 
mated to hold about 40 per cent 
of the airline's debts. 

The second phase will be im- 
plemented with shares offered to 
the private sector — both local 
and foreign — but the govern- 
ment will ensure that the controll- 
ing interest will remain with 
Jordanian institutions by limiting 
the shares on offer to foreign 
interests in 49 per cent, according 
ro che sources. 

Another senior source -uid: ■'!» 
is no longer an issue whether . 
privatise RJ; it is a question o; 
how best to do i;.“ 

The source categorical I; re- 
jected reports that several inter- 
national airlines were m touch 
with RJ with a view to acquiring 
RJ shares. 

“We have yet to take the first 
step towards privatising RJ." 
noted the source. "We do not 
even know the shape of the com- 
pany. All talks about other air- 
lines conducting negotiations on 
RJ shares are unfounded.” 


Majali says efforts to 
modernise foreign ministry 
will be fully supported 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting upon 
directives of His Majesty King 
Hussein, the government will ex- 
tend all possible support to the 
Foreign Ministry in its drive to 
modernise and raise the stan- 
dards and skills of its staff, said 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam AI 
Majali Thursday. 

' Addressing a meeting held at 
the foreign ministry to review 
new plans for modernisation, the 
prime minister said he under- 
stood all the ministry’s require- 
ments in this respea and backs its 
efforts to recruit qualified staff 
and establish a Jordanian diplo- 
mats institute to train new foreign 
service personnel. 

Dr. Majali was commenting on 
a general plan presented at the 
meeting by Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal AI Hassan 
entailing modernisation and the 
ministry's efforts to develop in- 
ternational relations. 

The premier outlined Jordan’s 



Abdul Salam AI Majali 

foreign policy, stressing the main 
issues of concern to the Kingdom, 
especially the Middle East peace 
process and the country's drive to 
extend support to the Palestinian 
people in regaining their legiti- 
mate rights. 


Government to join efforts 
in preventing forest fires 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Interior 
Ministry is coordinating with 
other gowemment departments, 
particularly the Agriculture 
Ministry, to protea wooded re- 
gions and stem the rising number 
of fires reported in different parts 
of the country according to In- 
terior Minister Salameh Ham- 
mad. 

Most of the fires result from 
negligence on the part of vaca- 
tioners and there is need for an 
integrated plan to deal with this 
problem said the minister Thurs- 
day during an inspection visit to 
the Civil Defence Department 
(CDD). 

In praising the efforts of the 
CDD fences, the minister said he 
would back all their efforts to 
acquire modern fire-fighting 
equipment and highly skilled staff 
to carry out various duties. 

Mr. Haznmad also voiced his 
support for the idea of creating a 
special academy to train recruits 


in civil defence work including 
fire fighting. 

Because of the variety of CDD 
responsibility there is need for an 
amendment to the CDD law so 
that it can promote its work and 
offer berrer services to the public, 
suggested Mr. Hamm ad. 

He said the CDD headquarters 
should develop its administrative 
system and acquire a computer 
system that would help it coordin- 
ate its work with the public and 
private sectors and provide 
speedy service. 

The minister listened to a brief- 
ing presented by CDD Director 
Afif AJ Ghoul who spoke of a 
plan to promote the civil defence 
apparatus to handle any 
emergency. 

Lieutenant General Ghoul also 
said the CDD was planning to 
transform the CDD centre at 
Sahab Industrial City into an 
academy, adding that this would 
cost at least JD 16 million. 



Sons, a popular summertime beverage made from the liquorice root. 
Is served from a traditional jug in downtown Amman (file photo) 


Ministry moves closer to forming 
national health insurance plan 


By Kathrine Rath 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After several 
aborted attempts to provide Jor- 
dan with a comprehensive health 
insurance scheme, a national in- 
surance plan is now closer to 
being formulated at the Ministry 
of Health. 

Health Minister Abdul Rahim 
Maihas, in a recent interview with 
the Jordan Times outlined the 
basic principles of the plan and 
said that the aim is to create a 
structure which, through mem- 
bership, links the people in need 
of a health service with the peo- 
ple and institutions able to pro- 
vide this service. He also said that 
it is important to develop a 
scheme which can be made easily 
available to the public and 
“which can provide people with 
the service in a comfortable man- 
ner.” 

Dr. Maihas said the scheme 
will be open to “anybody, Jorda- 
nian or non-Jordanian, or any 
group, Jordanian or non- 
Jordanian, who would like to buy 
all or pan of the medical service 
given by the health care provider 
... under conditions previously 
agreed upon by the (scheme’s) 
administration." 

Thus, one does not need to 
hold Jordanian nationality to join 
the scheme. Jordanians abroad, 
foreigners in Jordan and even 
tourists visiting the country for a 
short period will be eligible for 
membership. 

According to Dr. Maihas, the 
ultimate goal of the national in- 
surance plan is to embrace all 
groups including the unem- 
ployed, housewives and children. 
But the scheme is still in its early 
phase of preparation and* many 
questions, such as how the poor 
and jobless would fit into the plan 
and exactly how the plan would 
be funded, remain unanswered. 
A full understanding concerning 
the vision, the terminology and 
the implementation of the plan 
has yet to be established, the 
minister told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Maihas feels that previous 
attempts at working out such a 
plan failed mainly because they 
sought to include too much from 
the start and were therefore 
found to be very costly. He said 
that “the problem is now being 
approached from the other end” 
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Basic services under the planned national health insurance scheme is 
expected to include obstetrical care (file photo) 


and that "we will start by giving 
the basic benefits.” He referred 
to the scheme as a “contained 
general insurance plan” — con- 
tained as opposed to comprehen- 
sive. 

According to the minister, 
“basic benefits" include 
physician-provided general heal- 
thcare plus obstretrical services, 
emergency care and essential 
surgery. Later, the scheme is 
intended to expand to include 
other services such as dentai 
treatment and even cosmetic 
surgery. 

The idea is to implement the 
scheme in carefully defined 
stages, waiting for one part to 
work and possibly generate new 
resources before the next stage is 
initiated and new groups and 
more services are added to the 
plan. 

Dr. Maihas said, it will take at 
least another 12 months of prepa- 
ration before the first part of the 
plan is ready for implementation. 


The plan will be managed by a 
semi-independent body, and 
there will be a law governing its 
relationship to the government. 
Dr. Maihas explained. 

In a telephone interview 
Wednesday, President of the Jor- 
dan Medical Association (JMA) 
Ishaq Maraqa told the Jordan 
Times that he did not have speci- 
fic information concerning the 
plan, but said that he “very 
strongly support(s) the principle 
and the idea of a national medical 
health insurance scheme.” 

He expected that the associa- 
tion will be consulted regarding 
the various problems related to 
the implementation and opera- 
tion of the plan. 

According to Dr. Maihas, King 
Hussein as well as Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AJ Majali who cre- 
ated the medical insurance plan 
for the military, are keen on 
seeing national health insurance 
as another integral part of the 
development process of Jordan. 


Report shows 2.5% unemployment decline over 3 years 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Labour 
Ministry estimated the rate of 
unemployment to have dropped 
to 15 per cent from an estimated 
18.5 per cent three years ago. 

According to the ministry’s 
annual report on unemployment 
released Thursday, the decline is 
attributed to the economic 
growth in the past year, the gov- 
ernment’s continued efforts to 
deal with rhe unemployment 
problem and the Jordanian ex- 
patriate workers, who' are now 
involved in the local labour mar- 


ket, further contributing to eco- 
nomic stability. 

The report said last year’s esti- 
mates of the number of Jordanian 
job seekers was 106.000 and the 
total workforce was estimated at 
851,000 of whom 706,000 were 
Jordanians. 

The report estimated expatri- 
ate workers who returned From 
the Gulf in the past three years 
number about 70,000 and said 
most of these were now involved 
in local businesses. 

It attributed their local success 


to the practical experience they 
gained abroad. 

It said that by the end of 1992. 
52.7 per cent of the workforce 
was employed by the public sec- 
tor and the rest by the private 
sector. 

Describing much of the unem- 
ployment problem “structural un- 
employment. “ the report said 
that a large number of job seek- 
ers were 'college graduates who 
were not trained m fields re- 
quired by the local labour mar- 
ket. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of painting s by Jordanian artist 
Bishara Najjar at Eshbelia Art Gallery. The 
paintings depict Jordanian-Palestinian heritage, 
Jordanian antiquities, Arab Jerusalem, rural 
life and natural scenery, 

if Exhibition of a new ejection of art works by 
Princess Wijdan All at The Gallery, Hold 
Jordan InterContinental. 


JERUSALEM FESTIVAL 

* Seminar, in Arabic, on “Arts and Creativity 
Issues” at 6.30 p.m. at the Abdul Hameeri 
Sboman Foundation. 

Concert by AI Hannonni Troupe for Folk Arts 
and AI Wihdat Refugee Camp Troupe at 8.30 
p.m. at the Roman Amphitheatre, downtown 

Amman 
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Good administrators do not 
make good businessmen 


THE LOCAL press recently carried news reports, 
corroborated by officials, that a number of 
Ministry Supply employees were caught red- 
handed, recirculating ration coupons that the 
ministry issues for people to purchase subsidised 
food. The value of recirculated coupons is re- 
ported to have been in excess of JD250,000. The 
case is not expected to make headlines in the local 
media, certainly hot in the state-run media. But 
this and similar past cases are symptomatic of the 
ills inherent in the state’s insistence on being the 
main trader and regulator. 

This government and all previous administra- 
tions have repeatedly been talking about the 
virtues of privatisation. As recent as the last week, 
the incumbent prime minister urged the Ministry 
of Tourism to allow more space for the private 
sector to run the industry of tourism. We fail to 
see how one ministry, in this case tourism, could 
liberalise when another, the Ministry of Supply 
imposes prices. This double role of trading and 
fixing prices defies any purpose of liberalising the 
economy. And not only that, but it encourages 
and condones corruption. 

The government cannot talk about privatisation 
when it owns Royal Jordanian, the Transport 
Corporation, the Telecommunication Corpora- 
tion, most of the shares of the mainstream press 
and trades in bread, sugar, meat and milk. 
Services cannot improve when they are run by 
bureaucrats whose only aim is to satisfy their 
bosses and not their customers. It, therefore, is 
self defeating and highly frustrating when highly- 
placed officials keep talking about privatisation 
while they hold with both hands on to the reins of 
institutions that right from the start should have 
been private domains. 

We are neither advocating a sudden disengage- 
ment nor total surrender of services to the private 
sector. Both the experiments of Russia — sudden 
transfer of business — and Britain — : near total 
privatisation of services — have proven to be 
problem-ridden. As much as the government 
should refrain from being a business partner in 
the market, it is duty-bound to ensure that no one 
person, group of people or corporation has 
monopoly on one commodity or service. This is 
basically the function of governments. Public 
servants can be good administrators, but certainly 
they cannot make good businessmen. They, hu- 
man nature dictates, could very easily become 
corrupt business-bureaucrats. 


NOW THAT the election date has been fixed, the coming three 
months are bound to witness a flurry of activity on the part of the 
political parties, said A1 Dustour Arabic daily. The paper said that 
the Jordanian people, who lived for four years enjoying a taste of 
democracy and took pan in the previous parliamentary election, 
feel quite ready for the election campaign and voting and are most 
willing to contribute to the democratisation of their Jordanian 
system. It goes without saying that the coming months will witness 
rivalry among the parties and political groups as well as individual 
candidates, but people are more interested in candidates who are 
capable of achieving the public aspirations or working towards 
serving the electorate more than those who try to utilise public 
sentiments through rhetorics and meaningless speeches, said the 
daily. Furthermore, the eyes of the world, induding the enemies 
of Jordan, will be directed towards Jordan to watch the election' 
campaign and the voting, which we are certain would be free and 
fair. Indeed, Jordan looks more like an island of democracy 
located in the midst of a big desert having vejy few traces of 
democracy here and there, added the paper. It expressed hope 
that the election campaign would contribute most positively and 
meaningfully towards further enhancing the democratic march in* 
the Kingdom. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily called for the privatisa- 
tion of Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national air carrier. A foreign 
auditing company has just completed the -task, of calculating the 
profits and losses and assessing the assets arid liabOties of RJ and 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Musa Krilani 


Who cashes the cheques in ‘operation accountability 


THE LUKEWARM Arab response uo last r mfo’s Israeli assault 
on Lebanon has only underlined the dange jus trend in the Arab 
psyche that has emerged in the post-Gulf crisis era. To say the 
least, even editorials in the German and British press were much - 
haruJifr than what we saw in the Arab media. 

There are many factors that have to be kept in view while 
assessing the impact of the Israeli assault on Lebanon and 
compare it with the Jewish state's invasion of its northern 
neighbour ip 1982. 

No segment of the Lebanese population welcomed the Israelis 
during the 1982 operation dubbed “Galilee safety” more than 
Bashir Gemayel’s Falangist camp. 

Syria, whose armed forces engaged the Israelis in battle before 
failing back to their positions in 1982, acted in a visibly more 
suspicious way this time when its Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa 
declared on July 19 that any attack against Lebanon will be 
considered an attack against Syria, in line with the Taif agreement 
to which Saudi Arabia's King Fafad was a guarantor. 

But Syria failed to live up to its pledge against repeated Israeli 
strikes after July 19, leaving one wondering whether we heard Mr. 
Sharaa right. 

In 1982, Syria genuinely observed what the Israeli expert on 
Lebanon, Uri Lubrani termed as “red lines” in Lebanon. This 
Syrian approach allowed the massacre of hundreds, if not 
thousands, of Palestinians in Beirut refugee camps. The heavy 
Syrian guns which were present in Lebanon turned the other way 
rather than offering any protection to the Palestinians. 

This time again, the Syrians proved that their military umbrella 
could not offer any protection to the pro-Syrian Jibril group or the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah let alone the half a million or so civilians 
who were forced to flee their homes in South Lebanon to escape 
the fierce Israeli assault. 

A closer look at the political givens in Lebanon exposes a much 
sinister shape of things- As the dust settled in South Lebanon and 
the Israeli guns stopped barking, it became clear that Syria was 
among those who cashed the political benefits of Israel’s 
“operation accountability” since the pointed Syrian abstention 
from trying to stop the Israelis from destroying Hizbollah 
infrastructure in Lebanon enhanced the stature of Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad as a self-restraining, far-sighted peace- 
maker, keen to maintain a strategic relationship with his 
new-found friends in Washington. 

Next thing we know could even be an Assad visit to the U.S., 
given the praise that President Bill Clinton and his Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher heaped on the Syrian leader for his 


Arms control 
and security 
in the Mideast 
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in the pi-si year, said Tareq Masarweh. . There is need for a 
political decision to transform this national company into a 
private-owned firm so that its operations can be further promoted 
and these profits increase, said the writer. IU is indeed part of the 
national economy as it is an economic institution seeking profits 
from its op -rations, therefore, such a successful company should 
be encourgtd to make more profits through allowing the public to 
buy and sell is shares and participate in its performance, said the 
writer. He suggested that the government raise the RJ capital and 
offer shares to the private and public sectors after first helping this 
national insti ion settle its outstanding debts. 


On July 29, 1993. Robert J. 
Einbom, deputy assistant secret- 
ary of state for nonproliferation , 
addressed the Washington Insti- 
tute's Policy Forum on U.S. aims 
control policy in the Middle East. 
The following is a summary of his 
remarks : 

Middle East arms control will be 
an important component of U.S. 
foreign policy in the 1990s. De- 
spite the ongoing peace process, 
the Middle East remains one of 
the most overarmed regions in 
the world. Arms expenditures 
occupy a greater portion of the 
regional states’ budgets than any-, 
where else in the world. Many 
Middle Hast countries possess lar- 
ger stocks of hardware than most 
members of NATO. Finally, over 
half'the countries in the region 
either have or are trying to de- 
velop nuclear weapons. 

Supply and demand 

There are two main compo- 
nents of U.S. arms control 
strategy in the Middle East: the 
supply ride of arms sales and the 
demand ride. 

The supply ride strategy fo- 
cuses on export control groups, 
like the Nuclear Suppliers’ 
Group, the Australia Group on 
chemical weapons, the Missile 
Technology Control Regime and 
the discussions among the perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council on arms exports to the 
Middle East. This strategy seeks 
to convince major arms suppliers 
that the continued sale of destabi- 
lising military hardware and dual- 
use technologies to the Middle 
East undermines international 
peace and security. Of special 
concern are two groups of coun- 
tries: those inclined to sell nuc- 
lear technology to foe Middle 
East; and those countries in the 
Middle East — so-called “rogue” 
regimes — determined to use this 
technology to advance their anti- 
status quo agendas. 

Iran and Iraq provide two ex- 
amples of where U.S. policy has 
focused. Iran is currently seeking 
foe foil spectrum of weapons 
systems, conventional and non- 
conventional. The U. S . has 
undertaken a major diplomatic 
effort to discourage Russia, Chi- 
na, Japan, and Western Europe 
from selling advanced weapons 
and technologies — especially 
nuclear technology — to Iran. 
The time to stop Iran’s nuclear 
capability is now. in its infancy. 

With Iraq, the U.S. has active- 
ly supported all U.N. efforts to 
destroy Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction. The long-term goal is 
to prevent foe expansion of Iraq’s 
military capabilities to ensure 
that it never poses a threat to the 
region. While Saddam Hussein 
has recently demonstrated a grea- 
ter willingness to cooperate with 
foe U.N.'s efforts to establish a 
long-term monitoring program- 
me, he is still trying to avoic full 
compliance; his rim is to do foe 
minimum necessary to get the 
embargo against Iraqi oil exports 
lifted. 

This supply ride strategy has 
faced some difficulties. For exam- 
ple, China backed out of Middle 


East supplier talks when the U.S. 
proceeded with foe sale of F-16s 
to Taiwan. The challenge for 
U.S. policy is bow to convince 
other suppliers to stop destabUis- 
, ing sales to rogue regimes, even 
as the U.S. continues military 
cooperation with its friends in foe 
region. Avoiding the charge of 
“double standard” while con- 
tinuing to promote U.S. strategic 
interests will be one of the key 
issues addressed when the Clin- 
ton administration unveils its 
soon to be completed review of 
U.S. aims sales policy. 

The demand side of U.S. 
strategy seeks to curtail the per- 
ceived need by Middle East coun- 
tries for the acquisition of 
weapons. One way to do so is 
through formal arms control 
accords like the Chemical 
Weapons Convention of January 
1993. Another method, focusing 
on enhancing regional com- 
munication, is foe Anns Control 
Working Group of the multilater- 
al track of the Arab- Israeli peace 
process. Involving thirteen re- 
gional parties, including the 
Palestinians, and several extra- 
regional countries, the aims 
group has held three formal 
meetings. 

The Arabs and Israel have 
brought two different perspec- 
tives to foe meetings. The Arabs, 
led by Egypt, want to address 
weapons of mass destruction first. 
Israel, in contrast, believes equal 
time must be spent discussing foe 
control of conventional weapons 
in foe region. 

Despite these differences, 
three points of consensus have 
emerged within the group. One is 
that arms control does not oper- 
ate in a vacuum, and should be 
pursued within foe framework of 
the peace process. Two, that 
arms control should be pursued 
on a step-by-step basis. And 
three, foat the arms control pro- 
cess must be comprehensive and 
take account of the needs and 
concerns of all the region’s 
actors. 

All parties agree that there is 
an urgency to address arms con- 
trol issues. Meetings of the group 
have served a very useful educa- 
tional purpose. But now we need 
to push for concrete results. 

To help achieve that goal, the 
group has agreed to hold a series 
of seminars in different countries 
in between formal sessions. Most 
recently, a seminar on verifica- 
tion was held in Cairo in July. 
The U.S. believes that the most 
fruitful area for real progress in 
the talks would be an agreement 
to begin implementing a series of 
confidence-building measures. 
Finally, the’jpoup needs to get 
important regional participants in 
the peace process, especially 
Syria and Lebanon, to join the 
multilateral talks. 

The Clinton administration | 
knows that arms control in the 
Middle East is not going to be an 
easy process. And it understands 
that both the supply and demand 
sides must be urgently addressed. 
Ultimately, however, while tack- 
ling the supply sector “can buy us 
time,” real stability will depend 
on reducing the excessive de- 
mand for arms in foe region. 


inaction in Lebanon during the Israeli assault. 

It also seems that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat had either 
sensed or at least been tipped off since Tune, of foe major 
requirements of salvaging the 21-montb-okf Middle East peace 
process through eliminating foe last two key obstacles: Hamas 
and Hizbollah. 

By design or coincidence, many Arafat fighters had received 
“transfer” orders from Lebanon as early as June 6. We might 
never know whether this move was warranted by foe austerity 
measures that Mr. Arafat has adopted in foe face of dwindling 
Palestinian funds or was a very convenient action to get the 
fighters out of the way in the face of an imminent Israeli assault. 

Did Iran benefit politically from the severe blow that was dealt 
to Hizbollah? 

It is dear that not many in Tehran would shed much tears over 
the dipped wings of Hizbollah in Lebanon. A major part of foe 
Hizbollah ranks is no supporter of Iranian President Hashenri- 
AJdbbar Rafsanjam. They receive their orders from the hardline 
anti-Rafsanjani camp in Tehran headed by Mohtashemi, a 
former Iranian ambassador to Syria who moulded Hizbollah in 
Lebanon in the late 19805, and former Iranian parliament speaker 
Karoubi, who injected dogmatic extremism into the group. 

No doubt, Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, who 
was present m foe Syrian capital when the Arab foreign ministers 
met to discuss foe Israeli bombardment of Lebanon, took bade a 
very relieving message to Tehran foat not only a potentially 
explosive situation trad been defused but also that foe anti- 
Rafsanjani camp in Iran was slowly being deprived of a card that 
could be used to embarrass the regime and set back its efforts to 
improve relations with foe West. 

Notwithstanding foe loud protestations and complaints, the 
Lebanese government felt relieved, just as its Syrian and Iranian 
counterparts did, that someone else did the job for it. For one 
thing, foe Israeli assault cleared the way for the Lebanese army to 
be deployed in foe south — something Beirut could not have 
hoped for as long as foe Hizbollah ’s firepower and popularity 
remained intact in the south. Any such move by foe government 
of President Elias Hr&wi and Prime Minister Rafik Hariri could 
have easily led to another civil war, pitting the army against 
Hizbollah. ^ 

It was also a masterstroke that the Beirut government achieved 
by coaxing the half a million southerners to return to then- 
shattered homes and villages, thus denying Hizbollah any 
opportunity to use their presence in and around Beirut as a 
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pro-peace Labour constituency to Shimon Peres if not to Likud’s 
KSu Wor to any political deal for what could be caU«I a 
Rabin dbns his tough guy mantle as he <hd m 
SSE?’ 1992 when over 400 Hamas and Jihacfasts were 
to Marj A1 Zohour just before serious commitments 

^ ftfe foe^sanre metfeused by Mr. Rabin when he announced foe 
total closure of foe West Bank and Gaza.. Mr. Rabin’s. candid feci 
for foe fluctuations in Israel’s public- foctated^ 

announcement that “military operations 
ism in Lebanon. A leeway pnee has already been paid for those 

delusions. ” . 

So we can conclude that Mr. Rabin wanted to remove a 
politfeal obstacle to the peace process that neither the Lebanese 
nor foe Syrians could remove. Mr. Rabin s statements foresha- 
dowed Mr. Christopher’s happy announcement of a major 
“surprise” between Syria and Israel. 

But foe fact remains that the Arab trauma resulting from the 
second Gulf war bad transformed the Arab psyche in such a way 
to make foe peoples pliable enough to accept all the new 
arrangements foat will take place in this region. 

It could be part of a divine political irony that the same 
anniversary of Nasser’s revolution witnesses the nadir of Arab 
humiliation, apathy and fraternal double-crossing. The U.S. 
reaction to what happened in Lebanon shows that different 
criteria are always applied when the casualties are B osnia n 
Muslims or Lebanese civilians. Even at the United Nations, it 
transpired foat its Charter is interpreted differently when foe - 
victim is a non-white, non- Anglo-Saxon, and non-Protestant. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


U.S. seems happy with peace talks inertia 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


The U.S. secretary of state's 
latest tour of the region, 
Israel's aggression on Lebanon 
and the prospects of the Mid- 
dle East peace acqnired most 
attention in the local press in' 
the past week. Domestic 
affairs were also . extensively 
discussed. " ; 

Commenting cnr Wmrren 
Christopher’s mtsskat, Sawt A1 
Shaab -daily said 1 that foe Amer- 
ican secretary has now listened 
to the views of foe Arab parties 
in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and 
Palestine and therefore ought 
to take one step forward to 
translate the American pledges 
into action. 

The U.S. secretary has 
heard Jordan’s clear demand 
for a just and honourable 
peace but has divulged nothing 
at foe press conference follow- 
ing his talks in Amman apart 
from saying that peace could 
come before the end of 1993. 

It was noticed however that 
Washington was only in- 
terested in keeping the nego- 
tiations going even without 
yielding anything positive, 
something opposed by the 
Arab parties’ demand for im- 
mediate action towards foe im- 
plementation of U.N. resolu- 
tions, said foe paper. 

Projecting a pessimistic view 
about the U.S. secretary of 
state's tour, a columnist in A1 
Ra’i daily said that Washington 
was merely peddling Israel’s 
ideas in foe Arab World. In- 
deed, in the aftermath of the 
Israeli aggression on southern 
Lebanon, one can say foat Mr. 
Christopher was making the 
tour in pursuit of America's 
well-known carrot and stick 
policy, said Tareq Masarweh. 

The writer said foat Mr. 
Christopher brought no new 
American ideas to foe Arabs 
and was only trying to present 
Israel’s views which refuse to 
include Jerusalem in foe peace 
process or consider the imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions 
on which the peace process has 
been based. 

Ahmad A1 Mis] eh. another 
A1 Ra’i columnist, said that the 
United States could succeed in 
prodding foe Arab parties to 
taking part in the 12th round of 
peace negotiations and could 
also, eventually unpose a set- 
tlement on the Araks, but can 
not achieve a lasting peace in 
foe region. 

The writer said that 
Washington is now involved in 
imposing the U.S. -Israeli for- 
mula of peace on the Arabs 
merely to safeguard its econo- 
mic interests and to strengthen 
its own leadership of the 
world, as a sole superpower. 

He said foat Mr. Christ- 
opher should listen carefully to 
the Arab masses, rather than 
to the governments, and 
should understand that foe car- 
rot and stick policy would nev- 
er work. 

Commenting on Mr. Christ- 
opher’s mission, Ibrahim AJ 
Absi, another columnist in A1 
Ra’i, said that the American 
secretary is asking the 
Lebanese and other Arabs to 
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forget about their sufferings 
and their wounds and move 
forward to the negotiating 
table with Israel. 

Mr. Christopher has made it 
clear to the Arab parties that 
Israel’s latest aggression on 
Lebanon could be repeated un- 
less foe Arabs accept the U.S.- 
Zionist formula for peace- in 
the region. 

How can the Arabs move 
forward towards peace with 
Israel if Washington had itself 
abandoned foe idea of ex- 
changing land for peace and 
stopped considering Palesti- 
nian lands as occupied terri- 
tory? asked the writer. 

hi Salameh Ekour’s view, 
Israel’s aggression on Lebanon 
has facilitated Mr. Christ- ' 
opber’s mission. Of course, 
said foe writer in Sawt A1 
Shaab, foe Israeli aggression 
was encouraged by the United 
' States in order to give impetus ' 
to foe deadlocked peace pro- 
cess. 

He said that Mr. Christ- 
opher is finding it easy now to 
deal with foe Arab regimes 
which are weak and cannot 
confront foe Israeli military 
and so Mr. Christopher is 
bound to achieve his mission in 
the region. 

Only eight Hizbollah mem- 
bers were killed in foe latest 
Israeli offensive on southern 
Lebanon, said Mazen Ham- 
mad. a columnist in A1 Dus- 
tour. If the aim of the offensive 
Y was to get rid of the "terrorist” 
Hizbollah. why were so many ■ 
villages razed to the ground’ 
asked the writer. 

Resisting occupation is a 
right of people under a foreign 
ruler and as long as Israel 
occupies Arab lands, the 
Arabs are bound to resist this 
occupation, said foe writer. He 
said that the destruction of 
Arab villages was also in- 
tended as a means of terroris- 
ing foe Arab Nation into 
accepting Israel's settlement 
formula. 

Blinded by military power 
and Zionist expansionist de- 


signs, Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin launched a de- 
vastating war on Lebanon in 
the past week, said Moham- 
mad Kharroub m A1 Ra'i daily. 
Mr. Rabin launched the war 
first to brighten his image on 
the domestic front and second 
to terrorise foe Arab Nation, 
forcing it to accept Israel's 
occupation, said the writer. 
Also, by forcing foe Lebanese 
to leave their homes, Mt. 
Rabin has hoped to pressure 
the Lebanese government into 
accepting Israel's permanent 
occupation of the south, he 
added. 

Hizbollah was not alone 
targeted by the Israeli offen- 
sive in southern Lebanon last 

Mahmoud Rirnawi 
m A1 Ra’i. The writer said that 
tne Israelis aimed at ending all 
opposition to their idea of 
peace with the Arab countries 
and pressuring the Lebanese 
government into accepting foe 
idea of permanent occupation 
m the south by offering the 
pretext of fighting Hizbollah. 

the writer, had 
hoped that the Lebanese peo- 

tte SS£!ii t, ir n t ^ eir on 
the Hizbollah resistance forces 

instead of the occupation 

South Lebanon. 

Jftafh [ Offensive in Leba- 
non has failed at the military as 

wen as the diplomatic tarels. 

AJ R^T?’ wh ° wri '“ for 
ai Rai daily, said that foe 

Katyusha rockets still fall on 

Israeli settlements, despite foe 

war on Hizbollah, a?d foe 

Elding tight to 

12? * m . Iheir ^ings 

feSlr 1116 i A J nencans and the 

The writer said that foe 

foejfUw?! Pay the cost of 
blunder as they did 
when they sent their troops to 
Lebanon in 1982. 

A c^muust in a I Ra’i daily 
that Jordan 
. att t baMa dor from 
and refuse to recognise 


the Gulf states.. 

Fahd Ai Fanek said that 
while the Kuwaitis are allowed 
to maintain an embassy in Am- 
tnan, Jordan is not allowed to 
reopen its embassy in Kuwait 
as Kuwaiti officials continue to 
level various accusations at the. 
Kingdom. ^ 

The writer said that Jordan J* 
had not recognised Iraq’s^ 
annexation of Kuwait in An* 
gust 1990 and yet the Kuwaitis 
are showing deep hostility to- 
wards Jordan for its call on the 
Arab World to settle the issue 
without involving foreign na- 
tions. ■ . 

It is true that the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) is 

exerting efforts to Irate people 
m various trades and hgfrtog 
the unempioyineiit preb- 

tem in Jordan, yet, foe country 
requires quality rather than 
quantity, said Ahmad Dabbas, 
a columnist in Sawt AI Shaab ' 
daily. 

He said that the VTC should 
heed repeated public com-; 
pla ints about inefficient, 
tradesmen, mechamcs, efeerti- 
aans and builders who are hi - y§ 
iteed of better tr aining because 
they handle their tasks badly! 
and cause economic losses to 
the country. 

Mohammad Ibrahim; 
Daoud, a columnist in AI Difr 
tour, called for foe'- iutpfe- : 
roctofatiou of a mH«mI beslfo' 
sdwne which, be said, would* 
cost JD 80 million. Financial > 
considerations should never; 

“op foe concerned authorities , 

from implementing tins vital- • 

project for the country, said- • v 
the writer. - 

The money can simply be* x 
Collected from the benefi-? • j 
cianes and those organisations 1 
^ploying them, suggested foe ' 
writer. . 

.. He said that 90 per cent of’ ! 
the population find themselves 1 s 
unable to pay foe cost of their ' Jg 
medical treatment in view of .# ? 

°f drugs and ) J 
foe high charges of specialists. J 
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NEW YORK — Al the subway 
stop for 34th Street, far down at 
the end of the platform. Nancy 
indicates the small patch of con- 
crete she calls home. Sandwiched 
between rwo stretches of railroad 
track, her belongings consist of 
an old rug spread out on the hard 
ground and a cardboard box 
which she uses as a table. "Here 
we are. This is where ! live,'* says 
this modem cave dweller. "I used 
to own two apartments. Then I 
lost my grip," she adds, by wav of 
explanation. 

Nancy is 35 and bas two chil- 
dren, whom she sees only on 
holidays. Her five closest neigh- 
bours — and they are indeed 
close — sleep in a slight dip in the 
ground nearby. One of them, a 
man wearing an old pair of slip- 
pers, is stretched out on some 
cardboard boxes, fast asleep. 
Slightly further off, where the 
platform' is raised up and the dark 
almost impenetrable, live another 
eight people, including a man 
with one leg, and another with a 
bad cough. 

It is estimated that 2,000 peo- 
ple live in the rat and cockroach- 
infested subway system, at least 
200 of them in the tunnels, right 
next to the railroad track. New 
York subway's 4<j9 stations and 
1 ,142 kilometres of track may not 
offer luxury accommodation, but 
they do have the advantage of 
being open 24 hours a day and 
there are no bills to pay at the end 
of the month. But anything can 
happen in this subterranean maze 
built in the 19th century. Already 
this year about 20 people have 
been mutilated by trains as they 
“wandered on the tracks; a few 
:W days ago. a young man locked in 
a tight embrace with a woman 
had his toes sliced off by a train. 

Luckily for some of the tunnel 
dwellers, train conductors slow 
down in areas most likely to 
attract the down and out. Recent- 
ly a driver managed to stop just in 
time to avoid running over three 
men lying drunk right on the 
. -tracks. 

The stretch of subway between 
the stops at Second Avenue and 
Broadway-Lafayette are the most 
popular. With its rabbit warren of 
hidden passages, blind alleys and 
staircases that lead nowhere, 
there is scope for finding a spot 
which offers some privacy. Us 
other advantage is its proximity . 
to the Bowery neighbourhood on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, 
where there are still some Catho- 
lic soup kitchens offering free 
meals once a day. 

These days, the clients of these 
soup kitchens are much younger 
than they used to be — 35 on the 
average. Ninety per cent of the 
people who live in the city's 
j^ubways are men, and most of 
' them are either mentally ill or 
drug addicts. Some of them earn 
a few dollars a day up on the 
streets, hustling goods of doubt- 
ful origin or washing windshields 
at the traffic lights. While the 
tunnel people are up in the out- 
side world, down in the bowels of 
- the subway, piles of old newspap- 
ers. mattresses, garbage. 



P.C. Taylor, a New York Transit Authority tunnel superinten- 
dent, keeps track of homeless living underground (WNL photo) 


hypodermic syringes used by he- 
roin addicts and" empty crack- 
cocaine capsules are testimony to 
their night-time underground' ex- 
istence. 

Few of the 3.5 million users of 
Manhattan's subway have time to 
give the tunnel people more than 
a cursory glance when they see 
them. But even the most har- 
dened New Yorker might be 
touched by the gentle manner of 
Cliff, 32: "It was a real stroke of 
luck finding a place here.” he 
said. “1 can keep an eye on what 
is going on, not like in the city 
shelters. Everyone knows each 
other here and we all protect each 
other." Cliffs friend. Mark, 
almost got his throat slit in a row 
over a bed cover in one of New 
York’s municipal shelters. 

Of course, there is a price to 
pay for living in the subway. Like 
the pain from the steel dust which 
causes Cliffs legs to swell up and 
gives him a permanent rash. "If 1 
ever get out of here, it will 
probably be with cancer.” he 
says. Adds Mark: "A lot of peo- 
ple here have tuberculosis." 
More than half of them, accord- 
ing to the city Transit Authority, 
the body responsible for the 
subway. 

Bur'what about the dark, and 
the rats? "The rats? We squash 
them underfoot,” said Cliff. 
"People like me, we don’t want 
to have a lot of people around us. 
I don’t want other people to see 
me.” Cliff swears he does not 
take crack, the cheap and highly 


addictive form of cocaine that 
keeps so many other tunnel peo- 
ple going. Bui he does not want 
to talk about how he came to end 
up living here. 

The only things that disturb the 
daily routine of Cliff and his 
friends are the police patrols. But 
word spreads fast, and by -the 
time the policemen appear, the 
tunnel people have fled. Like 
tonight. Obviously the patrol has 
interrupted dinner. Two sausages 
are waiting to be cooked in a 
frying pan. There is a certain 
order in the 20 square metres 
which serve as a dormitory to 12 
people and thousands of mos- 
quitoes. No single space is left 
unused: there are bottles, two 
television sets — attached to the 
live rail for power — ashtrays, . 
chairs, clothes dnd shoes, even a 
few teddy bears, all. of jt neatly, 
arranged. Placed, somewhat in- 
congruously, next to" a copy of the 
“New Tax Guide", published by 
the New York Times, ure two 
metal boxes containing various 
drugs. On the wall behind, a 
budding artist has painted an 
impressive cartoon. 

At the end of another platform 
is a mountain of garbage waiting 
to be dealt with by the Transport 
Aurhority cleaners, who are 
armed with vats of bleach and 
rubber gloves. Each day, the 
cleaners take away 9C tonnes of 
garbage. “Since 1989, we have 
collected 2 tonnes of hypodermic 
syringes, and not one of my men 
has been hurt," says P.C. Taylor. 


a track superintendent who has 
worked for the Transit Authority 
for 23 years. "My job is to make 
the network as safe as possible for 
everyone. We try to make the 
living conditions better by clean- 
ing up. and the homeless people 
help us. But we are first and 
foremost a public transportation 
system and the homeless people 
build up a terrific amount of 
garbage. It all spills over onto the 
track, which can cause delays and 
sometimes fires.” 

“Sunglasses" — his nickname 
was given him by Taylor because 
he sleeps entirely naked, except 
for a pair of dark glasses — is the 
specialist in building camp fires. 
He wraps pieces of chicken in old 
newspapers smeared with filth 
and cooks them over a fire. Tlie 
other tunnel people keep their 
distance from him, and he lives 
completely isolated, next to 
heaps of foul-smelting garbage. 
He has been there since 1979. 
"He doesn't speak . He makes 
gestures and sounds," said 
Taylor. "But he isn’t dumb. 1 
think he's ...1 don't know what he 
is.” he added, lost for words. 
"When I see the terrible condi- 
tions in which he lives, and I go 
up close to him and hear he is 
listening to classical music, tears 
stan to well up inside me.” 
Taylor is responsible for tack- 
ling the rat problem and he has 
had some success. As a youth in 
his native Virginia, he earned 
pocket money by catching snakes 
for the farmers — snakes eat the 
rats which do so much damage to 
field crops. In 1991 he embarked 
on a blitz against the tunnel ro- 
dents. a particularly resilient 
strain which can grow up to 30 
ems long. "I have my own re- 
cipe,” he said. ”! use a poison 
called Vengeance, but that's not 
enough. Down here, rats can find 
chicken, pizza and all sorts of 
appetising things. Faced with a 
choice between a french fried 
potato and a sachet of poison, 
they have no hesitation in going 
for the former. So I lace the 
poison with peanut butter. Rats 
love it." 

Taylor has decimated the rat 
population from several million 
to a few hundred thousand, a 
factor which is appreciated by the 
tunnel people. For these rats are 
also partial to human flesh. Rat- 
bites are common, say the sub- 
way dwellers. Few of them can 
forget thg sordid, scene four years . 
ago when a [pan was found dead 
.-Jwopath -a^-pile. -of. .garbage at 
Grand Central Station, his body 
gnawed by rats. Sometimes, the 
tables are turned. Taylor re- 
counts how he became curious 
about a pile of rat carcasses piled 
up at the Broadway-Lafayette 
subway station. Closer investiga- 
tion led to the discovery that one 
of the tunnel dwellers' had been 
eating raw rat meat, its flesh 
contaminated with poison. 

In an effort to dean up the 
subways. New York City author- 
ities have, for the past few years, 
been trying to get the tunnel 
people out. Since 1989, the num- 
ber of subway dwellers has been 
cut by more than half from 5,000 
to its present level of about 2 , 000 . 


The Homeless Outreach Unit, a 
force of 40 police officers, patrols 
the subway, offering to take the 
homeless to the municipal shel- 
ters, with the promise of a sand- 
wich when they get there. The 
policemen and the tunnel dwel- 
lers know each other 3nd are on 
first-name terms. Their courteous 
exchanges are in marked contrast 
with the brutality of the sur- 
roundings. 

But the homeless people rarely 
take the bait. If they don't, they 
are forcibly evicted. “By making 
them obey the law. we can some- 
times force them to change their 
lifestyles,” said Lt. John 
Romero, who heads the police 
unit. "But many of them have 
clearly chosen to live outside soci- 
ety and they don’t want to bend 
to any kind of rule." 

The shelters offered by the dry 
council are not an attractwe 
alternative, as the authorities 
themselves admit. "The homeless 
people don’t want to live in the 
shelters, for reasons of privacy, 
safety, health and well-being," 
said Marsha Martin, the city .hall 
official charged with the problem 
of New York’s homeless. “One of 
them once told me: ’In the sub- 
way, you sleep with one eye 
open. In the shelters, you sleep 
with both eyes open’." 

Most of the dty shelters are old 
warehouses, crammed with 800 
people per room, many of them 
carriers of tuberculosis' Even in 
these cramped conditions, there 
is only room for a total of 30,000 
people. But New York City's 


homeless are three limes that 
number. The 90,000 homeless are 
the gaping wound in the Amer- 
ican Dream. Yet finding oneself 
without a roof over one's head is 
frighteningly easy, say social 
workers. One of the major causes 
is the simple f 3 d that there is not 
enough cheap accommodation to 
go round. A national policy, 
started by former President 
Ronald Reagan in 1980. has cut 
the federal budget for building 
low-income housing from S32 bil- 
lion 13 years ago to a present 
figure of S7 billion. New York 
City council builds more housing 
with its own resources than with 
those provided by the federal 
coffers. But with elections in 
mind, city officials are keeping a 
tight rein on spending, especially 
when it would benefit people who 
don't vote. 

Some people become homeless 
when they lose their jobs. In the 
past three years. 350,000 firms 
have gone out of business in New 
York. It is estimated, for exam- 
ple, that 50 per cent of the con- 
struction workers are unem- 
ployed. “The problems start 
when people are no longer in a 
position to earn a living," said 
Garence Boyce, director of the 
United Homeless Organisation, a 
non-profit group founded to help 
those with nowhere to go. "Big 
Brother (the government"! is part- 
ly to blame for the situation, so 
Big Brother must do something 
to help," he added. 

But there are some who have a 


job and no home. Many families 
cannot pay the high rents in New 
York. Sometimes sleeping in the 
subway is a way of saving money 
until they can afford something 
better. Laurie and Bob. a couple 
who both have regular jobs, lived 
underground for six months to 
put aside enough money for a 
deposit and rent on an apart- 
ment. 

One in every five homeless 
people in New" York has some 
son of job, even though it may be 
on the black market. Two Mex- 
icans, both of them illegal immig- 
rants, work as labourers by day 
and sleep in the subway by night, 
beneath Fifth Avenue, Manhat- 
tan’s smariest street. Their home 
is a pitch-black enclosure. 3 
square metres. To reach it, they 
must hoist themselves up with the 
help of metal bars soldered into 
the wail. When he reaches their 
space, Taylor shines a flashlight 
into a nightmarish vision of a 
black hole infested with dozens of 
cockroaches 7 ems long. “Most of 
the homeless catch diseases car- 
ried by the rats,” said Taylor 
matter-of-factly. “It's inevitable. 
They sleep where the rats have 
urinated." 

Some people become homeless 
because they are abandoned by 
their families, before being aban- 
doned by society. Others, be- 
cause they cannot look after 
themselves properly, like the 
mentally ill. In the 1960s and 
1970s. psychiatric hospitals 
opened up their doors all over the 


U.S. The idea was to recognise 
the patients' claim to freedom, 
and also to save money. But no 
out-patient support system was 
provided. Today, about 12.000 
people deemed mentally ill sleep 
either on the streets or in the 
subway of New York. Many of 
them have become addicted to 
alcohol or drugs, making them 
even more vulnerable. That is the 
case of Bill Morales, a tunnel 
dweller nicknamed “The Abo- 
minable Snowman" because, says 
Taylor, “he is very hairy and has 
lived for years above the ceiling 
of the Broadway-Nassau sta- 
tion." New York's mental health 
agency plans to release a further 
6.000 mentally sick people be- 
tween now and the end of the 
century. 

Taylor jays he cannot help being 
’caught up in some of the sad 
personal lives of the twilight peo- 
ple who live in the subway. “I 
would like to have seen Nancy 
and the Abominable Snowman 
arm in arm at the Clinton's inau- 
gural ceremony," said Taylor, 
smiling grimly! "Bill Morales, 
freshly arrived from his ceiling 
hideout ar Broadway-Nassau and 
Nancy, trying to hide the tatters 
in her evening dress, from 34th 
Street. Bill and Nancy, guests-of- 
honour of Hilary Clinton! I 
laugh, but there is nothing funny 
about all this. With every day that 
passes, the situation is getting 
worse and worse, and no-one 
gives a damn" — World News 
Link. 



‘Sunglasses’ is one of about 2,000 people who spend their nights in the subway tunnels (WNL photo) 
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How a Catholic order 
finally confessed its shame 
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By Alison Puchy 
^ Reuter 

PERTH, Australia — Years after 
hundreds of children were sexual- 
ly and mentally abused in Austra- 
lian child care institutions, a 
Catholic teacher order has finally 
confessed its responsibility and 
deep shame. 

The victims, who have long 
told stories of male rape, beatings 
and systematic cover-ups, are a 
now seeking belated - damages 
from the congregation of Christ- 
ian Brothers. 

The children, many of them 
now in their 50s, were among 
thousands sent from Britain to 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada 
and Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) 
in a now-discredited migration 
programme run by 35 charities. 

Those sent to Australia — 
mostly orphans, child migrants 
and state wards between the ages 
of six and 16 — were housed at 
four institutions in western Au- 
stralia between the late 1930s and 
the 1960s. 

Gordon Grant, 59. a child mig- 
rant from Birmingham, England, 
remembers being called over by 
the brother superior soon after he 
arrived at Bindoon in 1948. 

"He asked me what I wanted to 
be when I grew up," Mr. Grant 
said. "I just said I didn’t know 

yet." 

“Without any warning, this 
huge fist came from nowhere and 
punched me so hard that I some- 
rsaulted once or twice across the 
concrete dining room floor.” 

Another brother later checked 
his injury and told Mr. Gram his 
nose was broken, but no medical 
treatment was offered. 

, Such horrific allegations have 
been documented in newspaper 
articles, -books, films and a recent 
acclaimed television mini-series. 


but were largely ignored by the 
order itself until this month. 

In advertisements published in 
newspapers throughout Austra- 
lia, the Christian Brothers apolo- 

§ ised unreservedly to former stu- 
ents who suffered, begging their 
forgiveness. 

The unexpected statement de- 
scribed the violations as a source 
of deep shame and regret and 
offered counselling and practical 
assistance to those needing it. 

But the former students' lobby 
group, victims of institutionalised 
cruelty, exploitation and suppor- 
ters (voices), feels the' brothers’ 
statement does . not go far 
enough. It wants a government 
inquiry and compensation in line 
with muIti-mfiJion-doUar payouts 
:n Canada following similar scan- 
dals there involving the same 
order. 

"Even if it were possible to 
quantify the damage done in each 
individual case, just handing out 
money is a very limited response 
to the needs that are there," 
Christian Brothers spokesman 
Brother Tony Shanahan told 
Reuters. 

*‘We prefer to offer practical 
assistance, such as counselling 
and therapy, and to help organise 
family reunions for students who 
have recently traced their families 
in Britain." 

The order does not deny some 
boys experienced shocking abuse 
at the hands of their custodians. 

“Some of the stories have 
made by stomach churn,” 
Brother Shanahan admitted. 
“I’m a trained psychologist and 
have worked with sexual abuse 
victims — I don’t want to down- 
play or dismiss the potential 
damage.” 

He adds, however, that many 
former students defend the order 
and deny having been physically 
or sexually abused. 


Voices conducted a national 
phone-in this year and claimed 
that 27 brothers and two priests 
were named as sex abusers. 

Of the estimated 4,000 children 
who went through the four west- 
ern Australian institutions, about 
550 were British and Irish child 
migrants who arrived in two 
periods, from 1938 to 1939, and 
from 1947 to the mid-1960s. A 
further 300 Maltese child mig- 
rants arrived in the mid-1950s. 

The British migrants were sent 
from orphanages with the prom- 
ise that they would receive good. 
Catholic educations in a sunny, 
healthy atmosphere. 

Many were not in fact orphans, 
but illegitimate or from poor or 
broken homes, and many were 
sent without the knowledge or 
permission of their families. 

All had one thing in common 
— once they arrived at the Christ- 
ian brothers orphanages, they 
were subjected to harsh disci- 
pline. heavy labour, Dickensian 
living conditions and poor nutri- 
tion. 

Bed-wetters were singled out 
for 'some of the cruellest treat- 
ment by the Christian Brothers, 
being segregated in special dor- 
mitories and forced to endure 
humiliations, according to former 
students. 

One former student, John 
Lawrence, 49, a child migrant 
from Birmingham in England, 
recently filed complaints with the 
western Australian police child 
abuse unit, claiming he was sex- 
ually abused by the brothers, as 
well as older students. 

“Wc lived in utter tenor of the 
brothers,” said former student 
Don McLaughlan-Todd, a child 
migrant from northern England, 
explaining that he kept his past to 
himself for years "because it was 
all so embarrassing." 


German anti-fascists 
declare war on racists 


By Kirstin Ridley 
Reurer 

COLOGNE, Germany — Ger- 
many’s radical left says it has had 
enough of violent neo-Nazi 
attacks on foreigners and tepid 
responses from officials. 

"We’re declaring war. That’s 
what Germany really needs,” 
says 22-year-old Sascha Slainziz 
of Cologne's Youth against Rac- 
ism in Europe (JRE), one of the 
leaders of a host of militant anti- 
fascist groups emerging through- 
out Germany. 

Posters, stamped with the 
group's emblem — a fist 
smashing through a swastika — 
and bearing the slogans “Sorrow, 
anger, resistance,'* "No forget- 
ting, no forgiving” and "Stop the 
Nazis hit back,” are scattered 
around its cluttered office in a 
Cologne back street. 

"Antifas,” as they are known, 
have been part of Germany's 
left-wing fringe for years. 

They have been gaining 
momentum since skinhead arson- 
ists killed five Turkish women 
and children in the town of 
Solingen on May 29 and a nation- 
al controversy broke out because 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl declined 
to attend their funeral. 

Ranging from violent anarch- 
ists to left-wing school debaters,” 
"Antifa” groups have sprung up 
at schools, dubs and even health 
food shops in reaction to Ger- 
many's apparent inability to 
counter racist violence.- 

There are an estimated 60 anti- 
fascist groups in Cologne and 
nearby Bonn alone. 

“Every dty district in Cologne 
now has its own "Antifa” group 
and many schools have set up 
discussion groups to try to come 
to terms with what is happening 
in Germany,” said a spokes- 
woman for the left-wing pub- 
lishers GNN. which issues “anti- 


fascist news” twice a week. 

Teachers in Bonn have been 
bombarded with pamphlets on' 
how to teach radal tolerance and 
deal with the rising number of 
pupils who shout right-wing slo- 
gans in class. 

In an indirect confirmation of 
the leftists’ success, right-wing 
radicals have launched a group of 
their own — "Anti- antifas" — to 
counter the movement. 

Neo-Nazis only need to call a 
□umber near the western dty of 
Mainz for a recorded message 
with the latest list of names and 
addresses of “political oppo- 
nents” to be hunted, future 
targets and information on skin- 
head gatherings. 

“Long live Germany,” is the 
message at the end. 

“Yes. I support violence. And 
yes, it’s justified,” said 22 -year- 
old Tim Ringenwaldt, a JRE 
member. "You never know if 
you’re preventing a repeat of 
Solingen." 

The JRE plans senf-defence 
classes and rallies against and 
blockades of neo-Nazi parties. It 
mobilises other leftists when they 
hear of skinhead threats and ter- 
ror. 

"We cannot allow people to be 
killed and threatened,” says Mr. 
Staniziz: “And we will fight back 
with whichever means are neces- 
sary,” he adds with a smile. 

The Solingen killings, United 
Germany's bloodiest racist mur- 
der to date, bring to 22 the 
official number of people kilted 
by far-right gangs in the past 18 
months. Of these, 12 were fore- 
igners. 

“The problem is that I believe 
racism is deeply engrained in 
German politics. Foreigners have 
no rights — no right to vote an no 
German passport. That creates a 
certain political mood,” said the 
GNN spokeswoman. 

Like many in Germany, she 


believes that new asylum laws 
introduced on July 1 which allow 
border guards to close Germany’s 
traditionally open doors on hun- 
dreds of thousands of immig- 
rants, helped send the message: 
“Burning foreigners is wrong, but 
we have too many." 

“That played right into the 
hands of rightists," she said. 

Many leftists believe it was no 
coincidence that racists killed the 
Turkish family in Solingen — an 
attack which followed a fire- 
bombing in the northern city of 
Moelln last November that cost 
three Turkish lives — a few days 
after parliament voted in favour 
of the tough new asylum regula- 
tions. 

"We need a kind of revolu- 
tion,” said author and lecturer 
Linda Orth, a 38-year-old left- 
wing activist in Bonn. “The entire 
German way of thinking needs to 
be radically overhauled. “I have 
Tunisian friends who will only go 
to Bonn's train station at night 
with a gas pistol because they 
have been consistently attacked 
by skinheads and are scared.” 

“But Fm an optimist. If I 
thought Germans were basically 
racist. I’d pack my bags. As it is. 
I'm just ashamed.” added Ms. 
Orth. 

Interior Minister Rudolf Set- 
ters has said he fears growing 
political extremism as leftists re- 
taliate against far-right gangs and 
Justice Minister Sabine 
Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger has 
implored extremists to stop fight- 
ing. 

“If people fight on the princi- 
ple of an eye for an eye, we’ll just 
be left with the blind," she has 
said. 

The leftists remain adamant. 
“The state has the ways and 
means of putting neo-Nazis be- 
hind bars,” said the GNN spokes- 
woman. “We just need to make 
sure they do it.” 


Israeli construction 
struggling 
without Arabs 


By David Ward 
Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
In Israel, the myth of a land of 
Jewish builders raising a state out 
of the desert has come up against 
a very different reality. 

"For the last 26 years, only 
Arabs worked in construction," 
said Avi Prussak, a senior mana- 
ger with Israel’s largest private 
construction firm. “In Israel, 
there are no builders.” 

As a vice president of Ashtrom 
Engineering Company, Mr. Prus- 
sak oversees commercial and re- 
sidential building in Jerusalem. 
But like other Israeli firms, 
Ashtrom has been forced to look 
for Jews — and even Romanians 
or Thais — to replace the low- 
paid Palestinians who were the 
mainstay of the industry. 

In April, following a wave of 
attacks on Israelis, Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin sealed off the 
occupied territories and limited 
the number of permits issued to 
Palestinians to work in Israel. 

Israel, which captured the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
the 1967 war, slashed the number 
of permits for Palestinians to 
work in Israel by more than 
60,000. Now fewer than 50,000 
work inside Israel, according to 
Israeli government figures. 

The number of Palestinian 
attacks decreased sharply after 
the sweeping ban on entering 
Israel — but so did the amount of 
work done by Israel’s construc- 
tion industry. 

Palestinians, who formed 45 
per cent of the 160,000-strong 
construction force before the clo- 
sure orders, now provide only 
about 26,000 workers, according 


to Tzvi Friedman, a spokesman 
for the Israeli Building Contrac- 
tor’s Association. 

The construction industry is 
operating at only 70 per cent of its 
previous capacity — with a loss of. 
$250 million in the last three 
months, Mr. Friedman said. • 

With Mr. Rabin signalling! a 
dear intent to continue limiting 
work permits for Palestinians, 
Israel's building industry is trying 
to replace its lost workers and 
plan for a stable future. 

It hasn’t been easy. 

The government wants the con- 
struction industry to hire Jews, 
particularly the thousands of re- 
cent Russian immigrants who 
have swelled the unemployment 
rate to 11 per cent. 

But in interviews with con- 
struction managers, government 
officials and company and industry 
officials, a common theme about 
Jewish labour emerges. 

"They didn’t work in these 
fields, and were not used to the 
hard work,” said Mr. Friedman. 

He said building contractors 
have found only 15,000 Jews cap- 
able, or willing, to fill the 40,000 
empty posts in the construction 
industry. 

“In the long period we hope to 
educate 35,000 to 50,000 work- 
ers, and they will take the place 
of the Arabs," Mr. Friedman 
said. 

In the meantime, companies 
that previously only had to look 
as far as the occupied territories 
for cheap labour are now forced 
to search overseas. 

The government has issued 
6,000 permits to let companies - 7 - 
mcluding Ashtrom — import low- 
paid workers from as far afield as 
Thailand, China, the Philippines arid 
Romania. 


U.S. legislators narrowly pass 
Clinton’s budget deficit reduction plan 


WASHINGTON (R) - The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
passed President Bill Clinton’s 
crucial budget deficit plan by a 
two-vote margin Thursday, hand- 
ing him victory after a full-scale 
political battle whose outcome 
was uncertain until the last votes 
were cast. 

Mr. Clinton celebrated the cfif- 
fhanger victory with a statement 
in the White House Rose Gar- 
den, calling the vote “an impor- 
tant first step in changing Amer- 
ica.” 

By a 218-216 vote the budget 
bill was sent to the Senate, which 
was to vote late Friday. One 
un deputed Senate vote — that of 
Democrat Bob Kerrey of Nebras- 
ka — separated Democrats from 
the majority needed for final 
passage there. 

“This will not by itself accom- 
plish what we need to do but it is 
a critical beginning,'' said House 
Speaker Democrat Thomas Foley 
in pleading for support, moments 
before the vote started. 

“We must continue the process 
of deficit reduction and we win,” 
said Mr. Foley. 

. Before the vote, administration 
officials warned .defeat would 
deal a crippling blow to the Clin- 
ton presidency. Approval opened 
the way to the remainder of Mr. 
Clinton's agenda, most impor- 


.tantly health care reform. 

At the end of the 15 minutes 
allotted for voting, the tally board 
showed a vote of 216-214 with 
four Democrats yet to vote. 
When two of the four finally 
voted “yes” at the end of several 
agonising minutes, a cheer went 
up from Democrats. 

“This economic plan repre- 
sents an important first step in 
changing America. For the first 
time m a very long time, we are 
making a meaningful down-, 
payment on the federal deficit,” 
said Mr. Clinton in his Rose 
Garden appearance amid cheer- 
ing White House staff members. 

“The margin was dose but the 
mandate is dear,” he said. 

In the end, 41 Democrats 
joined all 175 Republicans in 
opposing the measure. By com- 
parison, the original version of 
the bill had a more comfortable 
six-vote margin. 

“The American people should 
know that a large number of 
congressmen who voted... in 
favour of change for our country 
did so believing in their hearts 
that they were going to greatly 
increase the chances of not being 
reelected,” said Vice President 
Al Gore, appearing on Cable 
News Network. 

During debate Republicans 
said passage of the bill would 


endanger the economy. 

“We oppose this because it's a 
giant tax on the American 
dream,” declared representative' 
Dick Armey of Texas, chairman 
of the Republican Conference. 
“You Democrats may give your 
president a political victory to- 
day, 'but it’s a defeat for our 
economy and the wellbeing of the 
American people.” 

The plan cuts growth in the 
national debt from about SI. 5 
triltioh to SI trillion over five 
years. The debt, the accumula- 
tion of annual deficits, is' now 
more than $4 trillion. 

The bill- was tough to pass 
because legislators are under con- 
stant pressure to oppose new 
taxes or spending cuts, yet this 
bill required S255 billion in pain- 
ful spending cuts and $241 billion 
in new taxes. 

Democrats said most of the 
taxes will be paid by the richest 
one to two per cent of Amer- 
icans, and some by the elderly. 
The only new tax most Amer- 
icans wili notice is a rise in the 
14.1 cent-per-gallon petrol tax to 
18.4 cents. 

But Republicans argued there 
were new taxes bidden as higher 
user fees on national parks, re- 
creational areas and other ser- 
vices. 

The plan also provides the big- 


gest new social programmes for 
the poor in 20 years. 

“I don't think we can forget 
about the unmet needs of many 
children who will benefit from 
this legislation,” Democratic rep- 
resentative Robert Matsui said 
during debate. 

The plan increases tax credits 
for the working poor with chil- 
dren, and for toe first time gives 
childless poor couples small tax 
credits. It also increases funds for 
immunising poor children and 
provides -tax breaks for urban 
investments. 

Under the bill, corporations 
will see their tax rate rise to 35 
per cent from 34 per cent on 
taxable income above S10 mil- 
lion. 

Throughout the day. Democra- 
tic leaders and Mr. Clinton lob- 
bied intensely for votes. Mr. Clin- 
ton made- dozens of telephone 
calls -to members of Congress. . 

As the dock ticked toward a 
final vote, Honse ' Democratic 
leaders negotiated to^win the 
votes of party moderates and 
conservatives. Mr. Foley offered 
them the promise of votes later 
this year on bills to limit manda- 
tory .spending, to require the 
White House to snbmit a spend- 
ing reduction bfil and on a so- 
called balanced budget amend- 
ment to the constitution. 


Indian firms tap 
low-cost overseas funds 


BOMBAY (AFP) — A growing 
number of financial companies 
here are finking with foreign 
'firms to offer a range of- special- 
ised services as India puisnes in- 
tegration with the global eco- 
nomy. 

The low cost of foreign equity 
and high interest rates in India, 
which range from 16 to 24 per 
cent against eight to 10 per cent 
overseas, are spurring financial 
service joint ventures. 

Experts say the domestic finan- 
cial services sector stands to be- 
nefit from an infusion of modern 
technology and enhanced profes- 
sionalism by linking with foreign 
companies. 

“The alliance with foreign, in- 
stitutions will help the dom&tic 
market, especially in services 
such as securitisation, bridge 
loans and venture capital funds,” 
said Mahesh Thakkar, spokes- 
man for the Association of Leas- 
ing and Financial Services Com- 
panies. 

The most recent example is a 
Consumer credit venture between 
India's Housing and Develop- 
ment Finance Corp. and U.S.- 
based G.E. Capital. 

! - Among others, the Industrial 
Credit and Investment Corp. of 
India, joined with J.P. Morgan, 
tiie Unit Trust of India with 
Alliance Capital and the Indust- 
rial Development Bank of India 
with Asian Capital. 

“It is a boom time. Many more 
such tie-ups are in the pipeline,” 
said a representative of the fore- - 
ign stockbroking firm W.I. Carr. 


Financial experts say massive 
profits reported by several fore- 
ign banks here attracted the 
attention of ambitious Indian en- 
trepreneurs. 

“When Citibank’s Indian op- 
erations reported a profit of 1.39 
billion rupees (S46 million) in 
1992, it was felt the bank’s 
aggressive marketing had paid 
off,” a spokesman for mutual 
fund giant Unit Trust of India 
said. “Bat the real reason was the 
diversion of funds to rake advan- 
tage of the difference in interest 
rates as well as the range of 
specialised services it offered.” 

Market sources said Citibank 
had been lending funds here in 
the booming consumer finance 
market at interest rates of 23 to 
24 per cent. 

"“Although the rupee has de- 
predated in the long run against 
the dollar, the bank could make 
up this loss doe to the high 
interest rates here," the spokes- 
man said. 

As the Indian economy global- 
ises under the government's two- 
year-old economic reform prog- 
ramme. domestic financial com- 
panies have found that ventures 
with foreign firms are the only 
way to survive increased competi- 
tion. 

“Innovative products and ser- 
vices would also be available with 
tie-ups with multinational finan- 
cial services films,” said Thakkar, 
adding such tie-ups are also 
necessary as foreign institutional 
investors bring money into the 
Indian capital market. 


Gold market stunned 
into silence after price fall 


LONDON (R) — The gold mar- 
ket was stunned into silence Fri- 
day following the largest one-day 
fall in the bullion price since it 
plunged by around $35 in the 
hours after the Gulf war started 
in January 1991. 

Heavy selling by U.S. invest- 
ment funds of speculative posi- 
tions bought during the metal’s 
recent surge precipitated the 
steep decline. 

From about $399 an ounce in 
morning trading on Thursday, the 
gold price plunged to around 
$372 later in the day before re- 
covering to S381.90 at its London 
morning fixing Friday. 

“The funds came in and sold 
everything, it was a bloodbath. 
They “ook no prisoners last 
night," one dealer said, adding 
that- the market was licking its 
wounds this morning. “Everyone 
is staying out (of the market) 
today, nobody wants to trade.” ’ 

Dealers said very wide spreads 
between buying and selling prices 
were being quoted, winch was 
deterring interest.” Morning 
trading generally on Friday was 
confined to book-squaring and 
waiting for the American data,” 
one commented. 

They were waiting to see what 
scheduled U.S. economic figures 
— for non-farm payrolls, unem- 
ployment and consumer credit — 
would show about prospects for 
inflation. 

One dealer said gold could 
trade within - a fairly wide $375 / 
$385 radge during the day and 
would “probably touch botii sides 


of that 'several' times, it’s very 
-nervous.” 

The market reached $409 at the 
start of tiie week, equalling a 
peak hit on the outbreak of tire 
Gulf war and showing a rise of 
more than 25 per cent since a 
seven-year low of $326 in March. 

Other precious metals were 
also in. retreat. - . 

Silver, traditionally more vola- 
tile than gold, lost nearly 15 per 
cent of its value. From a high of 
almost $5.25 an ounce on Thurs- 
day it phmged to $4.50 in far 
eastern trading before recovering 
to fix at $4.82 Friday. 

Platinum fell more than $20 
from its $411.40 morning setting 
on Thursday but recovered slight- 
ly to $39235 at Friday's fix. 

Dealers said the fund selling 
might have been triggered by 
Chinese central bank sales. China 
was rumoured in the market to 
have sold up to 10 tonnes of gold 
on Thursday but dealers said that 
alone would not have moved 
prict much. 

TL market was also awash 
with rumours of other central 
bank activity and further Austra- 
lian and South African mine sell- 
ing. 

However, dealers and analysts 
said that although gold’s upward 
ran bad suffered a knock, it was 
not out for the count. 

“We should all remember that 
a week ago we were only at $390 
so what are we all worried about, 
nothing,” one dealer said. 
‘What’s a 10 drop when you’ve 
had a 60 rally.” 


Leading 
world 
economists 
applaud end 
of ‘narrow* 
ERM 


LONDON (AFP) — Six of the 
world’s most eminent econom- 
ists, including three Nobel 
prizewinners, Friday applauded 
the end of the ‘narrow’ European 
Exchange Rate (ERM) saying the 
new wider bands presented a 
“significant opportunity”. 

In an article in the Financial 
Times, they argued that last 
weekend^ decision to loosen ex- 
change rate fluctuation bands to 
15 per cent was “sound and 
pragmatic” and that the move 
had been “inevitable”. “It is 
wrong to believe that something 
precious was lost last weekend; 
on the contrary, the liberation of 
currencies previously trapped in 
the ERM offers a significant -op- 
portunity to recapture the 
buoyant spirit that animated 
Europe in the run-up to 1992.” 

The economists had previously 
called for France to lead the way 
in the abandonment of the ERM, 
arguing that Europe was repeat- 
ing the mistakes of the 1930s 
when countries tried to maintain 
currency values despite economic 
depression. 

The six — Olivier Blanchard, 
Rudiger Dornbusch, Stanley Fis- 
cher, Franco Modigliani, Paul 
Sam nelson and Robert Solow — 
are all professors of economics at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

Professors Modigliani, Samuel- 
son and Solow are past recipients 
of the Nobel Peace Prize for 
economics. 

The economists argued in 
favour of speculation, adding that 
by prematurely hardening ex- 
change rates, the central bankers 
and finance ministers of Europe 
had given speculators “the prove- 
rbial one-way bet”. 

“In this case the speculators 
were the best friend of the unem- 
ployed, and — even though we 
will not hear that admission — of 
the monetary officials who had 
assumed unsustainable commit- 

“Rather than look back and 
dream of punching speculators, 
officials need now to exploit the 
new-found freedom to fight un- 
employment, of course paying 
due respect to inflation risks. 

“All (countries) must be con- 
cerned to avoid a recurrence of 
inflation, a task easier for some 
than for others. But they also 
must give urgent priority to ex- 
pansion, because that is the only 
way to bring down unemploy- 
ment. 

“Low interest rates are the 
fastest affordable way, given 
actual or imagined constraints to 
fiscal action, to get there. '^Final- 
ly, they all must look beyond 
recovery to give more emphasis 
to the supply side; more room for 
incentives, more flexibility, less 
status quo,” they concluded. 


China tightens up on taxes 


PEKING (R) — China has ban- 
ned widespread unauthorised tax 
breaks and even temporary ex- 
emptions for financial hardship 
cases, seeking to curb tax evasion 
losses thiat top $17 billion a year, 
official reports said Friday. 

“The state will not issue new 
policies of any kind regarding tax 
reductions and .exemptions in the 
remainder of this year and will 
stop giving permission for tax 
cuts, even in cases of difficulty or 
as temporary measures,” the offi- 
cial Xinhua News Agency re- 
ported a nationwide decree as 

Tax administration officials 
said 100 billion yuan (517.2 bil- 
lion) in taxes go uncollected each 
year — about five times the pro- 
jected budget deficit for 1993 of 
20.5 billion yuan ($33 billion). 

“Officials fear that runaway tax 
losses could. bust the budget,” the 
official China Daily said. 

The State Council decree said 
banks must stop holding up tax 
payments and deliver them 
promptly and ordered a crack- 
down on export-related tax- 


an official announcement last 
month that Peking was planning a 


refund fraud. . , 

tax break for low : incoroe earners 
including hit by inflation in crtiM running at 


those for foreign-funded ventures 
and unofficial development 
zones. 

Main targets are “fake’ Smo- 
fbreign ventures that are funded 
solely by domestic sources. 
Foreign-funded firms enjoy 
attractive tax holidays in the first 
few years of business. 

The State Council, mindful of 
soaring deficits, warned that state 
.revenue has not grown signifi- 
cantly in 1993 and tax collection 
has not kept pace with China's 14 
per cent growth. 

“Violations of state tax laws 
and policies — including unau- 
thorised tax cuts, granting pre- 
ferential tax policies without state 
permission and tax evasion 
through 0 licit contracts of turnov- 
er taxes by enterprises — have 
led to great losses in state re- 
venues,” it said. 

The nationwide tax circular 
appeared somewhat at odds with 


an anniia l 20 per cdht. 

The decree ordered more dili- 
gent collection^ of taxes from Qbi- 
na’s growing rank# of -self- 
employed enterpreneurs. 

Peking is tantalised by the ^ 
prospect of taxing the nation’s t 
rapidly growing individual wealth 
and is on track to collect far more 
than last year’s record $161 mil- 
lion. . • ■■ 

Statistics show collection from 
individuals totalled $553 nulfion 
from January through A pril/ a 27 
per cent jump that outstripped 
growth of industrial and commer- 
cial tax revenues. 

Tax. collection has become a 
dangerous in China. 

Since 1985, attacks on tax offi- 
cials in the course of their work 
have left 22 dead, 36 crippled and 
1,452 seriously injured nation- 
wide and there had been 1,916 
attacks on tax offices, the official 
Economic Reference News said 
last mouth. 


¥f 


Panel finds 
solutions 
to revive 
U.S. airline 
’ industry 

WASHINGTON (R) — A spe- 
cial commission formed to try 
revitalise the U.S. airline industry 
has formally approved recom- 
mendations which include cutting 
taxes and letting foreign earners 
buy up to 49 per cent of U.S. 
airlines. 

The panel, which also called 
for an easing of regulatory bur- 
dens, released a draft of its re- 
commendations on July 19 and is 
to present them to President Bill 
Clinton and Congress on Aug. 

The commission called for leg- 
islation to permit a foreign carrier 
to buy as much as 49 per cent of 
the voting stock in a U.S. airline, 
up from the present 25 per cent, 
provided the foreign airline’s host 
state maintains a libera] aviation 
policy. 

■ Commission members indiid- 
ing businessmen; financiers', 
lawyers,- transportation cdnsul- 
tants anfftn dustry executives, cal- 
led in a 14-1 vote for the air 
traffic, control functions of the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to be run as a separate 
corporate entity, with adequate 
financing to quickly modernise 
the U.S. air traffic control sys- 
tem. 

And it recommended a com- 
mittee be formed to warn the 
‘Transportation Department when 
an airline was nearing insolvency 
to ward off any risk to the travell- 
ing public ana the. industry. 

Many U.S. carriers have been 
in an out of bankruptcy in recent 
years and critics say their cutting 
fares while able to postpone 
paying debts is giving them an 
unfair advantage. 



UJELL.YOU P BETTER MAKE 
UP YOUR MIND...THE BUS 
LEAVES IN FIVE MINUTES. 1 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


HARRiS 



“It's raisin toast for dieters. I poked out 
all the raisins and replaced 
them with peas." 


MuttVJeff 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I • by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


[H 

IOPAC 
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RAPTYN 


□ 
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lJ 
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WHAT LAITY 60PIVA 
SAIP ATTHEEWP 
OF HER RIO E- 


PAWNEO 
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Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
loom the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartooa 

Print answer here: M rTT^l” 
IS, ■r'N /tS /?*■» A 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: EJECT UNCLE FLORAL CACTUS 

Answer. What the newly -married salad king begged the 
press 10 00— ••LETTUCE" ALOhlE 


Niger to cut salary 
spending, raise taxes 

NIAMEY (R) — Niger has told the International Monetary Fund it] 
pl ans to cut salary spending and increase tax receipts this year in line; 
with a medium-term structural adjustment programme. | 

The official ANP news agency said the government planned to cut > 
wage spending to 36 billion CFA francs ($121 million) in 1993 fromj 
38 billion ($128 million) in 1991 by reducing recruitment, encourag-j 
ing early retirement and lowering some salaries. j 

The government spent 40 billion ($135 million) on wages in 1992. , 
ANP said the government aimed to increase tax receipts by 4.3 per j 
cent over the previous year to 53 billion CFA ($178 million]) in 1993. j 
Planned measures include enlarging the tax base, introducing some! 
new taxes and revising others. J 

In 1992, a large proportion of the tax income, almost 30 trillion j W 
CFA ($100 million), was spent on servicing foreign debt dr $1.6! 
billion. . { 

Niger is impoverished by drought and has few natural resources j 
except uranium. Gross domestic product growth fell to minus 6.5 pert 
cent in 1992 from minus 0.5 per cent, government figures show . \ 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Your family is expecting a great 
deal from you now, though little is 
said, so be sure you do your utmost 
to bring greater harmony, and 
security iptQ-jtbat importanfeapfaere 
of your somewhat j puzzling dr- 
annstances:- < 

- 4 

ARIES: (Match -21* to April 19) 

During die daytime get into what- 
ever has awaited your attention 
and requires coordination and sys- 
tems while tonight be with good 
friends and avoid a scrappy offi- 
cial. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

You have a good day to arrange 
whatever entertainments, recrea- 
tion that appeals to you while 
tonight please your mate and avoid 
an older person you’ve just met. 

GEMINL (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some situation at your resi- 
dence you can improve and make 
operate as you wish during the clay 
but tonight steer dear of put off 
duties. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don’t let an older partner 
take up your evening after a day at 
which you dash around doing 
whatever is required of you in 
public matters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
very practical in whatever you do 

VIRAGO: (August 22 to September agreememtaf Umtot'do'rahii^ 

to upset any associate. ^ 


to push your own personal in- 
terests to a new success and well 
being and put in motion today but 
tonight avoid recreations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Make a campaign for future 
'•* g*owth -and- •eapeasioir -today- pri- 
vately or witir-a -confidential advi- 
sor and tonight-use. cafe not 'to 
upiet a family member. ~ 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is the day for you to 
get out and discuss future plans 
with selective ard discriminating 
friends and acquaintances, tonight 
mull over advice given. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Be alert to the 
various civic or credit conditions 
that you tan work out today but 
tonight keep away from: public 
where there could be trou- 


L * 


r 


I^^CORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can look into all 
kinds of new interests during day- 
light hours and benefit by data 
obtained but tonight look out for 
an angry official. 

AQUARIUS.- (January 21 to Febni- 
aiy 19) Get into whatever responsi- 
bilities you have for you can handle 
toem with more than usual astute- 
ness but tonight rest and relax on 
your laurels. 


i 


22) Think about what you can do 



HE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ruins 
6 Drub 
10 Nettie 

13 Nestling's cay 

14 Dreaded one 

15 Faithful 

16 Haro in early 
Westerns 

19 Ufi-huh 

20 Currier and — 

21 Lika some eyes 

22 Movie award 

24 British length 

25 Jacob's wile 
27 Segment 

26 French coin 

31 Left the straight 
and narrow 

32 Largest ehy In 
Africa 

33 Delete 

34 Bede- 

35 Fusty 

36 Slight 
impression 

37 Witticism 

38 — and penaies 
30 British money 

40 — Lanka 

41 School: a Mr. 

42 Fellow 

43 Watercourse 
45 Farm twds 

48 Detecting device 
47 — au rhum 
48Spgot 
51 Pen and paper 
shop 

54 Bit 

55 “Don't 
Tread — ” 

56 YulatJda figure 

57 Phooey? 

58 Spruce 

59 Follows 

DOWN 

1 Breaky 
Heart- 

2 Brake 
part 

3 Doctors' vow 

4 Canozoic. for 
one 

5 United 

6 Goof 
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5 

9 

a 
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a 

iirm 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 



7 Quiche 
Ingredient 

8 Curve 

8 Spicy frut of the 
welter green 

10 Opal, e.g. 

11 Musical Vanee 
of old 

12 Basic 

15 Powerful ruler 

17 Racetrack 

18 Brief, sharp fight 

23 Son of Noah 

24 Hotel 
employees 

25 Lots and 
lots 

28 intensity 

27 Grew wan 

29 "An’— of 
pre-ror'lon .. 

30 Sheer 

52 Reef material 

« Chewy cookie 

36 Secretary 

32 Hawaiian 
veranda 


a0n pQnnnn] rac 

nRmn nn-n BQn 

» mm SIS 


39 "Guemtea” 
anw 
« ttek" 

44 Theater 
acronym 

45 Insert mark 

46 Greek meeting 
place 


47 Sanctuary 
45 Dilettantish ■ 

50 Split and Mac* 
eyed 

51 Kinsman • - “ 
32 Dir. letters -» 
53 Bar . 

bat 
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LONDON EXCHANCE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at nudsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and. bullion markets Friday. 

U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterimg 
One* ounce of gold 


1.2915/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.7105/15 

Deutschemarlcs 

1.9245/55 

Dutch guilders 

L5075/80 

Swiss francs 

36.11/20 

Belgian francs 

5.9500/75 

French francs 

1603.0/5.0 

Italian lire 

104^5/35 

Japanese yen 

8.0040/24 

Swedish crowns 

7388008 

Norwegian crowns 

6.776096 

Danish crowns 

Sl.4885/95 


$381.75/382.75 



Morocco sells 2 cement 
plants to Swiss group 

RABAT (R) — - The Moroccan government has sold its holding in 
two cement plants to a Swiss company as part of its privatisation 


UAE says it is continuing bank reforms 


programme, officials said Thursday. 

Tne privatisation ministry said the government had sold its 51 per 
cent share in Ciments dc L'Oricntal (CTOR) plants in Oujda and Fez 


to the Swiss group Holderhank for the equivalent of $64.3 million. 

The DOR had a turnover of more than 780 million dirhams ($82 
million) last year. The Office dc Development Industrial, in which 
the state was the largest shareholder, had 86.2 per cent of ClOR’s 
2,112^00 shares. 

DOR sold 1.5 million tonnes of cement in 1992 or about one 
quarter of the cement sold on the local market. It has a production 
capacity of 1.65 million tonnes a year and a workforce of 750. It made 
a net profit in 1991 of 45.3 million dirhams ($4.74 million). 


Eritrea hopes Australian 
will spark a gold rush 


SYDNEY (R) — Eritrea’s hopes 
of developing rich gold and cop- 
per deposits left idle by 30 years 
of civil war rest with an Austra- 
lian geologist who flew there 
Wednesday to help it attract fore- 
ign investment. 

Two large copper and gold 
prospects outside the capital 
Asmara were very promising, 
according to Duncan Dow, head 
of the Geological Survey of 
Ethiopia from 1968 to 1971 and 
now retired. 

Mr. Dow was invited by the 
provisional government of Erit- 
rea, established after the split 
from Ethiopia in May, to help 
create a geological service and 
advise on attracting mining in- 
vestment, Eritrea’s chief repre- 
sentative in Australia said. 

The two sites, the Adi Nefas 
copper mine and Debarua base 
metal prospect, were surveyed by 
Ethiopia’s geological survey unit 
in the 1970s. 

“Debarua was quite big and 


showed real potential,” Mr. Dow 
said. “It's a copper, gold, lead 
and zinc site with mineralisation 
one kilometre long and quite a 
few metres wide. 

“We put one drill hole down 
and got some extraordinarily 
good results,” Mr. Dow told 
Reuters. “The mineralisation 
continues up north but we don’t 
know how far." 

Mr. Dow said the deposits 
were part of a promising mineral 
belt that extends north and west 
of Asmara. 

Ethiopia also has potash de- 
posits of some 150 million tonnes 
in the Dallol region, proven in 
1971 surveys, and good prospects 
for oil in the Red Sea off Eritrea, 
Mr. Dow said. 

The Dallol area, part of a 
geological area known as the 
African Rift System, also has 
“considerable potential for the 
creation of geothermal energy," 
Mr. Dow said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) is 
pressing ahead with measures to 
strengthen its banking sector that 
was jolted by the Gulf war and 
the collapse of the Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI). 

The measures, which include 
stronger intervention by the cen- 
tral bonk and incentives for mer- 
gers; are intended to bring the 
Gulf country’s 47 banks in line 
with standards outlined by the 
Bank of International Settlement 
(BIS). 

“The central bank is continuing 
its policy of consolidating the 
banking sector through intensify- 
ing its supervision and inspection 
of the banking institutions,” the 
central bank said in its just issued 
annual report. “This helps the 
bank keep abreast with the finan- 
cial positions of the banks and 
ensure their activities are com- 
patible with national interests.” 


The UAE and other Gulf states 
launched reforms in their banking 
sector after the BIS's Basle com- 
mittee issued guidelines four 
years ago to banks worldwide to 
ensure their position is strong 
enough to f 2 ce any crisis. 

The committee, which groups 
central bank governors of major 
industrial nations, recommended 
a floor of eight per cent for 
capital adequacy, the ratio be- 
tween the bank's shareholders’ 
equity and assets. 

It also classified Arab states, 
except the world’s top oil expor- 
ter Saudi Arabia, as hi£h risk 
countries in lending activities, a 
move that has drawn criticism 
from Arabs and triggered bank 
reforms in the region. 

The UAE had given its banks until 
July 1 to meet the BIS require- 
ment, which took effect this year, 
but the deadline has been ex- 
tended at the request of some 
banks which have failed to raise 


adequacy on time. . 

The central bank report, 
however, said the measures had 
produced results although no 
mergers took place. It said an 
increase in the capital and provi- 
sions of some banks had boosted 
shareholders’ equities of the 47 
banks by 4.8 per cent to 16.8 
billion dirhams ($4.57 billion) at 
the end of 1992, pushing up the 
average adquacy to 11.4 per cent. 

Bankers said about four banks 
still have low adequacy but were 
taking measures to increase the 
level, including cutting risky 
assets, setting aside more funds 
for provisions and possible mer- 
gers. 

The bankers said the increase 
in shareholders’ equities came 
mainly from a rise in provisions 
after most banks made record 
profits in 1992. 

According to the state-run 
Emirates Industrial Bank, net 
profits of the banks jumped by 


nearly 50 per cent to 1.69 biilion 
dirhams ($460 million) Li 1992 
from 1.13 billion dirhams (S3Q^. 
million) in 1991. > 

Outlining developments in the 
banking sector, the central bank 
report said there were 19 nation.1l 
banks and 28 foreign units with 
assets rising to $42 billion at the 
end of 1992 from $40 billion at 
the end of 1991 . Branches of local 
banks inside the UAE increased 
to 207 in 1992 from 201 in 1991 
despite the closure of the BCD's 
eight branches in the country.- 

The number of branches of the 
foreign banks remained un- 
changed at 118 but the central 
bank said it was studying applica- 
tions by five foreign banks to 
open branches although it has 
said it would not grant new bank 
licences. 

The report did mention plarfs 
to allow the operation of offs h oh; 
banks, which have no presence in 
the Gulf except in Bahrain. 


Oman launches privatisation to boost economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Oman 
has started privatisation of its 
public institutions in a bid to 
absorb high liquidity and boost its 
economy that was hurt by declin- 
ing oil prices, Omani officials said 
Thursday. 

The government has invited 
local subscribers to buy its shares 
in the national insurance com- 
pany and is planning to sell its 
stake in other services and indust- 
rial companies as well as local 
hotels. 

“Privatisation plans have been 
under study for several years,’’ an 
official from the state-run De- 
velopment Council told AFP. 
“We found it is time to start now to 
absorb rising liquidity and anraa- 
national savings to activate the 
domestic economy." 


The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) semi -official daily A1 Itti- 
had said the Omani government 
also planned to float shares ro the 
public to raise the capital of its 
national cement company to 36 
million Omani rivals (S93.6 mil- 
lion) from 21 million riyals ($54.6 
million). 

Oman is the first Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) state to 
embark on large-scale privatisa- 
tion and the move coincides with 
Muscat's decision to slash spend- 
ing because of the current insta- 
bility in the oil market. 

Officials said they also might 
be forced to revise the 1991-1995 
development plan if prices de- 
cline below S15.5. The plan, 
which has a growth target of 10 
per cent, was based on a gradual 


increase in public and private 
investment and an oil price start- 
ing from $18. 

Like other GCC states, Oman 
depends heavily on oil, of which 
it produces around 750,000 bar- 
rels per day and has nearly 4.5 
billion barrels in proven reserves. 
Given the weak role of its private 
sector, government spending has 
remained the main factor in eco- 
nomic activity. 

“The sale of public institutions 
will give the private sector an 
opportunity to assume its role in 
development,’’ the Omani official 
said. 

Despite weak oil prices, the 
government had kept develop- 
ment expenditure relatively high 
to maintain growth. This has cre- 
ated a persistent budget deficit. 


which was projected at $1.14 
billion in 1993. 

Economists said they expected 
a successful privatisation :H 
Oman given the existing large 
liquidity, absence of major in- 
vestment opportunities and thti 
presence of a stock exchange 
They said the move woulif 
boost activity in the exchange a ftd 
it would grow further when 
government enforces a decisior( 
to give access to investors from 
the other GCC nations — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar 
and the UAE. JT 

The stock market, established, 
in early 1989, covers S6 national, 
banks and companies with theif 
capitalisation standing ar $1.5 blA 
lion and turnover of S167 million 
dollars in 1992. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-fo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AffllN KAWAR A SONS 

■' . 6041)76 6Q4696 ^ 
i BOX 7806 
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1 CROWN INTL EST. 

Jj Packing, shipping 
5 Forwarding, storage 

jj worldwide Removals 

Air. Sea and Land 



JORDAN 
MARKET PLACE 



Italian Restaurant 


Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarkai 
BuBdJng , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfae 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE ■“ 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room_! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAIMITEL 

|U2<|I|IS 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
_ Businessmen 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 

Book now & Join 


our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya $ 800 H/B 

*• Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

i All in 5 star INT L HTLS 


Specialists m 
Tailor-made 
Oulgomg Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels m 
Turkey Cyprus 
& Egypt 



Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181. Fax 689307 



F^£>£*NC'' l^ESTflUSTANT 



THE 



CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 ■ Midnight / 


(l\ ..Hsflrjl RESTAURANT 


& fc T ® FT 


.J 


I 

L 

i - 

L- . ’ 

CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


jg 

Authentic 
Chinese (fishes, 
from aU great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
P tt pt tt d by tar 
CMnwr cfacfr 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Take nraj aorrioei 
Jabal At Hussein 
Miniary of Trade 
& Industrial H d. 

TaL 693004 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[ppm IJ-.io-J ill S ini- 1 1 ,Vi dj„ly\ 

Take away is available 

wad. SflQra floao 
near Pruaeeipma Hotel 



free lusted 
ftjwajs Lcvcd 



MANX. 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka »wiy ta awllHhle 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63896$ 



• Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Jndonisian, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 

■ Live Band “6” nights a week 1 

■ World wide programs VIA satellite | 

• Takeaways & delivery Available ■ 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5P.M Midnight 


T/PPC.’I LO.'.f _ 653482 



40 fjitrc* - »*iir f irr!o. .Jjipji -Oppos-lo 


The Inn Place to be.. 



d^ozeha 

V/ Restaurant 

•Open air terrace. 

• Round rable for 12- IS 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tei 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 



"homely and intimate’ 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 



THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOW OPEN 

Valentino 

• restaurant 

hmi. mi man nmr aptcu 

OfWWTITHIlUa EMM AMT 


TEL. 654205 



■ 

. /} STj/z/fft , 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MfTAURAAT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available i 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm i 
7.30-11.30 pm I 
After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 



Terrace 
Restaurant 
& Tapas Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 




Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebel Amman - 3rd CSzda 
Fbr Ronrvttion TW 08060 -1 


Rock Cafe ^ 1 

,ive B&nd 

639197 

Couples Only, or 
Groups of Ladies A Gents 

Open Daily 


Amman 

International Hotel 


A* 


>s' cAT %, 


hh 


\ 


Rest. 
Tel 841712/841713 
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Bosnian generals meet 
mull Serb withdrawal offer 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
S&Caimy chief General Ratko 


MiMic went to Sarajevo Airport 
to formally offer newly- 
captured mountain positions to 
U.N.-- peacekeeping monitors, 
provided they are also denied to 
Muslim forces. 

As the talks got under way, the 
United States-mspired threat to 
strike at Serb forces from the air 
came in for more criticism, and 
th&U.N. announced a new relief 
mission to save up to two million 
from possible starvation this win- 
wf.i: 

Gen.- Mladic was meeting with 
his opposite number General 
Rasim Delic, commander of the 
Mudim-led Bosnian army, and 
UJ£j. commander in Bosnia 
General Francis Briqueraont. 

Acceptance of the offer by 
Bosnia's beleaguered Muslim-led 
government was seen as a key 
step in a successful resumption of 
pecce talks in Geneva next week. 

international mediator Lord 
Cyen told a news conference, in 
Geneva that Muslim. Serb and 
Grout leaders had agreed to res- 
tart the talks Monday. 

NATO states, which have 


backed a U.S. plan to launch air 
strikes against the Bosnian Serbs 
if they tighten their siege of 
Sarajevo, are due to meet in 
Brussels Monday to discuss the 
controversial threat- 


The Serb offer to quit newly- 
Igm 


taken positions on Igman and 
Bjeiasnica Mountains and open 
two roads to bring relief aid to 
Sarajevo was seen as a shrewd 
move to bring the Muslim side 
back to the Geneva negotiations, 
while warding off air strikes. 

Observers m Sarajevo, howev- 
er, said ther was some suspicion 
that by turning over the two 
peaks to the U.N. with the sti- 
pulation that they remain neutral, 
the Serbs were effectively block- 
ing the main Muslim army supply 
route. 

Gen. Briquemont cautioned 
that nothing was settled yet. 

“We have no agreement. It was 
a common statement and a prop- 
osal,” he told a news briefing. 

“The zone winch will be evacu- 
ated by the Serb side must be a 
sort of free zone only occupied by 
UNPROFOR elements... if they 
don’t agree I shall say (the) prop- 
osal is impossible to implement in 


the field.** 

The U.N. meanwhile 
announced its intention to reopen 
the main land route for aid to 
Sarajevo and central Bosnia, 
which has been closed for a week 
by a Muslim offensive in central 
Bosnia. 

Launching “operation lifeline” 
with a warning that the snrvival of 
up to 2.2 million people this 
winter was at stake, Gen. Bri- 
quemont said the U.N. had to 
“take new measures to help avert 
a human tragedy of immense 
proportions.*' 

He called for hundreds more 
U.N. troops, including recon- 
naissance soldiers, engineering 
squadrons, logistics staff and 


“I won’t say it’s easy to issue 
threats from outside Bosnia but it 
is something which is like study- 
ing maps at military headquar- 
ters,” he said. 

“I can tell you that it is a major 
wony for me because we are on a 


peacekeeping footing in an area 
where then 


military police to ensure the suc- 
cess of the venture. 


In an interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, Lord 
Owen said the threat of air strikes 
had been a “a tremendous incen- 
tive" to the Muslims not to 
negotiate seriously for the past 
week. 

Gen. Briquemont also criti- 
cised the air attack plan, saying it 
could bring down Serb retaliation 
on his 9,000 peacekeepers. 


lerc has never been 
peace. It is easier to make threats 
than to carry them out,” the 
Belgian general added. 

But in Washington, the threat 
appeared to recede, with a senior 
U.S. State Department official 
saying it may take another meet- 
ing after next Monday to decide 
on action. 

The official denied the process 
was being dragged out. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was due in Italy Fri- 
day to discuss military operations 
in Bosnia, including air strikes, 
with NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner. «. NATO 
spokesman said. 

But Friday's Washin con Post 
quoted an official of th Clinton 
administration as saying; “With 
luck, if the talks go well, we won’t 
have to bomb them at all. That is 
the primary goal.” 


Parliament suspends Yeltsin privatisation decree 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sia's conservative parliament Fri- 
dajt^YOted to block a move by 
? resident Boris Yeltsin to speed 
up. t^e government’s privatisation 
programme. 

Deputies, resuming the offen- 
sive against the reformist Russian 
Isabel, voted by 140, with IS 
agajrist, to suspend his decree last 
mqatfi to accelerate a programme 
Trizv wide-scale sell-off of state 
industry. 

The expected vote by the par- 
.‘.'aauent, marking a further stage 

/enewed confrontation be- 
tween the Kremlin leader and the 
' r&lature. means the decree will 
' go to the Constitutional 
Court; for a ruling on its validity. 

The Supreme Soviet, chaired 
by Mr. Yeltsin's political arch- 


rival Ruslan Khasbulatov, 
ignored Privatisation Minister 
Anatoly Chubais who denounce*, 
parliament's move. 

Before the vote was taken, be 


told the session that the suspen- 
sion resolution was “economical- 


the Supreme Soviet." 

Mr. Yeltsin signed a decree last 
May to promote and accelerate 
the privatisation programme 
which represents the co rnersto ne 
of reforms to switch Russia from 
a centralised to a market eco- 


ly absurd, juridically unfounded, 
politically flawed and devoid of 
common sense." 

Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin earlier called at a gov- 
ernment meeting for acceleration 
of the privatisation drive and 
implementation of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
decrees. 

Conservative Deputy Bronislav 
Babayev, presenting the suspen- 
sion resolution, said: “The gov- 
ernment is conducting privatisa- 
tion as set by presidential decrees 
and is ignoring the decisions of 


no 


Parliament replied by suspend- 
ing the effect of the decree and 
sending it to the constitutional 
court for a decision. 


Mr. Yeltsin', after curtailing his 
holiday to deal with a series of 
parliamentary challenges to gov- 
ernment reforms, bounced back 
on July 26 with a s imilar decree to 
set the privatisation programme 
back on track. 

Friday’s resolution was aimed 
at this second decree. 


Mr. Chubais later hinted to 
reporters that Mr. Yeltsin had 
anticipated parliament's action. 
“Our counter-measures are 
ready. They are in my briefcase,” 
he told reporters. 

Meanwhile, President Yeltsin 
confirmed Friday that Yuri Kal- 
mykov will be the new Justice 
minister, a presidential spokes- 
man told AFP. 

Mr. Kalmykov. 58, replaces 
Nikolai Fyodorov who resigned 
last March in protest at Mr. Yelt- 
sin's setting up of a regime of 
special powers. 

He had been running the Jus- 
tice Ministry on an interim basis 
since April and was formerly 
bead of the parliamentary com- 
mittee charged with drawing up 
laws. 





a fore flatter over foe Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima Friday 
Luring the memorial service for foe atomic bomb viefofts of World 



Hiroshima urges nuclear 
Weapons ban by 2000 


FftROSHIMA (R) — The mayor 
of Hiroshima, which 48 years ago 
became the first city to suffer a 
nuclear attack, called Friday for a 
global ban on weapons of mass 
destruction by the end of the 
century. 

■“The nuclear powers... should 
set a’ deadline, no later than the 
ySar-2flOQ, for a total abolition of 
all nuclear weapons.” Takashi 
Kkeoka said at a memorial ser- 
vice near the epicentre of the 
attack which killed more than 
1 40,000 people. 

jSome 45,000 people gathered 
in* weltering weather at Peace 
Memorial Park in the* western 
Japanese city for the annual 
observance. 

fthe service began with a mo* 
raqntof silent prayer at 8:15 a.m. , 
the exact time a U.S. B-29 drop- 
petHha atomic bomb which level- 
led Hiroshima in 1945. 

Three days later a second nuc- 
lear device annihilated the south- 
western city of Nagasaki, killing 
70,000; people. 

Against the sky stood the 
twisted iron of the atomic bomb 
dome, ‘formerly the Hiroshima 
Industrial Hall — a solitary re- 
minder; of what stood in the city 
centre before the nuclear blast. 
M*. tiiraoka appealed to the 


world to never repeat the nuclear 
tragedy. Japan is the only nation 
to have sustained a nuclear 
attack. 

“We strongly appeal to the 
conscience of the world that the 
development and possession of 
unclear weapons is a sin against 
humanity,” Mr. Hiraoka said. 

Near the podium sat a group of 
women clad in traditional Korean 
dress, believed to be relatives of 
Korean labourers forced to work 
in Hiroshima during World War 
0 only to become victims of the 
bomb. 


The mayor hailed a decision 
made by France. Russia and foe 
United States earlier this year to 
continue their moratorium on 
nndear testing but noted that 
many.weapons existed to pose a 
threat to mankind. 


His remarks came after Japan’s 
controversial shipment of pluto- 
nium from France earlier this 
year, which prompted objections 
from countries on the freighter’s 
route. 


Anti-nuclear activists have 
questioned Japan’s adherence to 
its nuclear policy, which bans foe 
use, storage and development of 
such weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 


Indonesians seek compensation from Japan 


JAKARTA .(AFP) — Some 12,000 Indonesians who say they 
were used as sex slaves, forced labour or army conscripts by the 


Japanese during World War II are banding together to seek 
compensation from Tokyo, lawyers said here Friday. The 


majority are former forced labour conscripts or “romushas’ as 
they are known here who have registered at offices of the 
-Indonesian Legal Institute (LBH) in several major cities since 
April, lawyers said. Meanwhile a Japanese professor has offered 
to kelp Malaysian women forced to be sex slaves for Japanese 
soldiers pursue their claims in court, the Star newspaper reported 
Friday in Kuala Lumpur. Japan’s government formally apologised 
Wednesday to tens of thousands of women forced to set ;e its 
soldiers as sex slaves before and during foe war. Nagahara 
Michiko, deputy dean of Waseda University in Tokyo and a 
member of a Japanese human rights group, told the Star that at 
least 500 women from Korea, China, Taiwan, Indonesia and the 
Philippines had come forward to claim compensation since last 
year. 


Female U.S. Air Force secretary approved 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate approved President Bill 
Clinton’s nomination of Sheila Widnall as secretary of the air 
force, malting her the first woman to head a brand) of the U.S. 
Armed Services. The 55-year-old aeronautical engineer and 
associate provost at foe Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
was confirmed by voice vote Thursday. Ms. Widnall, is President 
Clinton's second service secretaty, joining Navy Secretary John 
Dalton. The administration, which has been faulted for its slow 
pace in filling top civilian jobs at the Pentagon, still has not 
nominated an army secretary. Ms. Widnall, a graduate and 
former professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), has served on advisory committees to the Military Airlift 
Command and Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 


Georgian government resigns 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The Georgian government led by Prime 
Minister Tengiz Sigua resigned Friday, ITAR-TASS News Agen- 
cy said. The announcement came a day after Georgian Leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze warned that emergency rule may have to 
be introduced in foe country to prevent foe outbreak of civil war. 
The government was formed last November. Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
warning Thursday came as foe government rebuffed pressure 
from tile parliament to make, corrections to an austere draft 
budget, fueling a standoff that ITAR-TASS described as “unpre- 
cedented.'* In a dispatch Thursday, foe news agency said the 
government's refusal to give in to parliament's demands to modify 
the draft budget, already rejected twice by the legislature, was 
creating “deadlock, anarchy and chaos” in Georgia. 


Angola reports more raids on rebels 


LUANDA (R) — Angola said Friday the air force knocked out 
several air defence positions of UNITA rebels in farther bombing 
raids in the country’s central highlands. “All of UNITA ’s anti-air 
reaction against the Angolan Air Forces were promptly des- 
troyed,” armed forces Spokesman-Brigadier Jose Manuel “Jota" 
said of Thursday’s air raids. He told the Angolan News Agency 
(ANGOP) that UNITA bases m Huambo and Bie provinces near 
the towns of Baflundo. Catchiungo, Gove, Anduio and Chinguar 
were targetted in foe raids. On Tuesday and Wednesday the 
government carried out more than 60 air strikes on UNITA 
positions in the central highlands, particularly focussing on the 
rebel headquarters in the provincial capital Huambo. Prime 
Minister Marco lino Moco said in a statement Thursday distri- 
buted by state-run media font the bombings would continue. 
“UNITA has challenged foe legitimacy of the democratically 
elected government- There is no other solution.” he said. 


Heathrow fire delays flights 


LONDON (AP) — A smokey storeroom fire at Heathrow 
Airport caused flight delays and forced the evacuation of 
hundreds of people from one terminal. Flight check-in was 
, suspended at Terminal 3 and travellers were kept out of the 
building for nearly an hour as firemen dealt with foe blaze. Three 
departing flights were delayed for about 45 minutes, according to 
an airport spokeswoman. 



A fire rages in the warehouse district in Shenzhen after it was sparked by two fierce explosions 
on Thursday (AFP photo) 


China to probe massive industrial blasts 


SHENZHEN, China (AFP) — 
China set up a special squad 
probe the cause of the 


Friday to . 
massive explosion Thursday that 
rocked the flagship dty of its 
liberal economic programme, and 
issued health warnings to alarmed 
residents. . 

As the toll in foe special econo- 
mic zone of Shenzhen continued 
to vary widely, Chinese Vice Pre- 
mier Zou Jiahua flew in from 
Peking to assess the destruction 
and foe provincial government in 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen’s gov- 
ernment set up two disaster 
teams, officials said. 

One team will check why ex- 
plosive materials had been stored 
in the warehouse district in north- 
ern Shenzhen, dose to a depot 
for domestic propane gas and also 
a storage site for hydrogen gas, 
Shenzhen spokesman Huang 
Xinhua said. 

The other mil supervise the 
cleanup and make provision for 
the victims, he said. 

Firefighters, troops and police 
joined Friday in quenching the 
final embers of a fire triggered by 
an immense double Mast that was 
so strong that residents in nearby 


Hong Kong feared an earthquake 
had occurred. 

According to the latest offidal 
tally, eight people were con- 
firmed dead, although the figure 
coujd rise as the search of ruins 


covering 20,000 square metres 
(200,000 square feet) got under- 


way. Hospitals admitted 140 in- 
jured, some seriously ill. 

But the semi-official Hong 
Kong China News Service and 
Shenzhen Televirion said at least 
70 were killed, and residents told 
reporters they had seen between 
30 and 40 bodies hauled from foe 
wreckage. 

'Shenzhen authorities issued 
televised warnings, telling dty 
inhabitants and farmers not to 
drink water from local wells and 
to wash and cook their fruit 
vegetable thoroughly, while tests 
were carried out. 


ported vegetables, especially 
from Shenzhen, which supplies 10 
per cent of its needs. 

The catastrophe hit the model 
dty in Peking’s economic liber- 
alisation policy, a programme 
viewed by some critics as un- 
leashing a freewheeling rush for 
economic growth that has often 
ignored safety standards. 

A government source, reached 
by telephone from Hong Kong, 
said top officials in Peking were 
alarmed of “international embar- 
rassment'’ for China. 


“They fear such a serious acci- 
dent could surely raise questions 
(from foreign investors) on how 


foe country is coping with its 
“ he said. 


The explosion sent a gigantic 
mushroom cloud of gas and dust 
into the sky, triggering fears of 
toxic contamination. 

Hong Kong, which depends on 
the region for its drinking water, 
said no change had been detected 
in water quality, but it streng- 
thened border controls on im- 


safety measures,' 

There were fears the blast 
could even affect Peking's bid to 
host foe 2000 Olympics, which 
will be dedded tty foe Interna- 1 
tiooal Olympic Committee (IOC) 
on Sept. 23, be suggested. 


Officials and the local press 
said the first explosion, in an 
open .storage area, involved the 
ignition of ammonium nitrate, a 
compound usable in fertilisers 
and explosives. 


U.N. has cash for only a month 


UNITED NATIONS (R)- — The 
United Nations, owed more than 
52 billion in unpaid does and 
feeing its worst financial crisis. 
Las only enough cash to last’ 
about a month, Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has told 
members. 

In letters to government heads 
or foreign minister, he said; “I 
should emphasise that the unpre- 
cedented demands on the United 
Nations, the shortfall in contribu- 
tions from so many member 
states and the total depletion of 
the organisation's financial re- 
serves render the present situa- 
tion the most critical it has ever 
faced.” 

Unless substantial payments 
were received within the next 


month, it wqpld “not be passible 
to finance n£w undertakings and 
even existing operations will be in 
jeopardy,” he warned. 

Dr. Ghali said the U.N.’s cash 
on band amounted to $380 mil- 
lion while monthly expenses 
totalled $310 million. 

He said the 184 U.N. members 
between them owed $848 million 




in regular budget dues and 
another $1,193 billion for 


peacekeeping operations, which 
have increased vastly in recent 
years. 

According to the latest avail- 
able figures, as of July 15 the 
United States was foe biggest 
debtor, owing about $836 million 
— more than $517 mil lion to- 
wards the regular budget for 1993 


and previous years, and over $318 
mflbcH) for peacekeeping.. 

Next came Russia, owing near- 
$509 million ($91 million and 
18 million respectively), fol- 
lowed by Japan, which had folly 
paid its regular dues but stOl 
owed about $99 million for 
peacekeeping. . 

Germany’s regular dues were 
also fully paid up but it owed $78 
million for peacekeeping. 


The secretary-general’s letter 
went to foe beads of state or 
government of foe 15 members of 
foe Security Council — the body 
responsible for peacekeeping — 
and to foe foreign ministers of 
approximately 150 other states 
that are in arrears. 


Pretoria gets tough; ANC gets critical 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
South Africa’s white minority 
government was set to get tough 
on township violence Friday after 
President F.W. De Klerk and 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela dis- 
agreed about how to end the 
fighting. 

Sources on both rides denied 
newspaper reports that the two 
had “dashed” during their four- 
bom meeting Thursday in Pre- 
toria, but conceded there had 
been “no meeting of minds”, 
despite an agreement for both 
sides to tour the flashpoints 
together within the next few days. 

A government source said the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) bad stressed foe need for 
consultation between the security 
forces and the black communities 
they are supposed to serve. 


But Mr. De Klerk had coun- 
tered that the government had for 
months been in talks with leaders 
from various sections of foe com- 
munity, and that the time for 
talking was over, foe source said. 

“Tough decisions sometimes 
have to be made, and the time 
had probably already passed for 
those decisions.” 

Tanks and armoured vehicles 
equipped with heavy calibre 
machine guns are awaiting de- 
ployment in the East Rand 
townships east of here, where 162 
people have been killed in foe 
past week. 

Hie government had opted to 
use its prerogative to govern, 
and bad accepted the ANCs right 
to criticise foe way Mr. De Klerk 
and Law and Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel, who is in charge of foe 


joint security operation, used that 
prerogative,: the source added. 

ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus 
launched au attack Friday when 
told that Portuguese-speaking 
veterans, probably members of 
foe now defunct 32 Battalion, had 
been deployed in the East Rand 
townships of Katlehong and 
Tokoza. 


Meanwhile, gunmen massacred 
five black passengers and wound- 
ed nine more, two of them 
seriously, in a random attack on a 
Johannesburg-bound commuter 
tram Friday, police said. 

The gang raced through the 
train and ordered women to tie 
down before opening fire on the 
men in the carriages, a witness on 
foe train told foe south African 
news agency (SAPA). 


Leaders gather for Belgian king’s funeral 


BRUSSELS (R) — Monarchs, 
presidents and dignitaries from 
across foe world will gather in 
Brussels amid tight security 
Saturday to attend foe funeral of 
King Baadouin, the fifth king of 
the Belgians. 

The Belgian royal family, led 
by the king’s widow Queen 
Fabiola. is expected to walk be- 
hind the coffin as it is conveyed 
on a gun carriage from the Brus- 
sels Royal Palace, where the king 
is lying in state, to the 13th 
century Saint Michel Cathedral. 

More than 100,000 people have 
already filed past the king's open 
coffin to pay their last respects. 
Tens of thousands more packed 
the sqnare in front of foe Brussels 
Royal Palace waiting their turn 
Friday. 

A security clampdown is ex- 
pected as Britain’s Queen Eli- 
zabeth, Japan’s Emperor Altihi- 
to, French President Francois 
Mitterrand and U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali, join 
Queen Fabiola in saying a final 


farewell to her husband in foe 
same church -where they were 
married in December I960 
Queen Elizabeth and Emperor 
Akihito have taken the unusual 
step of attending the funeral per- 
sonally because they were dose 
friends of the king, who died 
suddenly last weekend aged 62. 


The king was loved by his 
people for his humble nature and 
his ability to talk to them on an 
equal footing, free of the pomp 
that normally surrounds royality. 

Abroad, he was respected for 
his strong principles and 42-year 
rtign —foe longest in Europe at 
the time of his death. 

King Baodouin’s brother. 
Prince Albert of Liege, will suc- 
ceeds to the throne and will be 
sworn in Monday in front of the 
combined houses of parliament. 

A 21-gun salute will sound out 
over the city as King Baudouin’s 
body m taken from foe palace. 
An escort of 144 lancers will 
accompany the cortege and the 


iyaw> will be flanked on both 
sides by up to 5,000 members of 
the armed forces. 

Brussels security forces will de- 
ploy some 1,000 gendarmes and 
350 police to patrol the streets 
and guard ViPs. The State Secur- 
ity Service will also guard the 
dignitaries. 

Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man win cause particular prob- 
lems for the security forces As 
foe funeral takes place on’ the 
Jewish sabbath he is expected to 
walk to the cathedral. 

The Bruss els authorities have 
been working ■ overtime to pre- 
pare the capital, with armies of 
street sweepers and cleaners 
tidying foe roads and sprucing up 
the royal park. 6 v 

w °rk has also been done on 
the cathedral ■ which is in the 
midfoe of a major renovation 
After foe funeral service foe ’ 
tang will be buried in the crypt at 
foe Royal Palace of Laeken, re- 
garded as foe family home, on the 
outskirts of foe dty. 


Charges filed 

against allefl©d 
‘madam to the stars 


LOS ANGELES (R) — £ 

woman who authorities havering 
bed Hollywood's “madam to the 
wascharged with runnmga 

high-priced call girl traf- 

Belting in cocaine. Heidi Fleiss, 
27, whose client Ust has been 
rumoured to include cetebnties 
and studio executives, could be 
sentenced to up to 11 !-**■ 
prison if convicted. Ms. Hess 
arrested on June 5 m an 
undercover operation in which a 
detective posed as a businessman 
seeking to provide women for his 
Japanese clients. She was later 
released on S100.000 bail. She 
was charged Thursday with five 
felony counts of pandering by 
procuring for prostitution ana 
one count of sale or transporta- 
tion of cocaine, the district attor- 
ney’s office said. Arrmgnment 
was set for next Monday. The 
allegation is that there were a lot 
of Hollywood figures involved m 
this,” a district attorney’s spokes- 
man said. He declined to give 
names or provide details of the 
case. 


Clinton may have 
half-sister— paper 


PHOENIX, Arizona (R) — Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton, who already 
has a California man who says 
he’s a half-brother, may also have 
a half-sister living in A- izona, a 
Phoenix newspaper i spotted 
Thursday. A 52-year-old Tuscon 
woman’s ' birth certificate lists 
William Jefferson Blythe of Sher- 
man, Texas as her fatfr-i, the 
same name as Mr. Clinton’s 
father, the Arizona Republic re- 
ported. Sharon Pettijohn was 
born with the last name Blythe in 
Kansas, Missouri on May 11, 
1941, five years before Mr. din- 
ton's mother married his father, a 
travelling salesman who died only 
weeks before Mr. Qinton was 
born. White House spokesman 
Dee Dee Myers Thursday de- 
clined comment on the report. 


Soprano Montserrat 
Caballe hospitalised 
with heart trouble 


BARCELONA (AP) — Opera 
star Montserrat Caballe, whose 


versatile soprano inaugurated the 


1992 summer Olympics, was hos- 
pitalised with what appeared to 
be minor heart problems and was 


expected to be released in two to 
five days. Caballe, 60, was in the 
coronary unit at the Coradian 
Clinic for “slight heart insuffi- 
ciencies,” Dr. Jordi Trias De Bes 
said. He told reporters she would 
remain in intensive care for 24 
hours. He said she was totally 
conscious and described her as 
“content, relaxed and in good 
spirits.” Dr. Trias De Bes gave 
no specifics about the nature of 
Caballe’s heart problems but said 
.he thought they were minor, 
which would allow her to quickly 
resume her performing schedule. 


U.S. introduces 
law on TV violence 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Bills 
designed to rein in violent televi- 
sion programming were intro- 
duced in the House and Senate. 
The House measure, requiring 
that sets be equipped with a 
computer chip to block out cer- 
tain shows, was immediately 
assailed by CBS. That bill was 
introduced with bipartisan sup- 
port. The Senate bill would re- 
quire the government to regulate 
w*® ranch as it does indecen- 
cy. “This is foe beginning of 
government regulation of prog- 
ramme content, and no matter 
how well intended, is contrary to 
the principles of a free society. 
Therefore, CBS win oppose the 
... bill as presently drafted,” foe 
network said in a statement on 
foe house legislation. CBS had no 

U P m ^ at ?. C0,nment on the Sen- 
atc tnli.which would require the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission to develop standards for 
vrotent programming and desie- 
£°“ re * toe'day « which 
JhSU!? ^broadcast, to protect 
children from exposure. 


Jurassic Park is 
Britain’s highest 
grossing film 


LONDON (R) _ Steven Spiel- 
bergs dinosaur blockbuster 
has Bri- 

ttae KSiS 0 ®”® fUm of 311 

ume, its distributors said Thors- 

of 

cmem.as across foe country ” TiTp 
m a statement. The 
winch stars British actorSrS 

be dLXg Tta 

SsJ&sasssS 
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BOSTON (R) — Hie cardiologic 
who gave Boston Celtics captain 
Lewis a conditional go- 
ahead to resume his profession;-' 
basketball career said Thursday 
that Lewis died one day befer. 
heart monitoring effort* weir tr. 
begin. 

Doctor Gilbert Mudge. the 
director of clinical cardiology x: 
Boston's Brigham and Women's 
Hospital who made the C£2H- 
troversial diognosis. spoke c-; 
for the first time since Lewis died 
last week. 

"My opinion regarding the po .• 
sibility of Reggie's return to pro- 
fessional basketball was aJv.ajr. 
conditional and depcndenr o*: 
further testing, careful monitor- 
ing. and the progress of ;«. ouiuntd 
exercise programme," '.‘-.iudL.- 
said in a statement. 

Mudge said he was "deeply 
saddened” by Lewis’ death ai.L 
said he had refrained from com- 
menting on the case until 
received permission Lev.: a' 

widow, Donna. 

Aurioi !eac ; : 

ROTORUA. New Zcniarii 
(AFP) — Frenchman Didicr Au- 
rioi snatched the lead as the P./.;- 
of New Zealand threatened t" 
turn into a three -horse race Fri- 
day. 

Aurioi, compatriot Franco: , 
Delecour and the young Sccl- 
man Colin McRae scrambled : • 
the top after 10 special stages i:r. 
the second day of the event. 

Aurioi, in a Toyota Ceiica. 
finished the 19th stage as over. '.I 
leader in 4hrs 23 mins after si.-.n- 
ing fourth. 

McRae, in his Subaru Legacy 
was two seconds behind ni:.» 
while Delecour, v.ho incur* a J _ 
deliberate 20 seconds penalty c 
the first leg, fought magnifieenr'y 
to lie just five seconds eff i'. * 
pace at the half* way ir . 
rally. 

Delecour, who too!; a iH-b-jr- 
ate 20 seconds penalty on the fit r. 
day in order to follow h:s r.vyV 
tracks, was 28 seconds r-vf 
lead after the 14th stage. 

He fought back into contention 
on the way home, picking up a 1/ 
seconds on Aurioi on the sharp 
20.95 kilometre 19th stage after 
being 18 seconds down at the 
start of it. 

“The penalty decision yester : 
day was made by the ford' team., 
and that’s the 'wav we chose it,”. 
Delecour said Friday night. 

"It was very pleasing on the 
run home to finish the way be 

Mazda Classic 


' At (he rime of his death, 
arrangements were bei*:g made 
for monitoring in accordance with 
nv rcrctnaicRdaficns ai.-d those 
our cotiittlrinp phy,!.*.: ns,” 
'■'udge said. ‘Me died !]•.-.» >by 
wsfor'e t*it« plans were fina!- 

Lewis, the Celtics’ leading 
scorer the past two seasons. was 
pronounced dead at a hospital 
wo hours after he coii^pNeU 
•.vltile shouting baskets v:th 
friends on July 27. 

A preliminary reporr ni an 
••. 1 ‘tupsy relea-.d on Wcdwrsday 
indicated that Lewi-i died c- ait 
..bnorma]. enlarged ;;-rd evten- 
vvely scarred Lent. 

Mudge had ih.: Rioted the 
.•use n\ Cedis' collcp^e durif.-s» a 
Crr'tifi piayc-i gams la;/. 29 




tainting was caused by u danger- 
ous irregular heartbeat and 
advised the Celtics capUtiu to 
retire. 

Mudge had been viUifled by 
Celtics fans after Lewis' death for 
giving him thr green light to 
resume playing. But the players’ 
wife said that Lewis had sought 

additional consultations from 
team of California heart special- 
ists and he was not planning io 
resume his career based on 
Mudge’s diognosis without furth- 
er testing and monitoring of his 
condition. 

Lewis was complying with a 
regimen that Mudge had recom- 
mended, including an exercise 
programme, the doctor said. He 
added that the Celtics captain was 
apprised of all medical details 
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•iid. K-rd lr:vr Ief\ it to n:-; 

• ’-zr*? to r..-v >. . 
.Of.CiTC. v ::: an it:;p^rta:.: !^r.. : 
must tn- re be first at the rlnMi.” 
Aurioi significantly 
ground by vanning stages !? nr.d 

14 and .\-cMae won stages 12 ur.2 

15 while Juha Kankkunen v.-cr. 
the penultimate stage. 

The new. combined 
44.80km 12th stage took :tc toil, 
or. 19S1 world champion Ari 
V^rien. who had set r. new 
nic.-'rd by eight seconds on i T ..vjc 
!0 v.iti-. a time of 17:05. 


. ..-7. />. v •> * : bis oyuL-. Cciic:; 

7j:! I y (AFT pL-.:o) 


■'iVe : *it something on liie 
I don't know what,” 
-;:kmcn said. "I think it must 
i.;;ve been a boulder or something 
bjl i; broke the front suspentirm. 

C,irlos Sainz. who started the 
day in second place, began having 
'.rubles on stage 12. By the end 
of stage 13, just outside Gis- 
borne, his car was misfiring. 
JSuinz finished the day 2:01 off 
the lead’and will need the others 
io suffer revere mishaps Saturday 
no:’, on the shorter fourth lug 
Sundry to win. 


Graf advances, Capd&ui pulls out 


MON.'. CO >!>} -• Car! 

Iwalen in r <ch of !i»s 1* . 
metres rsvjir. thi: year, stey- . 
distant:.* at die U'eii'.'t’j Greu. 
Pric »f S.:u’.itl.-y in his tui. • 
petifive outing before ne.’:: v ee!:':- 
World Athletics Champion- hir:. 

1'he :*!-yc.*r-old ;.fjierie’a- 
T/orld champion and reeoid hol- 
der failed to place in Wed' 
day’s Zurich Grand Fri*: a. id • 
vtuiy re:4 oliirp^e 'I - the -vi L-.- . 
this season ^uue in It . n;n-i j. . 
Lausanne On -::C Prr. v !•’?• r ' y.‘ 
a year’s !>;■;: in the ?... '. 

Even the America'! 
longer tc^.od s?i-_- elitfi,-'- 1 !.-; 
Olympic -.hanipion as the 
favourite U win a fourth 
Jhl) title. 

Jon Drummond, who finished 
third to Leroy Burrell and Lin- 
ford Christie hi Zurich, believes 
Olympic chantpiou Christie v. ill 
win in Stuttgart. 

“Linford ft- running righr this, 
year,” Drummond said. “He is 
hungry. ! don’t thin!: Carl has 
that desite.” 

Drummond failed to make the 
U.S. 100 team for Stuttgart 
although ho is in five relay squad 
and could yet run in the indi- 
vidual event if Olympic bror?e 
medallist Dennis Mitchell falls to 


CARLSBAD, California (Agen- 
cies) — Steffi Graf let a three - 
game lead slip away in the first set 
Thursday, but then went on to 
rout Sandrine Teslud 7-5, 6-1 and 
advance to the quarterfinals of 
the $375,000 Mazda Classic. 

The top-ranked German said 
she had no recurrence of the 
dizziness and sore jaw that caused 
her to withdraw from doubles 
play Tuesday night after a sing. 1 ?* 
victory. 

Instead, she blamed a lack of 
concentration for allowing Tes- 
tud, a Frenchwoman ranked 95th 
in the world, to come back in the 
first set. 


In the featured night match. 
No. 3 Conchita Martinez was ;o 
face No. 16 Ros Fairb. a_- 
Nideffer. 

Graf will play No. 7 seed Mary 
Pierce in the quarterfinals. Pierce 
advanced by beating No. 9 Ncpl.o 
Sawamatsu 6-1, 6-4 in the third 
round. 

In upsets involving seeds, Ac. 
11 Ann Grossman pulled av/ay 
fronr No. 6 Helena Suhova 5-7. 
7-5, 6-0, and qualifi-j." 
Likhovtseva downed . *o. 15 
Natalia Medvedeva 5-7, 6-3, 6-0. 

140. 2 Arantxa Sanchez Vi carlo 
routed Petra Ritter 6-2, 6-1 and 


No. 5 Mugdelena Malceva drop- 
uvd Jennifer Sa.itrock 6-3. 6-1. 

Jennifer Capriati, the two-time 
defending tourney champion, had 
her pulled back muscle examined 
Thursday. The injury caused her 
to withdraw before her first sing- 
le.; mutch Wednesday night. 

She also withdrew from dou- 
bles Thursday but said she ex- 
pects to play in a Toronto that 
bajn? Aug. 16. She was advised 
to t:i?A file injury with rest and 




Arse’jaJ, li 

meet m CS 


LONDON (R) — Charity looks 
being the last thing on anyone’- 
mind when Arsenal and Man- 
chester United meet in the Char- 
ity Shield, the traditional curtain- 
raiser to the Engiisli soccer 
son, at Wembley Siauh.*i:i Satur- 
day. 

r rhc English Football Asser- 
tion (F./^.J certainly sir.?'. 
Arsenal : - .tri!:er lari Wright •;? 


. -v.L-r fro’ti a leg strain. 

..ike hell withdrew from the 
: --.vi'-ii i meeting and will not run 
; but his manager Tony 

u.'ikf-l optimistic that he 
. .Mid be fit for Stuttgart 
Campbell ?aid Mitchell would 
"> i? Europe Sunday to start his 
I preparations. 

Lewi', has gh.en up the long 
i.": p t! i;; year tc concentrate on 
: &;•■*.■:: lug and has also said he 
\. t.'C-’ part in the relay, 

frees a place for world 
i..edr!!ist Burrell, who 
Vrt-.-j filih in the U.S. Cham- 
. iziii .i”: after suffering a ham- 
stiiug strain, but some Americans 
r eel Lewis may well change his 
’nir.il. 

Barring accidents, the U.S. 
team are'certain to win the 4x100 
relay in Stuttgart and their world 
record of 37.40 seconds set at last 
year's Barcelona Olympic looks 
iikely to, tumble.^ _ . ; - « . 

In" c-thef events on Saturday, 
v/orld champion and record hol- 
dei iJuureddinc Morceli of 
Algeria runs over 1,500 metres 
after hinting this week that he 
:nig|tt not take part in Stungart. 

ivioicuH said he was unhappy 
tliar tiicrs was no prize money on 
offer. 
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! I 1 1 ~ \/rvX vacuum cleaner (washes 
I \ carpets & upholstery), 
i l 2- PHILIPS 20-inch colour TV', modal 
I $ Trendset. 

1 k 3- Computer, fullv compatible with <B iv». 
j i; PC - XT, 640 KB RAM, 20 MB HD, 

! colour monitor, with table &. chair. 

\l 

i ■ Please contact tel. 621 434 - Amman. 


PUBSJ® K0TJKS 

For Hie identification of new projects in Uie horticultural 
sector, Jordanian companies, cons’.iitants and other 
institutions or experts with sound e:;r.: , ii'E»v.'.? recording 
management of exports or specific nicsiaeoment aso-ects 
of horticultural products to Europe are kindly irwiied ic 
submit their company profiles (1-2 pages) to: 

German Agency for Tc-cSinfeoU Ocoar.iviflcss -• 37 T. 
Attn. Dr. H. Wolf 
P.O. 926238 
,[-::^n-Jordan 


charily Thursday when they fined 
him 5,000 pounds sterling 
•TT.-r 0 ?'. for making an obscene 
'texture :».t a linesman during 
Arsenal's F.A. Cup final replay 
ic-or> e ver Sheffield Wednesday 
in May. 

And the two teams are ex- 
ve-.-ted to be less than charitable 
io each other in the match itself, 
having played an acrimonious 
friendly in South Africa two 
weeks ago which Arsenal won 
MV Both Arsenal goals were 
scored by Wright from controver- 
sial penalties and the Manchester 
United captain Bryan Robson 
.■.as sent off. 


World Cup qualifiers 

Brazil’s troubles multiply 


Lewis steps . p a distance 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazil coach Carlos 
Alberto Parrei ra might have thought his problems 
were over when his team thrashed Venezuela 5-1 
on Sunday in a World Cup qualifier. 

In fact, they were only just beginning. 

Within 24 hours, FIFA announced that reserve 
goalkeeper Zetti was suspended after traces of 
cocaine were found in dope tests taken following 
Brazil's humiliating 2-0 defeat in Bolivia July 25. 

Another 24 hours and veteran striker Careca, in 
whom Parreira had kept faith despite massive 
criticism, wrote a tetter to the Bizilian Football 
Confederation saying he was dropping out of the 
squad for personal reasons. 

On Wednesday, FIFA ordered full back Jor- 
ginho to be released to play for his Bayern Munich 
m a Bundesliga match Saturday. 

On the same day, striker Bebeto suffered a knee 
injury during a training session and was ruled out 
of Sunday’s home friendly against Mexico in 
Maceio. 

Parreira 's misery was complete Thursday when 
Evair, Careca 's possible replacement, injured Ms 
foot in training, making him doubtful for the game. 

Brazil's boss had already lost defenders Ricardo 
Gomes and Valber through injury, while Ricardo 
Rocha, still suffering the effects of an ankle 
problem, may have to be spared against Mexico. 

Zetti claimed his innocence and blamed the test 
results on a cup of Bolivian tea he drank made 
from coca leaves, the raw material for cocaine. 

The tea is widely and legally available in Bolivia 
but that simply added to the criticism which has 
been heaped on Parreira and his staff. Why didn't 
they realise the possible effects of the tea, the 
detractors asked. 

Parreira was not long ago considered the saviour 
of Brazilian football after wins last year against 
France and Germany. 

But he soon became the villain after a 0-0 World 
Cup draw with Ecuador followed by the defeat 
against Bolivia. 

“Today, it has become fashionable to complain 
about the national team,” said Parreira. 

Argentina's unbeaten run in danger 

In Asuncion, Paraguay are confident they will 
end Argentina’s 30-match unbeaten run Sunday. 

Argentina have not lost under coach Alfio 
Basile, but the World Cup qualifier takes them to 
Paraguay’s Defensores Del Qiaco Stadium, one of 
South America's most difficult venues for away 
teams. 

The ground is small and claustrophobic and the 
Asuncion crowd intimidating. 

“We are going to knock over unbeaten Argenti- 
na,” predicted Paraguay striker Gabriel Gonzalez. 

“We know that Argentina are famous but we 
have guts and determination in abundance,” added 
defender Celso Ayala. 

Veteran striker Roberto Cabanas, who played in 
19S6 when Paraguay last readied the World Cup 
finals, added: “They are rivals we respect greatly 


but we are not at all afraid of them.” 

Paraguay’s Brazilian coach Valdier Espinosa 
said Ms main worry was Argentina striker Gabriel 
Batistuta. “We will look after Batistuta well, we 
will give him special marking,” be said. 

Argentina won their opening South American 
Group A game 1-0 in Peni, when they were once 
again heavily indebted to goalkeeper Sergio 
Goycochea who made several fine saves. Batistuta 
scored. 

Jose Basualdo is expected to step in for sus- 
pended midfielder Gustavo Zapata, sent off 
against Peru, while striker Alberto Acosta has a 
cold. Claudio Garcia is his likely replacement. 

In Sunday’s other Group A match, Peru take on 
Colombia in Lima with key defenders Juan Reyno- 
so, the team captain, and Jorge Soto both sus- 
pended after being sent off against Argentina. 

Colombia coach Francisco Maturana said be 
intended to field the same team which drew 0-0 at 
home to Paraguay. 

Uruguay face Bolivia and altitude 

In La Paz, crisis-hit Uruguay face the dreaded 
trip to La Paz, to play Bolivia at an altitude of ■ 
3,700 metres in a World Cup qualifier Sunday. 

Like his Brazilian counterpart Parreira, Uru- 
guay coach Luis Cubilla has found himself under 
fire after two poor results in South American Zone - 
Group B. 

Unlike Parreira, who has somehow kept .Ms 
good humor, Cubilla is refusing to talk to Ms 
country’s press in protest at the criticism, team 
news is being given by the president of the 
Uruguayan Soccer Federation, Hugo B&talla. 

Uruguayans were initially optimistic that the 
inclusion of top players Ruben Sosa, Daniel 
Fonseca and Enzo Francescoli, back in the nation- 
al team after ending a long-standing row with 
Cubilla, would give them the firepower they 
previously lacked. 

Instead, Uruguay struggled to beat Venezuela 
1-0 and were then held 0-0 at home by Ecuadorih- 
their first two qualifying games as their world class 
forwards struggled to develop an understanding 
with the rest of the team. 

La Paz, with its thin air, ts a venue hated by 
visiting teams and Uruguay lost there in the 1990 
Work! Cup qualifiers before finally qualifying' 
ahead of Bolivia on goal difference. Uruguay were 
due to arrive on Friday, giving them just two days 
to adapt. 

Key defender Santiago Ostolaza is suspended, 
having received two yellow cards. 

Bolivia, who ended Brazil's proud unbeaten 
record in World Cup qualifying matches two weeks 
ago, are out to show that they do not just depend 
on altitude to win games. 

They will be without defender Miguel Rimba, 
suspended by FIFA after dope tests following the 
Brazil game found traces of cocaine. Rimba Ins 
said he did nothing more than drink some Bolivian 
tea, made from coca leaves, before the match. - 


Zambia rise from ashes 


LUSAKA (AFP) — It has to be 
one of soccer’s most amazing 
come-backs. Since Zambia lost 
almost the entire national team in 
a plane crash off the coast of 
Gabon April 28, the new side is 
poised to take Zambia to the 
World Cup for the first time. 

They have already qualified for 
the African Cup finals and victory 
over Senegal in the Ivory Coast 
Saturday would put them one 
step nearer the United States. 

They beat Morocco 2-1 in 
Lusaka last month. Victory over 
Senegal in a match being played 
in the Ivory Coast would bring 
them level on points with Moroc- 
co, who have beaten the West 
Africans home and away. 

However, much as everyone 
insists on calling the present 
Zambian national team “new” 
there is actually very little about 
it that is new. 

Most of the team had already 
played international football. 

Eight players from Nkana and 


Power Dynamos have had plenty 
of experience at club levd. 

Nkana have represented Zam- 
bia in the continental chib cham- 
pions cup eight times in the last 
11 years and have reached the 
semi-finals four times and were 
losing finalists in 1990. 

Power Dynamos have seven 
years of continental campaigns 
behind them since 1984 and won 
the Cup Winners Cup in 1991 
under thetutelage of the present 
national team manager F redie 
Mwila. 

The rest of the team is com- 
posed of players who have 
already had a stint or two with the 
national team around a 
framework of Euporean-based 
professionals. 

Kalusfaa Bwalya of Dutch 
giants PSV Eindhoven has 
proved an inspiring ^skipper, 
Johnson Bwalya of Swiss side FC 
Bulle and Gibby Nbasela of Ger- 
man second division club CFC 
Union are other players who mis- 
sed that ill-fated flight because 


they were flying from Europe.-'. 

Warm-up games in Denmark* 
not only raised their standard of 
play but exposed die players to 
international scrutiny. 

Douglas Mwamba, a 19-year- 
old minger, has already been: 
signed up by Danish champions 
Brondby and four others have- 
secured professional contracts', 
with first division teams in South 
Africa. 

Zimbabwe’s German coach. 
Reinhard Fabisch put Ms finpjer 
on the explanation for Zambia’s 
astonishing revival when he said 
they were playing for their dead 
friends. 

As if to confirm his words the 
team made Lusaka’s Independ- 
ence Stadium, the burial site for . 
their departed mates, their first 
stop from a bruising draw .with 
Zimbabwe. Some prayed, others 
wept. 

“We have honoured one 
pledge, now we turn our atten- 
tion to the other — Qualifying for 
the World Cup,” said Mwila after 
laying a wreath at the memorial. 
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^mihman-Madhi Building — King Faisal 
Street — Tel. 628274 


» Eurnished ttpt. For Rent ■— 

AL- Gardens st. Near AL- Youbeei 
Square, 200 Sq-m , 3 Bedrooms One 
Master , Garage and Garden . 

Tel : 610409 Morning and 691884 Afternoon 

FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Modem three bedrooms, kitchen, dining room, living room, two 
balconies, two bathrooms, storage space, separate heating 
system and a telephone. Also, wall-to-wall carpet plus full 
utilities. Apt. located on first floor over basement apt. overlooking. 
Abdoun Valley within a walking distance to Jordan Supermarket, 
and shopping area. 

Call 604922 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment for rent in Sweifieh: 3 
bedrooms, telephone, central heating. 

For further information please call 690428 


Cinema 


Tel.: 6774201 j Cinema 
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Sliovre: i2;3Q, 3:30. 6:15, o:30, 10:30 p.m. 


PLAZft 

Adel Imam 
in 


Tel.: 6W2JHS (Cir.orr 


Tel.: 6341441 


Spewed A3 iwtiGrfcrC 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 


'■rTEJS r 


2 j 15. y p m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Mabtl Al MasMnl Thiitn 

"For tne first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip ■— in a play entitled: 

The Assassination of Haitthah^ 

by artist Saaad BKar 

Shows mfMuj mi Udqi, Jttt 4 and 5 at Ul pjk 

Please book Mats la advaact 


NabU & Hisham's 625155 

ahlan theatre 


THE THEATRE IS CLOSED 

because the "Welcome Arab Summit" play is 
being presented at the Palace of Culture at 
8:30 p.m.. Monday and Tuesday. Aug. 2 & 3. 
Tickets available at the Palace of Culture. 


J 
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Japanese political crisis 
ends; Hosokawa elected PM 


Combined agency dispatches' 


TOKYO — Morihiro Hosokawa, 
the descendant of a feudal war- 
. lord, was elected Japan's new 
'prime minister Friday, bringing 
to power a coalition government 
that has vowed to dean up ram- 
; pant political corruption. 

The vote followed a day of 
delays and squabbling between 
the coalition that backs Mr. 
Hosokawa and the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), top- 
pled from power after nearly four 
decades. 

Of the 503 votes cast in the 
511-seat chamber, 262 were for 
Mr. Hosokawa and 224 for Yofaei 
Kono, bead of the LDP. The 
remaining 17 went to other candi- 
dates. 

When the tally was announced, 
the chamber burst into applause. 
Mr. Hosokawa, smiling slightly, 
‘ stood and bowed. 

Mr. Hosokawa’s formal selec- 
tion as prime minister caps a 
stunning 15-month rise to head of 
government from virtual obscur- 


In the end, the coalition's 
choice, Takako Doi, was 
approved. Hie former Socialist 
chairwoman becomes the first 
woman to preside over a 
Japanese boose of parliament 
The post is mainly honorary but 


after some deputies failed to cast 
a ballot. 

Hie lower-house vote came 
almost five boms after parliament 
resumed sitting and followed a 
rare 


highly visible. 


per 


: pre-eanptive vote by the up- 
house, which had no rele- 


ity as founder of a small 
: Japan N 

The 55-year-old aristocrat re- 


don group, the Japan New 


opposi- 
te Party. 


places Kiichi Miyazawa, who lost 
a vote of no-confidence in June 
and was forced to call the July 18 
election that deprived his party of 
a majority m the lower house. 
Mr. Miyazawa’s cabinet resigned 
Thursday to make way for the 
new government. 

Mr. Hosokawa and his coali- 
tion have promised to revamp the 
electoral system and enact stricter 
political funding laws to discour- 
age corruption. They have said 
they will continue the old govern- 
ment's basic foreign and econo- 
mic policies, although they favour 
deregoaltion and a transfer of 
powers to local regions. 

But Mr. Hosokawa quickly dis- 
covered the difficulties of leading 
a multiparty coalition that con- 
trols only a slim majority and 
faces a strong LDP opposition. 

- The Liberal Democrats, who 
remain the largest single party, 
had delayed the vote on prime 
minister to haggle over who 
would take the largely ceremonial 
post of speaker of the lower 
house. 


>e squabbles disappointed 
many Japanese hoping for an 
improvement over the parliamen- 
tary inaction of recent years, 
when lawmakers seemed to spend 
more time bickering over corrup- 
tion scandals than debating leg- 
islation. 

“This is just like a fistfight 
among kids, it’s pathetic,*' said 
political commentator Kenzo 
Udrida. “Now that we’ve got a 
new parliament, this is a great 
chance for change that shouldn’t 
be wasted.” 

Many commentators faulted 
the Liberal Democrats, saying 
they had put “face” ahead of the 
nation’s political welfare. But the 
crisis also shook confidence in the 
coalition — a broad alKawce of 
parties ranging from left to right 
on the political spectrum. 

“Hosokawa has to manage a 
glass menagerie, which even a 
small jolt could smash,” said the 
national newspaper Maimchi. 

Like many other coalition law- 
makers, Mr. Hosokawa is a for- 
mer LDP member. He served 12 
years in the less powerful upper 
house of 'parliament and as gov- 
ernor of Kumamoto prefecture 
from 1983 to 1991. 

The LDP has 228 seats. The 
biggest party in the seven-party 
coalition, the Socialists, has 77 
seats. The LDP lost its majority 
in the July 18 election. 

The new prime minister was 
expected to meet over the 
weekend with other leaders to the 
seven-party coalition to discuss a 
new cabinet, which may be 
announced Monday. 

But Mr. Hosokawa was ex- 
pected to appoint Masayoshi 
Takemura, leader or tire small 
Pioneer Party, as chief cabinet 
secretary late Friday. 

Ms. Doi, a former chairman of 
the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), ordered a second vote to 
choose the prime minister after 
the first vote was declared invalid 


vance on the final outcome but 
also resulted in a majority for Mr. 
Hosokawa. 


In the crucial lower-house 
vote, Mr, Kono received 224 
votes while Japan Communist 
Party leader Tetsuzo Fuwa re- 
ceived 15. SDP chairman Sadao 
Yamahana, expected to take up a 
ministerial post in the new 
cabinet, received two votes even 
though he was not an official 
candidate. 


Sotfi houses of parliament were 
being convened Friday for the 
first time since Mr. Miyazawa 
dissolved the lower bouse in 
June. 

The coalition decided last week 
to nominate Mr. Hosokawa. His 
failure to be elected Thursday 
night as expected marked the first 
line -that Japan went to bed with- 
out a new prime minister since 
1979 when turmoil in the LDP 
forced a 10-day delay in choosing 
a successor to Masayoshi Ohira. 


The lower house resumed sit- 
ting after an agreement between 
the LDP and the coalition to 
resolve differences over the selec- 
tion of the new lower house 
speaker and various procedural 
matters. 

The LDP had earlier rejected 
the choice of Ms. Doi, arguing 
that the post traditionally goes to 
the party with the most seats in 
the lower house which is still the 
LDP despite the loss of its major- 
ity. 


Following the compromise, 
Ms. Doi was elected by 264 votes 
to 222, defeating LDP candidate 
Seisuke Okuno. The lower house 
then voted to extend the current 
session of parliament for 10 days, 
instead of 30 demanded by the 
LDP. 

Mr. Hosokawa and the new 
cabinet are likely to be sworn in 
after Emperor Akihito’s return 
Monday from the funeral of Bel- 
gium’s King Baudouin. 


New York prosecutor says 
‘plot’ included kidnappings 


NEW YORK ( AP) — A prosecu- 
tor says the suspects in an alleged 
plot to blow up New York City 
landmarks also talked of killing, 
kidnapping and hostage taking, 
indicating the plot might have 
been part of a larger conspiracy. 

In a letter Thursday, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Andrew C. 
McCarthy also sought to assure 
U.S. District Judge Michael B. 
Mukasey that prosecutors were 
behaving ethically. 

The judge, for bis part, has 
sought to suppress persistent 
leaks in the case, including that 
an informant, £mad Salem, 
taped his conversation with the 
government agents for whom he 
was working. 

At a hearing Thursday with all 
of die defendants present, Mr. 
Mukasey ordered the govern- 
ment to obtain affidavits from all 
law enforcement supervisors in 
the case detailing their contacts 
with the media. He also ordered 
the Justice Department and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) to find the leaks. 

Suggesting that defence 
lawyers were also behind some of 
the leaks, Mr. Mukasey ordered 
all parties not to disclose publicly 
any more evidence prior to the 
trial, which is still months away. 


Mr. McCarthy defended the 
ethics of prosecutors, noting that 
they had preserved Mr. Salem’s 
tap^, which they did not learn of 
until after the undercover inves- 
tigation was completed. 

But the leaks apparently con- 
tinued as New York Newsday 
newspaper, citing sources famil- 
iar with the transcripts, reported 
Friday that Mr. Salem suggested 
to the alleged ringleader of the 
plot that they wear yarmulkes so 
that Jews would be blamed for 
the attacks. 

The existence of the tapes were 
first reported this week by News- 
day newspaper. The disclosure 
caused a sensation among de- 
fence attorneys, who said the 
tapes would prove that their 
clients were entrapped by Mr. 
Salem. 

In his letter to Mr. Mukasey, 
Mr. McCarthy provided the firet 
official acknowledgement of the. 


le said Mr. Salem would likely 
testify at the trial and that he 
expected the defendants to argue 


they “were really not otherwise 
disposed to plan bombings, mur- 


ders, kidnapping, hostage taking 
and the myriad other terrorist 
activities they spoke about in this 
case.” 


Re: An Arab Headdress; 
Richard Cohen; 27 July 1993 


Following is a letter to the editor of the Washington Post from His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. The letter was published 
Aug. 4 in response to an article by Richard Cohen. 


Dear Sir, 


IT WAS heartening to read Richard Cohen’s piece on stereotypes 
of Arabs and Muslims. However, the fact that it was unusually 
commendable is disturbing in itself. For his piece was nothing more 
than an appeal for one-fifth of the world’s population to be 
accorded basic respect, tolerance and understanding. 

Mr. Cohen has identified a simple yet distressing reality: While 
comparable stereotyping of other racial or religious groups is now 
unthinkable, images of Arab or Muslim terrorists, ofi sheikhs and 
religious fanatics (seemingly the only categories available) are 
propagated with impunity. The reality is that the Islamic and Arab 
woods are as diverse and heterogeneous as any other religion or 


race. 


- But there exists a skewed perception of Islam as a uniquely 

. This 


monolithic creed of violence, intolerance and oppression. 

perception, which ironically originated at the time of Crusaders , is 
nothing less than crass racism, and its ultimate effect may be to 
alienate the world's 1 billion Muslims. 

- - At a time when the global community is becoming increasingly 
interdependent, effective cultural communication, mutual toler- 
ance and understanding based on a sound grasp of traditions are of 
the utmost importance. Reductive stereotypes are insulting and 
ill-informed; in an ever-shrinking world, they are also dangerous. I 
am grateful to Mr. Cohen for bringing these issues to the attention 
of the American public and for exposing a number of the more 
offensive generalisations faced by Arabs and Muslims. 


AI Hassan Ben Talal 
Crown Prince of 

-> The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 


Tyson rape 
conviction 


upheld 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — For- 
mer heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion Mike Tyson’s effort to over- 
turn his rape conviction was re- 
jected Friday by a state appeals 
court. 

The Indiana court of appeals 
panel upheld the conviction in a 
2-1 decision that rejected several 
defence arguments. 

On a key issue, the judges 
ruled the trial court did not abuse 
its discretion in barring die testi- 
mony of three defence witnesses 
who would have contradicted De- 
siree Washington, the beauty 
contestant who brought the rape 
complaint against Mr. Tyson in 
1991. 

In the 72-page decision, the 
majority also ruled the court 
properly excluded evidence about 
Ms. Washington’s sexual past and 
evidence which the defence 
claimed would show Ms. Washington 
had a “powerful and secret mo- 
tive” to lie that she had been 
raped. 

The evidence, never disclosed, 
involved incidents between Ms. 
Washington and her parents, Mr. 
Tyson’s lawyers claimed. But the 
defence lawyers failed to question 
her parents on the issue and so 
waived the right to appeal it, the 
appeals court ruled. 

Greg Garrison, who led the 
prosecution, had no immediate 
comment and appeals attorney 
Alan Dershowitz was not im- 
mediately available. 

Mr. Tyson, now 27, was con- 
victed in February 1992 of attack- 
ing Ms. Washington the previous 
July in his hotel room. 

He was sentenced to six years 
in prison, followed by four year’s 
probation. Marion Supeior Court 
Judge Patricia J. Gifford ordered 
Mr. Tyson held during his appeal 
and he is serving fans sentence at 
the Indiana youth centre. 

Mr. Tyson must serve at least 
three years of his six-year term 
under an Indiana law that sub- 
tracts one day for each day of 
good behaviour. Prison officials 
say Mr. Tyson lost 30 days of 
credit for threatening a guard. 

Clarence Trigg, the superinten- 
dent at the prison, said Mr. Tyson 
found out about the decision ear- 
ly Friday in a telephone call from 
bis attorney. Mr. Tyson was back 
on the job as a dormitory mainte- 
nance worker, Mr. Trigg said, 
adding, “It’s a regular work day.” 
Mr. Tyson testified he had 
openly solicited sex with Ms. 
Washington, the Rhode Island 
contestant in the Miss Black 
America pageant, and other con- 
testants during rehearsals. He 
said he had made his intentions 
dear to the women and Ms. 
Washington, then is, had willing- 
ly engaged in sex. 
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BBs Majesty King Hussein and U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher address a press confer- 
ence Thursday (photo by Aynsfey Floyd) 

U.S. to look into Jordan’s complaints 

(Continued from page 1) he said. 


Mr. Christopher did not rule 
out confederation between Jor- 
dan and the West Bank as a 
long-term solution, but it was 
premature to discuss the issue at 
this point and the parties should 
concentrate on talks for the in- 
terim period. 

Jordan has repeatedly said that 
confederation with a Palestinian 
entity would not be possible be- 
fore tiie Palestinians exerdse 
their complete rights in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“The concept has been in the 
air for some time and it was 
raised with the Palestinians not in 
a definitive way,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

“But “for the time being, we 
should concentrate on trying to 
fold the best means for interim 
self-government authority, leav- 
longer-tenn solutions until 


mg 


the Palestinians and Israelis come 
to conclusions on interim steps,” 


King Hussein told reporters 
that Jordan continues to seek a 
just and durable Middle East 
peace that “will be accepted by 
future generations and will return 
to the Palestinians their legiti- 
mate rights on their land.” 

The King denied “reports” that 
Jordan was planning to cancel its 
1988 decision to sever legal and 

adminis trative ties with the West 
Bank as a preliminary step to- 
wards confederation with a 
Palestinian entity. 

Responding to a question on 
the law under which the par- 
liamentary elections will be held 
in November, the King said no 
final decision has been reached 
yet and that the opportunity was 
still there to continue debate on 
the issue. 

King Hussein Wednesday dis- 
solved the 11th Parliament and 
the government set Nov. 8 as the 
date for new elections. Uncer- 
tainty still engulfc the law under 
which the elections will be con- 


ducted and the Ministry of In- 
terior has reportedly presented 
the King with a draft legislation 
that could replace the current 
law. 

The King said the dissolution 
of parliament was prelude to 
holding the elections as it is not 
“possible to enter tills period 
without taking these measures." 

“The objective is to consoli- 
date the democratic process and 
respect (that) all Jordanians are 
equal in rights and responsibili- 
ties as stated by the constitution,” 
foe King said. 

“We protect the Constitution, 
and our National Charter is the 
way to achieve our objectives for 
a better fiiture,” he said. 

Mr. Christopher said be con- 
gratulates the King and Prime 
Minister Majali “on the steps that 
they are taking at the present 
time towards greater effective- 


ness of democracy in Jordan.” 
“I wish him well in the period 
between now and elections on 
Nov. 8,” he said. 


Christopher end trip on upbeat note 


Crown Prince 
stresses need 
to modernise 


judiciary 


(Continued from page 1) 

views on judicial issues with the 
aim of modernising and updating 
the judiciary to achieve its objec- 
tives represented in serving the 
society and the country. 

Prince Hassan and the judges 
also discussed issues related to 


activities and updating the role of 
inspection services. Several 
judges proposed setting upa judi- 


cial inspection committee 
creating a nucleus for judicial 
planning. 

They also discussed with the 
Crown Prince the need to prepare 

a new strategy for preparing and 
training judges, saying this 
strategy should account for the 
needs of the Jordanian society 
and its relations with other states. 

Also under discussion was the 
significance of beoefitting from 
judicial periodicals and publica- 
tions and exploiting other coun- 
tries’ experience in the judiciary 

aL. Wifrlilinktina 

lib- 


(Continued from page 1) 


think it’s a reflection of serious- 
ness of purpose of the Palesti- 
nians. Well be studying that. We 
told tiie Palestinian delegation 
today, headed by Faisal Husseini, 
that we would get back to them 
after we’ve had a chance to study 
their paper. literally we have not 
read it, and so we don't know 
whafs in it. That's all I have to 
say tonight.” 

Asked whether the talks with 
the Palestinians fail, he said: 

“No, they didn't fail at all. 
They did exactly what we hoped 
they would do, and that is to give 
us a line-by-line commentary or 
reformulation of the draft that 
we'd given them. I think that’s 
the opposite of failing. We’ve 
been hoping that on this trip we 
would get the reformulation, and 
it was given to us tonight. So, I 
have to say we’re pleased that 
they have been responsive in this 
way." 

On Thursday optimism rose as 
Mr. Rabin said Mr. Christopher 
had drought “certain good news” 
from his meeting in Syria and 


Lebanon the previous day. 

Israeli Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin also said on 
Thursday he believed the shuttle 
between Syria and Israel “almost 
guarantees” peace between the 
two countries. ' 

Mr. Christopher said Washing- 
ton wanted to play an active role 
in helping parties to the peace 
process make progress, spokes- 
man Kuxiyeh said. 

Mir. Assad again assured him of 
Syria’s “firm desire to cooperate 
in making the peace process suc- 
ceed,” the spokesman added. 

The spokesman said the talks 
covered efforts to “salvage the 
peace process from its impasse 
(and)... push it forward towards 
its goal of a just and comprehen- 
sive peace.” 

Mr. Christopher told reporters 
in Israel before heading for Syria 
that his mission had failed to 
achieve a breakthrough in the 
stalled peace talks, but he had 
managed to salvage the process. 

He said renewed violence in 
South Lebanon had not inter- 
fered with the talks in Damascus. 

“There was some progress and 


many difficulties,” Mr. Christ- 
opher added. He declined to dis- 
cuss any substantive issues in the 
peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa told the news con- 
ference?^ “They were good talks, 
frank and open. There are many 
questions involved because die 
Arab-IsracH conflict is a thorny 
issue.” 


Diplomats said Syria and Israel 
appeared to be formulating ideas 
on an Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 


Mr. Christopher appeared to 
be throwing his weight behind 


achieving some progress on that 
aspect of the negotiations. 

The presidential spokesman 
said Mr. Christopher said 
Washington also wanted to “play 
an active role helping parties to 
the peace process to move for- 
ward on ail trades.” 


Mr. Sharaa said Mr. Christ- 
opher’s two rounds of talks with 


Assad “covered the progress, 
if any, on all tracks because we 
are seeking a comprehensive set- 
tlement and that this should 
address all the tracks.” 


with the judges highhghtm 
need to develop the judi 
rary to serve the judicial develop- 
ment process. 

Mr. Wazani also delivered an 
address at the ceremony and re- 
viewed the development and 
objectives of the institute since it 
was established in 1989. 

He said the idea to establish 
the institute was propounded by 
the Crown Prince, who had the 
conviction that it was a necessity 
for the judiciary. 

Prince Hassan, he said, had 
supplied the institute with the 
bylaws and systems of judicial 
institutes in several Arab and 
foreign countries and was always 
following' up the issue until the 
institute came into existence in 
1989. 

He added that when theory 
came into practice, some 
loopholes had emerged and thus 
the Ministry of Justice was work- 
ing on amending some of . the 
-revisions of the institute’s 


fiflvra. | V 

Anotheriuddress was delivered 
by Director General of the Insti- 
tute Mifleh Al Qudah,. who 
underlined the importance of tire 
independence of the judiciary. 

Dr. Qudah stressed the role of 
the institute in training judges 
and said judges should always be 
able to shoulder responsibilities 
by being well-trained and armed, 
with knowledge. 


Hizbollah 
steps up attacks 


(Continued from page 1) 


jayoun. 

The government has decided to 
deplopy the Lebanese army in 
areas policed by the U.N. Interi m 
Forces In Lebanon (UNIFTL), 
which did pot have a mandate to 
interfere with guerrilla movement 
in the area. 


The government move aims at 
heading off another Israeli assault 
by curbing guerrilla activities in 
these villages. 


Israel uses false reports to mislead 
opinion on ‘success 9 of Lebanon assault 


By Michael Jansen 

Special to the Jordan Times 


PHOTOGRAPHS of the 
Lebanese army moving south- 
wards and reports from Israel 
that Lebanese troops are de- 
ploying in the main target area 
of last week's Israeli bombard- 
ment are totally false and in- 
tended to mislead. 

Israel has used these false 
reports to mislead its own and 
world public opinion into be- 
lieving that its week-long 
bombing campaign against 
South Lebanon had been a 
success since it had forced the 
Lebanese army to deploy im- 
mediately in the target area 
and curb militias which were 
attacking Israel. This immedi- 
ate compliance with Israel’s 
demands is then used to justify 
Israel's brutal bombardment of 
unprotected civilians in South 
Lebanon and the displacement 
and suffering Israel inflicted on 
these people. 

The reports were false be- 
cause the Lebanese army has 
not yet begun to deploy in the 
United Nations area of opera- 
tions which lies between 
Israel's occupation zone along 
tiie frontier and the Litani Riv- 
et- Commandant Mark 
O'Brien of the Irish battalion, 
which operates in the most 


exposed central sector of the 
U.N. are 


area, told this correspon- 
dent: “No Lebanese forces 
have arrived here.” 

And they are not expected 
for several days, perhaps a 
week or more, because 
arrangements for the deploy- 
ment of the Lebanese army are 


still being negotiated between 
the commander of the United 
Nations Int erim Force In 
Lebanon (TJNlFlL) and the 
Lebanese authorities. Captain 
Mi chael Undvall, the acting 
UNIFIL spokesman, said that 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali and Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri had 
agreed in a phone conversation 
on Sunday (Aug. 1) that the 
Lebanese army w ould be de- 
ployed in the UNIFIL area. 
The captain said that this 
agreement amounted to a 
“green light” for deplo yment 
of the army which UNIFIL 
would assist because “it is part 
of its mandate” to restore 
Lebanese control within the 
U.N. zone of operations. 

The Lebanese army moved 
into the uppermost western 
corner of the UNIFIL zone, 
into the sector under Ghanaian 
troops east of Tyre, in earty 
1991 and then moved a 
kilometre eastwards in Octo- 
ber 1992 in implementation of 
the Taif accord. But the 
Lebanese army did not con- 
tinue its deployment as plan- 
ned because its installations 
were shelled twice by Israel in 
older to block this deploy- 
ment. Thus it is ironic that 
Israel’s casus belli for its latest 
assault was the absence of the 
Lebanese army in the area 
targetted by Israeli guns and 
aircraft. 


Leoanese government does not 
intend to disarm Hizbollah or 
prevent its resistance activities 
directed against Israel's 
occupation zone. Ever since 
Israel unilaterally ceased fire. 
Prime Minister Hariri has 
stated repeatedly and firmly 
that*his army would not ‘inter- 
fere with Hizbollah” and other 
resistance groups whose 
attacks on Israel’s occupation 
zone he and his government 
consider “legitimate” as long 
as Israel continues to illegally 
occupy Lebanese territory in 
violation of Security Council 
Resolution 425, which calls 
upon the Jewish state to “with- 
draw forthwith - from all 
Lebanese territory.’ 1 

Positive proof that Mr. 
Hariri means what he says is 
the fact that the Lebanese re- 
sistance has made five attacks 
on Israel’s occupation zone 
since the ceasefire was called 
by Israel last Saturday. Three 
of these attacks were the usual 
mortar and weapons fire but 
two, on Thursday, involved the 
firing of Katyushas into the 
zone, some from the Iqlim Al 
Tofah region above the UNI- 
FIL area of operations where 
the Lebanese army has de- 
ployed. 


The present task of the 
Lebanese army is to compel 
Hizbollah and its allies to com- 


Reports that the army had 
moved ‘Into the south” in 
order to disarm the Hizbollah 
militia and force it out of the 
sensitive border region were 
misleading because the 


ply with the February 1992 
“Sidon agreement” concluded 


by the pro-Iranian militia, the 
Lebanese authorities and the 
Syrians. According to this 
agreement, Hizbollah would 
be free to conduct resistance 
activity in Israel's occupation 


zone bat not to launch raids or 
rockets at northern Israel. Hiz- 
bollah generally observed this 
agreement, violating the ban 
on firing Katyusha rockets into 
northern Israel only after 
Israel retaliated for Hizbollah 
attacks on its troops within the 
occupation zone by bombard- 
ing Lebanese villagers in the 
United Nations area of opera- 
tions. 

The latest round was precipi- 
tated not by Hizbollah rocket 
attacks on northern Israel but 
by the killing in the first two 
weeks of July of seven Israeli 
soldiers within the occupation 
zone by Hizbollah and its 
Palestinian allies. Hizbollah 
did not send its rockets into 
northern Israel until the 
Israelis began their bombard- 
ment of South Lebanon. Hiz- 
cu ! i a u h Secretary-General 
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah said 
this week that his militiamen 
would once again respond with 
ptyusha rockets on northern 
Israel if the Israelis bombarded 
the villages of South Lebanon 
m retaliation for Hizbollah 
attacks against Israeli forces 
within the occupation zone. 

If the Lebanese army does 
not curb Hizbollah attacks into 
the occupation zone and Israel 
responds to such attacks by 
jutting South Lebanon (which 

v on Thursda y after 
Katyushas were fired into the 
pcaipation zone) and Hizbol- 
lah replies by launching 
Katyushas into Galilee, the 
situation in South Lebanon 
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could instantaneously revert to 
where it was before Israel laun- 


ched 

«ty. 
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Buckingham Palace 
opens its doors In 
fund-raising drive ^ 

LONDON (R) — Buddngbanr ^ 
Palace put its priceless treasures^ 
on display for the first tkK-Fri^— 
day as Queen Elizabeth open«t-V- 
her London home in a fundr-.j 
raising drive for royal renova-*,* 
tions. Courtiers opened: the, v 
gilded gates of the central Lon~.~ 
don palace for a season of tours- - 
allowing ordinary British subjects ; i- 
and tourists from overseas to 
sneak a look inride the monar -. 
chy's sumptuous interior. First 
inside tiie palace gates and up the / 
stairs to the opulent, retf- . 
carpeted state rooms were the 
wood’s media, invited for a preview' 

Friday ahead of Saturday . 
morning’s official opening to the 
fee-paying public. Palace aides 'fP? 
were inundated with requests for. - 
preview tickets and 600 reporters 
were due to tour the palace at - 
hourly intervals Friday morning 
in what courtiers hoped will be a 
trouble-free start to the enter-' 
prise. The 600-room palace, sym- 
bol and base of the andent Brit- 
ish monarchy, is being turned - 
into a tourist attraction to raise . . 
money towards the estimated £40 - - 
milli on (S60 million) cost of ter. . 
pairing fire damage at the queen's: _ 
Windsor Castle. '.-V' 


New magazine 
to air Prince 
Charles’ views 
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LONDON (R) — Prince Charles, 1 
heir to the British throne, .is. 
supporting a new magazine which - 
will help air his personal views on 
architectural eyesores and en- 
vironmental issues, the publica- 
tion’s editor said. Dan Cruick- 
shank said Prince Charles would 
probably write some articles for 
it, dealing mostly with 
architecture, a pet topic of the 
prince whose sometimes out- 
spoken opinions have brought 
turn into conflict with Britain's 
architectural establishment. The 
as yetuntitled ma gazin e, to be 
published by the Prince of Wales’ 

Institute of Architecture, will also 
run articles on all the things he 
feels passionate about, including 
aits and crafts, landscape gardens 
and green issues such as energy 
conservation. The first issue wel- 
come out next year. “It will study 
many of the issues and concerns 
that have been raised by the 
Prince of Wales during the last 10 
years and seek to give a voice to , 

tiie public in the great debate f 
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about the world we are 
the magazine's mission sta 
said. Mr. Cruickshank stressed it 
would not be a mouthpiece for 
the prince’s views but would pro- 
vide a forum for discussion of 
them. 


Suicide doctor 

challenges 

authorities 
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DETROIT, Michigan (AFP) — 

Jack Kevorkian threw down a 
gauntlet to the courts Thursday 
by admitting he helped a man 
commit suicide Wednesday. He 
told the press that he gave Tho- 
mas Hyde, who was terminally 31, 
the mask, carbon monoxide and ^ 
other equipment needed to com-i * 
nut suicide. Dr. Kevorkian saidfb' 
he was responding to Michigan 
prosecutor John O’Hair’s call, 
published in the Detroit News, to 
“say the magic worth that be 
physically assisted in the suicide 
and he provided the equipment. 

Mr. O’Hair said a new Michi * 
few, drafted in response to 
Kevorkian’s promotion of- 
insisted suicide, would be broken 
if a person knew another in- 
tended to commit suicide and 
provided the means to do so. Dr. 
Kevorkian Thursday spelled out 
his role in Wednesday’s suicide. ' 
saying: "I put the mask over Mr. 

Hyde s face because be could not 
move." Prosecutor O’Hair has 
indicated what he needs. I believe 
we have supplied sufficient evi- 
t * c ® 5e i.^ IK ^ ^ a judge and jury 
f,i>, - ^ charade once and for 

jj^said Dr. Kevorkian’s lawyer, |r» 
Geoffrey Fieger. “I do not long ‘ 
for a showdown, but this has to 
be ended.” 
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Indian green 
activists call off 
mass suicide 
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KAVADIA, India (AFP) — In- ’ 
man green activists cancelled- 
their planned mass suicide at the 1 .i,v u, 
last minute Friday after the gov- _ ? 

eminent accepted demands for a - ; - 

review of the controversial Nar- 
mada Dam project. Girish Patel, 
a spokesman for the Naimada 
(NBA, Save * 

Narmada Movement), told repor- 
ters at tiie dam rite here that the 
Planned “self-sacrifice” by nine 
actmas was off. Medha Patkar, 

J/, the leader of the NBA’s 
seven-year-old fight against the 
dam threatening to displace more 
than 200,000 people, had 
“jounced she would drown in 

^ ? e dam Friday with 
eight of her followers. 





